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Chronic Periorbiti 
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is still much risk of caries of the bones of the orbit, leading to | jistruction of the lachrymal duct with distension of the sac, 
tedious suppuration, exfoliation, and possible deformity. and as an auxiliary have made use of pressure with con- 
Two fatal cases are recorded by Dr. Abercrombie ;* death in | si . cases in which this is most useful are 
each case followed acute inflammation of the duramater. In : : the nose is not entirely ob- 
one, a lad of fifteen, the frontal bone was found denuded and y . 
carious to a considerable extent, and the upper and back part 
of the orbit was also denuded. In the other case, the suppura- 
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case, that of an officer of a regiment of Native Horse Artillery 
which had mutinied, and who for many days and nights was 
obli to lie hid in the damp jungle with scarcely ordinary 
clothing, a brown cloud had appeared before bis eyes, with so 
much impairment of vision that he with difficulty made out 
the largest type. The ophthalmoscope showed a peculiar haze 
at the posterior surface of the lens, apparently from inflamma- 
tion of the capsule, with deposit. This officer had suffered 
severely from rheumatism and sun-stroke, and there was mani- 
festly deficiency of nervous power in his eyes, in addition to 
the visible haze, as that was by no means sufficient to account 
for the great imperfection of vision, He derived much benefit 
from iodide of sodium, the superphosphate of iron, and free 
counter-irritation. 

Of chronic ophthalmia I saw numerous examples, The charac- 
teristics were: dark and turgid palpebral conjunctive ; papillae 
elevated and hard, imparting a distressing ‘‘sand-paper” feeling, 
as one of the sufferers expressed it. The treatment which 
afforded much relief was, opening the eyes in cold water twice 
or thrice daily, and the use of drops composed of tannic acid 
dissolved in water with a sufficient quantity of gum acacia 
added to render it slightly mucilaginous. In ordering this, 1 
may remark that the gum itself, not the mucilage, should be 
prescribed, as the mucilage has a strong tendency to become 
acid, and when so is highly irritating to the eyes, A fresh 
solution of the gum should always be made, 

In a few cases so much thickening had taken place that 
some eversion was caused: free scarification of the lids, in 
addition to the other treatment, was here adopted with advan- 
ta 

a Entropium, 

I have elsewhere* adverted to a little contrivance for 
relieving entropium, first made for me by Mr. Matthews, of 
Portugal-street. The annexed sketch represents 
the ‘‘clip” which pinches up a fold of the skin 
near the margin of the lid, and by so doing at once 
restores the eyelashes to their proper position. The 
spring is not sufficiently strong to cause pain, and 
can be removed in an instant; it is best, how- 
ever, to confine it steadily, and prevent its flying 
up and down with the movements of the lid, by 
passing a very narrow strip of court- plaster through 
the loop, and attaching it to the cheek. 


Dropped Lid. 


Some elderly persons suffer from a dropping of the lower lid, 
whereby the conjunctival surface is ex , and becomes red, 
irritable, and unsightly. This is best remedied by the appli- 
cation of contractile collodion to the skin near the outer angle 
of the eye: the contraction of the collodion draws up the loose 
skin, and the lid is replaced in its proper position. 








OBSERVATIONS ON CERTAIN TUMOURS 
OF THE NECK, 


WITH NOTES RELATING TO ITS SURGICAL 
ANATOMY. 


By ANDREW MELVILLE M‘WHINNIE, Ese, F.R.C.S. 
(Continued from p. 144.) 


WueEN summoned to undertake the performance of any 
serious operation, the surgeon, whose duty calls him to step in 
«between life and death, has on most occasions time and oppor- 
tunity for reference to authorities, or for enlisting the co-opera- 
tion of others, Not so when suddenly engaged in any anxious 
case amongst the extensive category of perilous throat affec- 
tions. The danger is imminent—the necessity for help is 
urgent—moments are precious—time is hardly allowed for 
deliberation—the means and appliances so ordinarily requisite 
are seldom at hand, even when instant suffocation may be 
threatening. And yet, under all such difficulty, the practi- 
tioner, fertile in expedients, and aided by his intelligence and 
skill, will accomplish his object. With a penknife he will 
effect a proper passage into the windpipe, and with no other 
resource than a common goose-quill, he will make it serve as 


* On Wounds and Injuries of the Eye, p, 289, 








a temporary conductor of air through the artificial opening. 
Supplied with such means only, Mr. Griffiths, of Peckham, 
recently gave speedy and efficient aid to a patient when no 
time was to be lost, and “life was ebbing fast.” Indeed, 
there is no occasion that requires more judgment in the selec. 
tion, and more promptitude in the performance, of an operation 
than that on which we are called upon to act for the relief of 
obstruction in the air-passages; all facts therefore must be 
deemed of importance which would point out that kind of pro- 
ceeding most appropriate to the particular emergency, and 
which would prove at the same time the most easy, safe, and 
efficient. 

In the preceding part of this communication mention was 
made of the structures which might be found in relation with 
the upper part of the trachea, and a statement was given of 
the result of my views respecting the choice of this spot in the 
great majority of these surgical emergencies. But besides the 
experience derived from my own long connexion with the 
anatomical and surgical departments of a large metropolitan 
hospital, | gladly avail myself of the opportunity of here re- 
cording the practice and opinions of others; and I do more 
especially those of one who has long been actively attached to 
a large provincial hospital, and which it is to be regretted he 
has hitherto withheld, ticularly as it has fallen to his lot to 
operate more frequently upon the trachea than most of my 
London brethren, and in certain throat emergencies much 
more so, I may venture to say, than any of my St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital friends. I allude to that painful and alarming 
class of accidents in which foreign bodies have found their way 
into the respiratory tube. Mr. Green, of the Bristol Infirmary, 
informs me that independently of eight operations for laryngeal 
affections, he has had occasion to operate seven times on account 
of foreign substances admitted through the glottis. In every 
instance in which he bas been called upon to perform broncho- 
tomy he has confined himself to the division of the tracheal 
rings immediately below the cricoid cartilage. This testimony 
of so practical and experienced a surgeon is valuable, and 
strengthens very materially our position on the highly im- 
portant point of practice, as to the choice of the spot for opera- 
tion in most of these emergencies, The substances from which 
the patients were thus successfully relieved consisted of —two 
fish bones, one meat bone, one glass bead, one nutshell, one 
piece of hard suet, and a plum-stone. 

Everyone who has assisted at operations on the trachea low 
down in the neck must have witnessed, during the restlessness 
of the patient and the convulsive movements of the parts, the 
difficulty of recovering, when once lost, the mesial line of the 
different structures through which the operator has to make 
his way, and particularly of regaining the exact interval be- 
tween the sterno-thyroid muscles, at the bottom, perhaps, of a 
confined space, amidst a perpetual pool of blood, totally ob- 
scuring a view of the parts, more especially if the trachea 
should not have been properly secured with the hook. Equally 
important, too, is it that the operation should be commenced 
as accurately as possible in the middle line of the neck. One 
of the most experienced of Dublin surgeons, Mr, Porter, whilst 
ep in an exceedingly difficult operation of tracheotomy, 
refers the trouble he describes principally to the circumstance 
of the first incision having been accidentally made a little to 
the right of the mesial line. 

Among accidents that have occurred at the root of the neck 
are the following :—-The exposure of the pleura, and even fatal 
perforation of that membrane. The thymus gland presenting 
an obstacle in young children, we sometimes find it rising up 
to meet the thyroid ; a jon of it has been seen flapping in 
the wound. anterior mediastinum has been the seat of 
fatal suppuration, from the incisions having been carried down- 
wards near the upper border of the sternum ; and in another 
case mischief of the same nature was caused by a canula intro- 
duced low down. : 

To the above difficulties occurring in this particular region 
are ofttimes added the risks and angers arse out of the 
presence of neighbouring or overlying bloodvessels—from the 
irregular course or the abnormal distribution both of arteries 
and veins near the sternum; and however skilful and expe- 
rienced the practitioner may be, it is of the utmost consequence 
that he should be acquainted with the possible existence of 
such varieties in the situation and arrangement of important 
vessels in the vicinity of his sphere of operations, thus ineal- 
cating caution, and influencing him in the choice, if permitted, 
of his mode of proceeding. 

From amongst my collection of notes and sketches of irregular 
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arteries in the cervical region, the following instances are 
selected here as being of practical importance :— 

A fifth or middle inferior thyroid artery, ascending in front 
of the trachea from the arteria innominata, gives off a branch 
to be distributed superficially upon each lateral lobe of the 
thyroid body. A similar artery, of large size, derived from 
the arch of the aorta direct, occupying the same situation. An 
inferior thyroid artery dipping into the posterior part of the 
left lobe of the thyroid body, having crossed the trachea in an 
oblique direction from the arteria innominata over the situation 
of tracheotomy below the isthmus. 

In dissecting a foetus I found a middle inferior thyroid artery 
in front of the trachea, sent off from a large ramus thyroid: «2 
ascendens. A remarkable variety in the destination of the 
latter consisted in its ultimately taking the place of the occi- 
pital branch of the external carotid. 

The unasual situetion and course of the larger arterial trunks 
may render the hasty and incautious use of the scalpel, or any 
other instrument, over the lower part of the respiratory tube 
in the neck one of great peril. and will require the operator to 
be constantly on his guard. In infants especially, as Sir Henry 
Marsh remarks, the trunk of the innominate often conceals 
the anterior surface of the trachea, some distance even above 
the thorax, In our museum are preserved two instances where 
the arteria innominata passes obliquely across the front of the 
trachea, considerably above the sternum. I adduce the follow- 
ing example of such a vessel actually presenting itself as an 
obstacle to the surgeon :— 

In a case of disease of the larynx threatening suffocation, 
Mr. Macilwain was about to undertake tracheotomy, upon a 
woman with laryngeal affection, when, in feeling in the neck 
in the course of the intended incision, he discovered that there 
was a very large artery in this situation. The vessel was so 
placed that scarcely an inch remained (the external incision 
included) for the performance of the operation. It was deter- 
mined, in consequence, to abandon it altogether. The patient 
died in one of her paroxysms of dyspnea, produced by a hard 
tumour obstructing the glottis, The artery that had been felt 
proved to be the innominate. 

The accompanying figure is here introduced to show the 





combination of obstacles that may be met with in this region. 
The great vessels at the base of the neck and upper part of the 
chest are here represented. The arrangement of the veins is 
natural, but the arteria innominata ascends to a considerable 
distance above the sternum, and over the trachea, before it 
divides ; and this portion of the tube is farther concealed by 
large inferior thyroid veins. The artery here must have been 
readily felt, as in the foregoing case. 
_ As strikingly exemplifying the dangerous proximity of the 
innominate to the of the air tube in question, it may be 
here noticed, that a canula placed in the trachea of a child 
made its way into that artery, ulceration having been produced 
by the instrument. Allan Burns saw this vessel rising up 80 
as to be in contact with the thyroid body. 

The large arterial trunks situate laterally have not been 
exempt from danger and even injury in operation. Most ana- 


tomists have met with examples of the left carotid artery 
originating on the right side from the inuominate, and passing 
obliquely over the trachea to its destination. 

In the ‘‘ avres Chirurgicales” of Desault, we find an in- 
stance recorded in which the carotid artery was wounded ; 
and probably in the following case, of recent date, this vessel 
only escaped injry by the external incision happily not being 
continued very low down. 

On October Sth, 1859, tracheotomy was performed at St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital by Mr. Chippendale, one of our house- 
surgeons, case was one of laryngitis, and the operation 
was attended with such marked and immediate relief that 
shortly after the artificial tube was introduced the patient fell 
asleep. He survived twenty-seven days. At the autopsy a 
slough was found in the mucous membrane of the larynx, and 
the following important anatomical peculiarity was discovered : 
The incision had been made from the third to the sixth rin 
inclusive, and within two-thirds of an inch from the lower en 
of the incision we found the left carotid artery given off from 
the innominate and crossing the trachea itself. 

Such and similar deviations of these large trunks from their 
usual course may, as in the example of the innominate, be dis- 
covered before the integuments are divided, and thus = 
injury; their pulsations may even be discerned by the eye. In 
this way we keep clear of them, as we do of a superficial ulnar 
artery derived from a high division of the brachial, and placed 
over the bend of the arm, in venesection. Whilst we detect 
more or less readily the presence of an artery, which may thus 
be avoided, we may have no clue to the existence or the size 
of certain veins, which may be endangered, particularly those 
deeply seated in this region. The thy veins are those 
most frequently in the way. They may communicate more or 
less freely, and form the supra-sternal plexus, as it is termed. 
Fig. 6 represents the inferior and middle thyroid veins as we 
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may find them—some half.dozen veins of considerable calibre 
taking their course downward in front and at the sides of the 
trachea with scarcely any inosculation above the sternum, I 
have sketched them from one of Sir Astley "s injected 
preparations now in the museum of the College of Su 
Besides these sources of hemorrhage, copious effusion of blood 
may take place, as has been instanced, from veins more super- 
ficially placed—from congested subcutaneous ones, The ope- 
frequently to contend with most profuse bleeding on 
his early incisions in this situation. I recollect one case of 





scalded throat from boiling water, where it was so great, that, 
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had the jutle patient not survived, I should have looked for 
some very large irregular vein that had been wounded. 

On July 26, 1857, at St. George’s Hospital, tracheotomy was 
performed by Mr. Tatum on a child aged six, on account of 

ent symptoms from croup. He first made a smail incision 
the isthmus of the thyroid, but this was followed by 
rofuse hemorrhage, and a considerable quantity of blood 
Rowed into the trachea, causing suffocating symptems, Had 
the jugular been opened, the hemorrhage could hardly have 
been more profuse. Mr. Tatum therefore enlarged! the opening 
immediately, his finger into the wound, introduced a 
tube, and made pressure on the veins. By this time the child 
‘was quite pallid, the respiration had ceased, and no pulse could 
be folt at the wrist; indeed, the child was thought to be dead; 
but artificial respiration was at once resorted to, and as a few 
convulsive inspirations soon took place, it was kept up for full 
two hours. During this period the respiration was slowly re- 
established, a quantity of blood mixed with false membrane 
was ejected through the opening, and the child fell asleep. 
The little patient left the hospital, in perfect health, om the 
19th of August. 

I make no further allusion in this place to this successful 
operation for croup, but have introduced some of the particulars 
from Dr. Fuller’s paper, already quoted, as one of the most im- 

ressive of recently published cases of alarming and well-nigh 
Fatal bemorrhage from the wound of a venous trunk, in order 
to connect with it the following example that I have selected. 

The annexed woodcut exhibits a vein equalling in diameter 
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an internal jugular, placed superficially in front of the wind- 


pipe. Below, it occupied the — ween the tendons of 
the sterno mastoid muscles, exposure of such a vessel 
would be eufficient to rey and embarrass any surgeon, over 
whatever part of the tube he might have commenced his in- 
cision, if not altogether prevent further proceedings. This 
vein, dilated into a sinus full half am inch in diameter, received 
the veins which ordinarily into the two external jugulars; 
these were here wantin operations both of tracheotomy 
and laryngotomy in such an arrangement of vessels might have 
been. attended with difficulty and danger. This large, and to 
the sumppam tielp. fovenldable, median vein seemed to me to 
deserve a.name, when it exists, as much as the equally irregu- 


lar anterior j ; [ have termed it the'‘ vena azygos colli,” 
Again: accompanying figure, from another sketch, se- 
lected from others which many of my old pupil friends would. 


call to mind, represents two large anterior jugular veins con- 
i below, and which at about an 


veutes, See inen 
the sternum are united by a transverse branch of 






















































































A gentleman tells me, that at his examination one of the 
members of the Board mistook a similar large inosculating 
branch between two anterior jugulars low down, and demon- 
strated it as a left brachio-cephalic. One of the other examiners 
remarked that the gentleman under examination evidently 
knew what he was about. 

Inferiorly each anterior jugular, after this junction, diverged 
from its fellow, and curved outwards beneath the clavicular 
attachment of the sterno-mastoid muscle, one uniting with the 
internal jugular, the other with the lefs subclavian. In ope 
rating for croup, M. Moynier met with a somewhat similar 
position of anastomosing venous tranks in front of the neck, 
and which he managed to hold aside out of harm’s way with 
blunt hooks. It is thus stated.in L’Union Médicale of Aug. 
mag 1861: ‘‘M. Moynier surmonte la difficulté causée par 

eux gros troncs veineux réunie parune importante anastomose 
située sur la ligne médiane-dw corps thyroide. I] passe sous 
lanastomose et écarte les» tromes veineux avec des érignes 
mousses,” 

A supra-scapalar veim is sometimes: found 


; takin 
the same situation forward, above and parallel wish the clavicle, 
to join the 


corresponding anterior . Such veins mi 

be exposed to danger ere A in one of the Mia. 
land Counties, I learnt'that a London surgeon there was so un- 
fortunate as to wound avein in this situation-abovethe clavicle, 
whilst dividing the clavicular pertion of the sterno-mastoid.. 
The result was fatal. 

The not uncommon occurrence of abnormally- vessels 
of magnitude invests the surgical anatomy of this: region—a 
subject at all times:a momentous one—with more than ordi- 
nary interest, 



















its course in 


(To be continued.) 








ON ARSENICAL POTSONING. 
By WALTER FERGUS, M.D., 


MEDICAL OFFICER AND LECTURER ON CHEMISTRY AT MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE, 
















ATTENTION has from time to time been called to the poison~ 
ous nature of arsenical preparations employed for colouring 
matters in articles of common domestic consumption, whether 
these are paper-hangings, materials for ladies’ dresses, artificial 
flowers, or sweetmeats, It is rare that an immediately fatal 
issue attends the insidious action of the poison, when persons 
are exposed to its effects in any of the above forms. Tomy 
mind it seems, however, to be clear that it does very frequently 
produce what is called a low and miserable state of health. 
Three instances have come under my notice in a short period, 
where such a condition of health seemed to be closely connected: 
with arsenical paper-hangings. 

A lady consulted me upon the health of her three boys; the 
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eldest was under five years old, but they all had similar com- 
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erga: ene Land sapricions sont peas | ON A CASE OF CYANOSIS WITH HARE-LIP. 
wowly and on examining « piece of the paper, © omni Br GEORGE LAWSON, Ec, FRCS 

i quantity of arsenite of copper was readily discovered conden bape Tame pare » 
oS emaanaen ae nitae 

’ ve never been 60 since. te 

In another ease, a whole house was with a dull ‘Tue remarks by Mr. Edwards, of Edinburgh, in Tax Lancer 

ae ee shades, which ha a orm me! some time since, on the connexion between cyanosis and hare- 
contain no arsenic. 16 se was in 1 s . . . . 
Cae ie ee tamily, consigting of three children, ‘their | \™* panera 4 asm We which came enter 
parents, and servants. It was frequently noticed that a low my cave Great Northern Hospital :— 
state of health in nearly every member of the family regularly A. H——, aged two months, was sent to me in the summer 
followed upon their taking up their abode in the house. It ‘ a » 4 8 
was well built, well drained , and well ventilated, situated in a suffering from a double hare lip, with a projecting intermaxil- 
healthy spot, not far from the sea. The aniform way in which | lary portion, and # very 
a low state of health followed the occupancy of this house entire length of the hard and soft palate. The mother brought 
attracted my attention. The water was suspected to be the the child tome for the purpose of having some opers -——. 
cause; but it ‘proved upon examination to be of fair average former, anihe was wnshie 40 200. Sshiy bine a wy 
quality, and free from organic matter. The paper, having been cyanosis, and was Tema: ly blue ; lips, 
warranted to be free from arsenic, was not at first though of, and extremities of ‘the fingers all presented the characteristic 
oor was itso thought of until the ime Ta other cone led to| 28. acne of an operation was to enable the <bild 
i cases led to = orwss 
that caused Py aw hon in every paper used in the house arsenite to take its food, | determined to give him the chance which 
of copper was found in quantities varying with the tint of the exch afforded him, bat not to allow him to have any cliloro- 
paper. The paper was removed throughout, and on subse —_ [ pared the edges of the fissures, removed with the 
mm 





ent occupancy of the house the family were perfectly free foreeps the projecting termaxillary portion, and allowed 
from symptoms of the former ailments. J “ the akin of the ceutral part to form #\f-shaped:continuation of 
‘Another case occurred a few months ago. A gentleman of the columna of the nose, and then united by pins and twisted 
active habits, and not at all likely to be the subject of fancifal suture the two outer margins of the fissure. For eo young ® 
affections, consulted me. He hed enjoyed goed health preven child, a considerable amount of blood was Jost, and Dr y 
to having his room, which was a large lofty one, snd others, who were present at the operation, remarked on 
with a wholly green paper. He complained of weakness, ‘feel- the peculiar treacle-like colour of the arterial blood as it 
ing oppressed by his work, sleepi heavily, bat not refreshed. from the cut coronary arteries, and from the artery in the 
The appetice was not im ‘the was weak, but not bone, from which the intermaxillary portion had been seps: 
aceclerated; the tongue indicated « state of irritation; there rated. The child fainted, and remained in a very collapsed 
were also signs of irritation in the fauces. He could not in any state for an hour and a half or two hours. Indeed | felt rather 
way account for his state, nor was there anything evi. | apprehensivesstovthe result. = ; , 
dently out of order, excepting a ion of the vital Dn the following day, on my visit, | was immediately struck 
The nos Weaded with areenical colourin g matter. with the extraordinary alteration in his appearance, All traces 
ft was removed, much against his will, as he was an utterun- of bad disappeared. The cheeks and were of & 
believer in the possibility of arsenic in that shape hurting him. hue; and the mother related that the ch on wakin 
The result was most He had very little treat up from his exhausted state was quite changed in colour, 
ment; but hesoon perfect recovered, and I have only had occa- had continued so ever mince. ; 
sion to see ally since the paper was ‘The whole of the wound did not unite by primary adhesion, 
cases oceurred in places remote each other, and but altimately almost completely closed the corre- 
at different times: one in Lancashire, one in the Isle of Wight, apending lem. L saw the child twelve months after the ope- 
and another in the south-west of England. ration, and had grown a fine healthy-looking boy, and ex- 
It has, I am aware, been denied that arsenic used in hibited no traces whatever o 
hangings produces a deleterious effect upon living in ‘The interest in this case isthe sudden alteration which took 
rooms See cokteapnas; wr em place in the current the blood during the faint which the 
an explanation of its mode of action. It cannot be doubted child continued in for some time after the ion. Was the 
that small quantities of arsenic constantly reaching the vital jall im the circulation produced by the faintness sufficient to 
organs will, in most people, produce a state of ill-health. Arsenic allow the foramen ovale to close, and the double current thus 
, in a most marked manner, the proper, of diffusive. | to become established ? 
i Park-street, Grosvenor-square, June, 1862. 


possesses 

ness ; and it has also the property of forming com nations with 
an immense number of other elements. Hence it is found 
widely distributed in nature ; and hence, also, the facility with 








which it is detected in the various processes of testing. It is . 

essentially a volatile element. If we attempt to fuse it, we 4 larror 

fail to liquefy it; but # highly elastic vapour is formed. And, 

again, if we ex a few fragments of metallic arsenic to a OF THE PRACTICE OF 


temperature of from 70 to 90 degrees, it will lose weight, not- 
Harare ning ita sequaition of oxygen; showing that portion | MEDICINE AND SURGERY 
has been ei simply volatilized, or, what is more 
that the missing arsenic has united rith some-cther clement IN THE 
orm a poison more dead] than itself. 
ee emeus of ereenis upen young women employed in se HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 
manufacture of artificial flowers, and upon a ers engaged — 
in making up gossamer dresses coloured with arsenical preps Nulla est alia pro certo noseendivia, nisi quam plurimas ¢t morboram et 





rations, were some months ago t under the notice of the dissectionum historias, tam alioram proprias, habere et inter se com- 
ublic by the Duchess of Sutherland and another lady. Prof. parare—Mosasani. "De Bed. et Ouns, Mort, lib, 14. Prommians, 
Hofmann thea that the prese of arsenic might 

generally be inferred if, on the application of ammonia to ar- ST. GEORGES HOSPITAL. 

ticles having a colour, a blue colour showed itself. This 

test, I am afrai cannot be relied upon, because in all instances SUBSTANCE OF A CLINICAL LECTURE ON A CASE OF EM- 
in which I have tried it, the blue colour —— fades, and a BOLON OF THE FEMORAL ARTERY, PRODUCING 
dull-yellow colour remains. ‘In ‘the case above cited, where GANGRENE OF THE FOOT ; FATAL RESULT. 


the r was aranteed to be free from arsenical colour, and 
in w at both ait and copper were found, ammonia when (Under the care of Dr. Pirman and Mr. Prescorr Hewert.) 


epouet gio ae em te to oe wank lass = James M——, aged fifty-six, was admitted in November, 
much to be desired, and I am pron = that hitherto I have wad 1861, under the care of Dr. Pitman, The patient was just 
been able to find one. convalescent from a severe attack of dropsy connected with 
Mariboroagh, June, 1862. heart-disease ; and he was going about the ward up to the 17th 
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of December, when he was suddenly seized with violent pain 
in the left groin, ‘* exactly as if he had been shot.” From that 
moment the limb became numb, cold, and quite powerless : 
** it felt as if it was dead ;” and he was obliged at once to take 
to his bed again. All that afternoon and night he suffered 
intensely; and when seen by Mr. Hewett, at Dr. Pitman’s 
request, he was still complaining of great pain in the whole of 
the limb, but especially in the groin. The limb was colder 
than the rest of the body; and there were blotches of discolo- 
ration spreading over the toes and back of the foot, with slight 
dema, and iderable redness extending half way up the 
leg. A careful examination of the groin, at the exact point where 
the pain had been so suddenly experienced the day before, 
showed that the femoral artery was plugged. Reduced as the 
—_— was from long-continued suffering, the size and exact 
imits of the plug could be distinctly made out. It began at 
about two inches below Poupart’s ligament, and extended 
for three-fourths of an inch down the course of the vessel. At 
this spot it was quite hard, round, and rolled under the finger; 
pulsation was felt above, but not below, the plug; no pul 
sation was present in any of the arteries of the leg or foot. 
The general aspect of the patient was unhealthy; the skin of 
yellow tinge; countenance sunken, anxious, and worn; pulse 
intermittent and very feeble. The heart’s action was irre- 
gular and feeble ; but there was no valvular disease. The dia- 
gnosis arrived at was blocking up of the femoral artery by a 
plug of fibrin washed from the heart, The limb was wrapped 
In cotton-wool, compound soap liniment was rubbed in the 
oe to ease the pain, morphine was given, and stimulants 
y. The gangrene advanced slowly about the foot ; the toes 
became shrivelled, black, dry, and mummified; and the edema 
and redness increased. The man became weaker and weaker, 
and died on the 23rd of January, 1862. A few days before 
death the gangrene ceased, after involving two-thirds of the 
foot. On a consultation, considering the man’s low typhoid 
condition, it was decided not to attempt any operation. 

Autopsy.—The plug in the artery measured three-quarters 
of an inch, and was situated in the upper part of the superficial 
femoral, just at the giving-off of the deep femoral; and, 
exact] ding to the seat of obstruction, the 
around were thickened, and the vessel was firmly adherent 
to its sheath and to the vein, The plug was throughout ad- 
herent, and was hard, rusty on its surface, fawn-coloured, 

-seated, and like the fibrinous layers of an old aneurism. 
The heart was large and flabby ; there was no endocarditis nor 
disease of the valves, but entangled among the fleshy columns 
of the left ventricle, and filling up and projecting beyond the 
interspaces, were several fibrinous masses, for the most 
of a fawn colour, very firm, and evidently of long stand- 
ing ; and a similar mass, of large size, was also found blocking 
=p the left auricular appendix and projecting into the cavity 
the auricle itself, where it was pendulous. Besides these 
there were also (especially in the right ventricle) some loose 
coagula of recent formation. The large vessels were healthy. 
The lungs were inflamed at their lower part. At the upper 
and lower parts of the spleen were two very large fibrinous 
concretions, of a deep-yellow colour and firm in texture ; and 
the arteries leading to them were found blocked up with fibrin, 
All the other viscera were healthy. 

In commenting upon this case, Mr. Hewett remarked that 
it offered for consideration some important points in surgery. 
First, as to the diagnosis. What led to the conclusion that the 
case was one of embolism? ‘* The gangrene of the foot and the 
condition of the leg showed that there was obstruction of the 
arterial system in some mo of the limb. Then came the ques- 
tion as to the precise locality of the obstruction, The man, 
you will remember, had ‘felt as if be had been shot in the 
groin,’ Well, that led at once to the examination of the femo- 
ral artery at this spot ; and there the vessel was found blocked 
up. But what caused the obstruction? Was it an embolas? 
The sudden shooting pain in the groin, the immediate loss of 
sensation in the limb, the complete ction of the vessel, 
the limited extent of the plug, and its precise locality—about 
the giving-off of the deep femoral,—all tended to prove that 
the plug not originated in the artery itself, but had come 
from a distance, Whence came the plug? From the left cavi- 
ties of the heart, in all probability. To this, however, it may be 
objected that there was nothing to prove the existence of any- 
thing like vegetations on the surface of the valves. True; but 
there may be some fibrinous coagula entangled in the meshes 
of the fleshy fibres of the heart, and one of these coagula may 
have been washed from its place, and swept along the arterial 
current until it was suddenly stopped by getting into a vessel 
through which it was too large to pass, And, moreover, even 








supposing that vegetations had existed on the valves, a vessel 
of the size of the femoral could hardly have been blocked 
by one of these vegetations set loose. The portions of an 
vegetations when washed off from the endocardium are gene. 
rally of too small a size to plug the main artery of a limb; but 
they pass into the lesser branches, and, for the most part, lead 
» mischief about the brain, the spleen, the kidneys, or the 
iver.” 

That this reasoning was correct post-mortem inspection 
proved, A reference was made to cases recorded by M. Néla- 
ton and Mr, Sibley; in them, as in the foregoing case, the 
embolism was the result of a fibrinous clot, and not arising from 
vegetations. 

Mr. Hewett then entered into the question whether the case 
was one of arteritis, and not embolism; and he showed that it 
could not be the former, chiefly for the reasons that the man 
lived thirty-seven days after the commencement of the attack 
(hence the adhesion of the plug to the artery), and that the 
inflammation did not precede but followed the plugging of the 
artery; and the condition of the spleen after death further 
proved the case to be one of embolism, 

The question of amputation in gangrene connected with em- 
bolism he thought an important one, In the present instance 
it was set aside by the patient's general condition, which was 
so thoroughly hopeless that all thought of operating was aban- 
doned, even from the beginning. Had the general health been 
otherwise, amputation might have been performed with good 

rospects of success. In a case of embolism with obstruction 
Dig up in the limb he thought amputation quite useless unti) 
after the setting up of the line of demarcation, without which 
it is impossible to say what parts may or may not become in- 
volved in the gangrene. Bat in a case of rapidly advancing 

angrene, in which the patient has but too evidently only a 
om, hours to live unless something is done, and that without 
delay, it would be right to amputate at once, provided the 
plug in the artery be at a sufficient distance from the trunk to 
admit of removing the limb above the seat of obstruction, 

In conclusion, Mr. Hewett referred to the treatment of aneu- 
rism by breaking up the coagula, which had been proposed by 
Mr. Fer; . This treatment he considered, in fact, em- 
bolism artificially produced; and if resorted to in aneurisms 
connected with the current of blood proceeding to the head, it 
may, there is no doubt, lead to disastroas results—results the 
very same as those described in Dr. Kirkes’ paper Hemi 
plegia, doubtless due to embolism, followed the king up of 
the coagula in an aneurism of the subclavian artery in one of 
Mr. Fergusson’s cases. Last year another was mentioned by 
Mr. Teale, of Leeds; and a third case, for the reference to 
which he (Mr. Hewett) was indebted to his friend Mr. Ernest 
Hart, occurred in the practice of Professor Esmarsh, of Vienna. 
In this last case, post-mortem inspection proved the truth of 
the supposed cause of the head symptoms. 





UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


EMBOLON OF THE LEFT FEMORAL ARTERY, PRODUCING 
GANGRENE OF THE LEG; AMPUTATION ; 
FATAL RESULT. 


(Under the care of Mr. Ericusen.) 


For the notes of the following case we are indebted to Mr. 
J. B, Lyon, late house-surgeon to the hospital :— 

S. Y——., aged thirty-two, carman, was admitted on the 
6th of August, 1861. He was married, a native of Leicester- 
shire, ani had been much exposed to the vicissitudes of weather 
while following his occupation. a the last ten years he 
had had several very severe attacks of rheamatism and peri- 
carditis, having been four times in hospital during this period ; 
the last attack commenced about two weeks before admission, 
and was ied by pericarditis and endocarditis, He 
was just recovering from this attack when, on Aug. 4th, while 
straining at stool, he suddenly felt a sensation as if pins and 
needles were being driven into his left foot, which felt numb 
and cold. > 

On admission the left foot presented a peculiar mottled ap- 
pearance, having small, greenish-coloured patches on its dorsum, 
which gradually faded into a dirty, opaque white, There was 
also a large purple patch, which extended from just below the 
front of the ankle-joint up to within about six inches from the 
lower border of the patella, The colour of this patch was not uni- 
form, nor did it extend round to the back of the leg; its edges 
were well defined ; the foot was cold and devoid a, 
and this extended up the leg nearly as far as the border of 
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before-mentioned purple patch, but on the back of the leg did 
not reach farther than the commencement of the swelling of the 
calf. No pulsation was t in the posterior tibial artery, 
or in the dorsal of the foot ; temperature of the foot between 
the toes 75°, of the sound foot 964°. Pulsation could be felt 
in the femoral artery as far as about two inches and a half from 
Poupart’s ligament, and below this point in the pa, but 
not in the superficial femoral. Where the pulsation ceased 
there was some tenderness on pressure. Pulse intermittent and 
rapid ; complained of great pain in the calf of the leg. The foot 
and leg to be enveloped in wadding; to have five grains of 
soap-pill with opium every six hours. The gangrene gradu- 
ally spread upwards, and on Aug. 10th reached in front as high 
as the upper border of the patella, and posteriorly to within 
about two inches from the knee-joint. Here it appeared to 
stop; bat no signs of a line of demarcation were to be seen. 
The lower part of the limb now began to be very offensive, and 
the patient got gradually weaker. 

At the visit on August 20th it was thought that he could not 
live forty-eight hours ; he, however, rallied a little, and on the 
24th was so much better that Mr. Erichsen decided upon am 
putating without waiting for a line of demarcation. This was 
accordingly done by lateral flaps close above the knee, and, as 
might be expected, a large number of small vessels required 
ligature. 

The patient progressed very favourably until the 27th, when, 
a pateh of gangrene appearing on the stump, the sutures were 
taken out, A few days afterwards a large slough came away, 
so that the end of the femur protruded from the face of the 
stump. He sank under a severe attack of brouchitis and diar- 
rhea on Sept. 13th. 

On examination after death, a plug of lymph was found in 
the femoral artery, reaching from just below the origin of the 
circumflex iliac artery to about an inch and a half below the 
origin of the profunda ; it also extended into that vessel about 
the same distance. The heart was encased in lymph ; its in- 
ternal surface was healthy in colour, but there was extensive 
calcification of the mitral valve, the orifice of which just ad- 
mitted the forefinger. On the aortic semilunar valves were 
seen the bases of what had prubably been vegetations, 





KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS ON A CASE OF PRCULIAR TUMOUR 
ABOVE THE WRIST, WITH AN IRREGULAR 
RADIAL ARTERY. 


(Under the care of Mr. Fercusson. ) 


Tue patient was a lad with a tumour situated on the outer 
side of the lower end of the right radius, about the size of a 
Seville orange, which was removed under chloroform by Mr. 
Fergusson on the 3rd ult., when he made the following remarks, 
He observed that the tumour was of a rare and curious cha- 
racter. The lad had been aware of a swelling over the meta- 
carpal bone of the right thumb for many years, He had seen 
him before, and advised its removal by an operation, to which 
the patient at last consented. The tumour was of a hard, tibro- 
cartilaginous nature, and seemed to be a single mass, Across 
the centre of the tamour ran a large vessel, which could 
only be the radial, or a branch of the radial; it was not usual 
for a branch of that size to traverse the metacarpal bone in that 
direction, and it seemed to be a division of the radial into two 
branches, one taking the usual course, and the other crossing 
the tumour, In the operation he made his incision so as to 
avoid wounding the vessel, and cautiously applied the knife, 


We may observe that the tumour poss:ssed a white, ylisten- 
ing appearance, and was very hard and cartilaginous, Since 
the operation the boy’s progress has be +n satisfac.ory, and a 
cure has resulted. b atlas 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS ON A CASE OF OBSTINATE CONTRACTION 
OF THE RIGHT KNEE-JOINT. 


(Under the care of Mr. Suaw.) 


THs was a case of some interest, recently admitted into the 
hospital, the patient being a healthy-louking girl, aged about 
nine years, whose ham-string tendons were divided on the 21st 
of May, under the influence of chloroform. After the opera- 
tion Mr. Shaw made the following clinical remarks :— 

The patient, he observed, was affected with contraction of 
the right knee-joint; for this she had been treated at the 
Orthopedic Hospital, with temporary success, by extension 
by means of a splint. The coutraction however returned, 
and she came into the Middlesex Hospital. She was treated 
in the same manner here, with benefit while the extension was 
continned with the aid of splints, but as seon as they were 
left off the flexion of the limb recurred. Finding therefore 
that there was no antagonizing influence between the flexors 
and extensors in consequence of anchy!osis of the patella to the 
tibia and the elongation of the tendon of the rectus femoris, he 
resolved to divile the hai-string ten:ions; by this means he 
hoped to overcome the disposition of the limb to become flexed. 
He divided the outer tendon first, and then the two inner, 
which at once permitted of ready straightening of the limb. 
In doing this operation, he remarked, they (the pupils) might 
have observed that there was some hamorrbage in dividing the 
semi-membranosis and semi tendinosis tendons ; this arose from 
a small branch of the internal saphena vein. He coula readily 
feel the peroneal nerve under his finger, after dividing the 
tendon of the biceps. 

The progress of the patient has been satisfactory since this 
operation, and there is a probability of more power than here- 
tofore in the practice of extending the limb, 


WEST LONDON HOSPITAL. 
AUTOPLASTY OF THE PALATE; SILVER SUTURES. 
(Under the care of Mr. Exxest Hart.) 


Tue treatment of fissured palate owes much to the improve- 
ments of modera surgeons. Since Roux and DieTenbach turned 
their attention, with but partial success, to this subject, con- 
tinuous progress bas been made in the surgical procedures 
for the remedy of this distressing deformity, to which Mr, 
Fergusson has contributed the greatest share. That latest 
addition to surgical resources, the use of silver wire for sutures 
where it is desired to avoid ulceration, has proved as usefal im. 
the treatment of cleft palate as it has in that of recto-vaginal 





fistula and other fissures of the mucous membrane. Their 
| utility was very manifest in a case of fissure of the hard palate 
| under the care of Mr. Ernest Hart at the West London Hos- 
| pital. There was a complete cleft of both bard and soft palate, 
with much loss of substance. ‘The fissure of the soft palate 
had been closed by a previous operation, There remained a 
considerable cleft in the hard palate. As there was already 
{mach deficiency of the soft parts, Mr. Hart detached the 
mucous membrane completely from the bone on each side quite 
| to the base of the alveoli, and then made a free lateral cut 


The vessel traversed the tumour in a deep groove, in which the | through the membrane in this position at each side, so as to 
pulsation was not so distinct as might be expected in one of | allow the freshened edges of the cleft to be brought together in 


such magnitude, The tumour readily came away, without 
injury to the vessel; the latter could be seen pulsating dis- 
tinctly at a distance, and lying tortuously in the wound. A 
very small branch coming from the main trunk was ligatured, 


As he proceeded with the dissection, he found that the tumont | 
consisted of several portions held firmly together by fibrous | 


tissue ; on making a section of this, the knife felt as if passing 
through cartilage and bone. No doubt there was bone, as the 
nail could be heard grinding against it, It was a very uneven 
kind of tumoar, such as is occasionally met with about the 
hands and on the feet. Some pathologists might call it enchon- 
droma, but there was far less of that, Mr. Pergasson remarked 
im Conclusion, than of osseous and fibrous tisue, 


| the middle, leaving a gaping wound at the base of the gums on 
| either side. These wounds he staffed with cotton-wool, in 
| order to keep the edges widely apart, and to prevent traction 
| on the flaps. 

In any other position it might be feared that lateral incisions 
89 free as these, leaving a not very broad strip of mucous mem- 
| brane already roughly detached from the bone tv which it is 
| naturally adherent, might compromise the vitality of the flap, 
| and thus interfere with the desired resnlt of union along the 
| central line. But Mr. Hart remarked that the supply of blood 
| to the mucous membrane of the mouth in this situation was so 
| free that there was no need to fear that result. The canses of 
| failure, where it occurred, he had observed to be insufficient 
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detachment of the mucous membrane, imperfect freshening of 
the edges of the cleft, and especially traction on the central 
line of union, and owing to condition which was in this 
case so markedly present, atresia of the soft parts. ‘It was to 
meet this that free lateral incisions, on the Celsian principle, 
were needed, Operations for autoplasty of the palate to be 
successful must be careful but thorough. Mr. Hart here em- 
ployed only silver sutures, twisted, without shot, bar, or splint 
to secure For introducing the wire the hollow tubular 
needle is very convenient ; and for twisting it, dressing forceps 
may very well take the place of some complicated contrivances 
occasionally employed. To check the embarrassing bleeding 
which from time to time obscures the parts, small lumps of ice 
should be at hand, and iced water to rinse the mouth. 





Hledical Societies. 
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CASE OF ILIAC ANEURISM REMEDIED BY OPENING THE SAC, AND 
TYING THE COMMON ILIAC, THE EXTERNAL ILIAC, 
AND THE INTERNAL ILIAC AKTERIES. 
BY JAMES SYME, ESQ, F.R.S EDIN., 
PROFESSOR OF CLINICAL SUBGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 


Tux author reminded the Society that two years ago he had 
endeavoured to show reason for regarding the preference which 
‘had been given to the Hunterian operation for aneurism as tuo 
exclusive, since the circumstances which rendered it ad- 
van us in cases where the popliteal artery was affected 
might be so different in other situations as to reverse the 


grounds of choice—as in axillary aneurism, where the vessel is 
easily reached at the seat of rupture, and with t difficulty, 
as well as danger, tied above the clavicle. In reply to the 
doctrine usually taught, that the artery is not in a condition 
suitable for the ligature so far as the aneurismal sac extends, it 
was remarked that the size of the tumour does not depend 
upon the state of the vessel, and therefore cannot be taken as 
any measure of the extent to which its coats are impaired; 
while the formation of a sac, so far from proving injurious to 
the artery, must rather tend to strengthen and support it by 
consolidating the textures in its neighbourhood. ‘Trusting to 
this view of the matter, the author had operated with success 
in various cases, and now desired to relate one of recent occur- 
rence, which seemed strongly corroborative of the opinion he 
‘had expressed. 

R. L——, a seaman, thirty-one years of age, towards the 
end of November last received a blow on his left. groin, which 
caused a painful swelling that was treated as glandular; and 
about a month afterwards strained himself on the same side in 
leaping from a ship that was about to sink, with the effect of 
causing the formation of another tumour some inches higher up 
than the former one, On this account he repaired to the 
Camberland Infirmary, at Carlisle, and was then fonnd to 
suffer from an iliac aneurism. After remaining a week in the 
hospital, he went home until the end of February, when he 
was admitted into the hospital of Dumfries. Operative inter- 
ference having been there declined, the patient again went 
‘home, and betook himself to intemperate habits, with the 
ffect of injuring his health and greatly increasing the 
tumour. 

On the 18th of April he was admitted into the Royal In- 
firmiry of Edinburgh, when the aneurism was found to extend 
from below Poupari’s ligament considerabiy higher up than 
the umbilicus, and from two inches beyond the middle line of 
the abdomen towards the right side, completely across the left 
iliac reyion, so as to overlap the crest of the iliam. There was 
a strong pulsation throughout the whole extent of the tumour, 
great pain in the course of the crural nerve, and considerable 
«edema of the thigh. 

On the 20th, chloroform having been administered, the cavity 
‘was examined by introducing first one finger, then another, and 
finally the whole hand, without any trace of the artery being 
detected, whence it was concluded to be out of its usual situ- 
ation. A screw clamp provided by Professor Lister, of Glas- 





gow, was then employed to effect compression of the aorta; 
and this having been ascertained to be complete, a free incisioa 
was made through all the textures concerned, 80 as to lay the 
sac fully open, and allow six pounds of blood and clots to be 
scooped out. It then appeared that the arterial orifice was in 
the roof of the aneurism, from the vessel having been raised in 
this direction by the blood effused under it ; and this orifice 
being brought distinctly into view by dissection of the sac, was 
tied on both sides of the vessel. But as blood still issued, 
though not with the same force as before the ligatures were ap. 
plied, it was concluded that the internal iliac originated from 
the portion of artery comprehended between them ; and this 
vessel also having been exposed, was tied by a thread passed 
round it. The woand was then dressed superficially, and every. 
thing went on favourably. On the nineteenth day the ligatures 
separated, and the cavity gradually contracted. 

Some observations were then made—1. On the importance of 
ascertaining that the aorta could be effectually compressed so 
as prevent hemorrhage from its primary branches. 2. On the 
sac not maintaining a profuse and protracted suppuration like 
the investment of a chronic abscess, but readily contracting so 
soon as the distending force ceased to act. 3. On the impos- 
sibility of affording relief in the case related by any other means 
than the one employed, and the danger which would have 
attended ligature of the common iliac at an earlier period from 
the aperture being so near the bifurcation. 

In conclusion, the author expressed his hope that the cases 
of carotid, axillary, gluteal, and iliac aneurisms which had come 
under his observation would induce teachers of surgery to re- 
consider the propriety of representing the Hunterian operation 
as so exclusively the rule of practice as it had hitherto re- 
garded. 


Mr. Parrrrper asked if, when the orifice of the artery was 
expoced, he tied the vessel from within the sac or exterior 
to it, 

Mr. Apams had also some doubt as to the precise method 
of applying the ligature. 

Mr. Syme then further explained. 

Mr. ApAms considered that this method of treating aneurism 
was very bold and decisive, and justified by the successfal re- 
sult of the case mentioned. Again, it could be performed in 
cases in which any other operative interference would be im- 
possible, and there is less risk of hamorrhage, and, 
as all the clots are removed, of suppuration of the sac of the 
aneurism. The compression of the aorta was not new. Ban- 
delocque hd tried this me:hed in uterine hemorrhage, and he 
(Mr. Adams) could easily conceive that it might be very useful 
in such operations as amputation at the hip joint. 

Mr. Syme said that he should be happy to reply to any state- 
ment at variance with the opinions he had expressed in the 
paper ; but as nothing had been brought forward against it, he 
was ata loss to make a reply. ‘There were, he said, three 
points to which he wished ially to direct attention :— 
First. That there was no reason to conclude that the artery in 
the sac of an aneurism was unsound beyond the point of rup- 
ture; and, if sound, it was better to tie near that point. 
Secondly. That the artery, if unsound at the seat of the 
aneurism, is just as likely to be unsound at parts at a dis- 
tance, where, according to the Hanterian method, it is usual 
to tie it. In the case of axillary aneurism which he had pre- 
viously brought before the Society, the patient got quite well 
and to his work, but afterwards died of aneurism of the aorta. 
In this case the whole arterial system was diseased. Thirdly. 
If the arteries are unsound, it is better to S near the rup- 
tured part. In li ring arteries in stumps after ampatation, 
he had found repre so diseased that they grated under 
the ligature, and yet the case did well. In some cases, as in 
popliteal aneurism, it was impossible to tie the artery at the 
ruptured part. He felt confident that these principles were 
correct ; but one case, under Sir Astley Cooper’s care, of 
ture of the abdominal aorta, made him feel anxious. e 
patient was a man aged thirty-eight. The aneurism followed 
a blow. It gradually increased in size,and mage applied to 
it caused sloughing, followed by hemorrhage. Sir Astley 
Cooper endeavoured, by making an o, ening, to compress the 
artery, but on introducing his hand felt nothing but a confased 
mass of clots. He, therefore, enlarged the wound, and liga- 
tured the aorta above the bifurcation. In the dissection of 
this case, it was stated that the track of the artery was notin 
the aneurism. He (Mr. Syme), with the greatest respect for 
the opinion of Sir Astley Cooper, felt inclined to believe that 
he had been mistaken, rather than that there was an exception 
to the universal rule. 
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ON NECROSIS AND EXTRUSION OF THE VESTIBULE AND COCHLEA 
DURING LIFE. 
BY JOSEPH TOYNBEE, ESQ, FERS, 
AURAL SURGEON TO ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 


After referring to the frequent occurrence of caries in the 
bone, and to the infrequent occurrence of necrosis, the 
author proceeded to give, from the experience of others and of 
himself, the particulars of six cases of necrosis of the petrous 
bone. In twoof the cases related, the vestibule and cochl 
were thrown out in one mass during the lives of the patients; 
in two cases the cochlea only was extruded ; in the other cases 
the patients died from the effects of necrosis of the petrous bone, 
and the particulars of the dissectiors were detailed, The author 
entered at some length into the details of one of the cases which 
recently occurred to him, where the necrosed cochlea came away 
during the life of the patient, and in which the ear, though 
deprived of a cochlea, still retained a certain amount of hearing 
power. In conelusion, the author offered some observations on 
the treatment of diseases attended by discharge from the ear, 
and which are liable to terminate in caries or necrosis of the 
petrous bone. He also pointed out.the desirability of not re- 
moving polypi from the ear in cases of diseased bone. 

Dr. Kipp asked Mr. Toynbee if he had considered the views 
of Professor Helmholtz, who believed that the cochlea was 
intended to recognise the rhyme of musical sounds. 

Mr. Harvey wished to know if the patient was still alive, 
aad if there were sis remaining. He had known 
portions of the internal ear extruded, and had a preparation in 
which part of the cochlea and vestibule had come away. In 
the latter case there was paralysis and no power of hearing 
since, In these cases little or nothing can be done except at 
the commencement, He wished to ask if any good could’ be 
done by keeping ap counter-irritation over the mastoid process, 
In early cases we can show that caries of the bone generally 
arises at that part where the incus lodges. He could relate 
instances where counter irritation had been applied with great 
benefit in cases of commencing caries, 

Mr. Hotrnovse said that the paper was a very interesting 
one ; and if it could be believed that the patient could still 
hear, it would be interesting in a physiological point of 
view. He did not think that the experiments were conclasive. 
He thought that the blocking up of the sound ear was not 
enough to prevent hearing by the help of that ear. The fact 
that the patient could hear only when the mouth was applied 
very close to —egeenatsepeinery dar ysimateee the view that 
it was by vibration transmicted to the sound ear, Deaf persons 
often deceive themselves, and say they hear the ticking of a 
watch when the watch is remov: In one case, in which the 
manos had entirely lost ali hearing on both sides, he said that 

e could hear the organ at church and the carriages in the 
streets. It was, however, quite clear that it was from the 
Vibrations affecting probably the nerves of sensibility generally. 

Mr, ToyNBRE was aware of the views of Helmholtz, but he 
had purposely abstained from entering into the physiological 
part of the subject. In reply to Mr. Holthouse, he said that 
he had noticed those points only which would be of interest to 
surgeons ly. It is quite possible, Mr. Toynbee said, by 
pressing firmly on the tragus by the finger, to exclude all 
sounds, so that nothing is heard on shouting into the deaf ear, 
In his experience, caries generally commenced at the inner wall 
ofthe tympanum. He believed that a seton was the best form 
of counter-irritation ; but the most important point in treat- 
ment was syringing out the matter from the ear. In reply to Mr. 
Harvey, Mr. Toynbee said that in the case he had related 
there was no ysis. 

The Presment. said that in Mr, Cock’s dissection of the 
ears of persons born deaf, the semicircular canals were im-~ 
pervious, 

Mr. Toynpers said that he had dissected the ears of such 
persons, and found no structural alteration. 


CASE OF CANCER OF THE LEFT MALE MAMMA: WITH REMARKS 


BY JOHN ADAMS, ESQ, 
SURGEON TO THE LONDON HOSPITAL. 


The subject of this case was a gentleman seventy-two years 
of age, He wasa stout, florid, and healthy-looking man, and 
had suffered from pain in the breast’of a lancinatiny charac*er 
for seven or eight months, The nipple was retracted, and the 
sebaceous glands at its base were hypertrophied. tumour, 
embedded in fat, could not readily be defined, but gave to the 
finger a feeling of great hardness. Mr. Middleton confirmed 
the author's opinion as to its cancerous mature, and it was re- 








moved on the 8th of Aprif last; The r 

posed to have died of can tubercles in the liver. The 
microseope proved the disease to be genuine seirrhus in the 
rudimentary gland-tissue. 

The author referred to various cases recorded in the volumes 
of the “‘ Transactions” of this Society and in Tue Lancer. He 
did not attempt to deduce any inferences as to the nature and 
progress of the disease in the male, but proved, by reference to 
the cases already collected, that the male mamma is obnoxious 
to every species of cancer to which the female breast is liable. 


At the conelusion of the meeting, Dr. F. P. Linarzix, of 
Vienna, exhibited his Models of the Haman Form Lilustrating 
the Law of Increase in the Structare of Man. 

It was then announced thaton Tuesday, July 1, there would 
be a meeting of the Society to receive the Report of the Com- 

ittee on Suspended Animation. 
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Public Health in Redation to Air and Water. By W. T. 
GatupyEr, M.D., Physician to the Royal Infirmary, Edin- 
burgh, &. pp, 369. Edinburgh: Edmonston & Douglas. 

Tue Lectures which form the larger part of the present 

volume were delivered, the author tells us, during last summer, 
to an audience composed partly of students of medicine and 
partly of persons otherwise interested in the subject of public 
liealth. The remainder is devoted to the more technical and 
seientific consideration of the various circumstances bearing on 
the death-rate and upon the application of the Registrar- 
General's data to sanitary purposes. A considerable number 
of notes have also been added, mostly upon subjects of import- 
ance to the sanitary reformer. In all that relates to the value 
of air and water as sanitary agents, Dr. Gairdner’s treatise will 
be found to exhibit extensive information and trustworthy 
gutlance. We can recommend the work as a useful epitome 
of those portions of the multitudinous reports which have 
appeared within the last ten years having reference to the 
hygienic topic discussed by Dr. Gairdner. 





The Sulphureous Bath at Sandefjord in Norway. By Drs. 
/ pBESEN and Higsye, Physicians at the Bath, pp, 49 
Christiana, 1862. 

At a small town in the southern part of Norway, and about 
eighty miles from Christiana, exists a bathing establishment, 
at which the therapeutic virtues not only of sea-water, sulphur- 
water, and mud baths may be tried, but also the novel remedy 
of jelly-fishes, or medusew. When the jelly-fish is brought into 
contact with the skin, an irritating, pricking, burning sensa-° 
tion, like that produced by stinging-nettles, follows. If this 
effect be very intense, as it is in some cases, it soon extends 
beyond the seat of the original application, and is often accom- 
panied by a remarkable phenomenon, —namely, a contraction 
of the muscles like that following the use of an electro-galvanic 
apparatus. This contraction may even be attended by pyrexia, 
and last for several hours. According to the authors of this 
pamphlet, it is very probable that the jelly-fish may be found a 
usefal excitant of the peripheral nerves, and therefore service- 
able in many cases of paralysis, neuralgia, rheumatism, affec- 
tions of the joints, and certain forms of nervous debility. To 
such as may wish a pleasant sojourn, during a Norwegian sum- 
mer, at a moderate expense, and a trial of the virtues of salt, 
sulphur, mud, or jelly fishes, under able medical superintend- 
ence, we recommend a perusal of Drs, Ebbesen and Hirbye’s 


pamphlet. 

The Popular Science Review. Edited by James SAMUELSON. 
No. IIL, April, 1862. London: Hardwicke. 

Tar number justifies our previous commendations of 

this new candidate for public favour; The subjects mainly 

treated of in the part before us are, the Phosphorescence of the 
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Sea, the Sun and Solar Phenomena, Light and Colour, the 
Great Exhibition Buildings, Electro-Metallurgy, and the Manu- 
facture of Artificial Precious Stones. Mrs. Lankester contri 
butes a paper upon the White Clover, and Dr. Ashe an essay 
upon the Human Heart. Besides these, we have short reviews 
of various works, ar] a general summary of recent scientific 
progress, Foes Pa 
The Rot in Sheep ; its Nature, Cause, Treatment, and Preven- 
tion. Illustrated with Engravings of the Structure and 
Development of the Liver-Finke. By Jamrs B. Smonps, 
Professor of Cattle Pathology in the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, &. pp. 96. London: Murray. 

So far as we can judge, this appears to be an able monograph 
upon an important subject. Mr. Simonds leans to the theory 
that associates the true cause of “ rot” with the development 
of the distoma hepaticum. 


London and its Environs ; a Practical Guide to the Metropolis 
and its Vicinity. Illustrated by Maps, Plans, and Views. 
pp. 391. Edinburgh : Adam and Charles Black. 

To those of our foreign medical confréres who may be visiting 
the ‘‘ Great Metropolis,” and require a guide to its bewilder 
ments and wonders, Messrs. Black’s volume may be recom. 
mended. A few errors relative to the recent alterations made 
as regards the days and hours of admission to some of the public 
museums, &c., have unfortunately crept in. These, however, 
must not be allowed to militate against the general excellencies 


of the work. 





NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR 


THE PROMOTION OF SOCIAL SCIENCE. * 


SIXTH ANNUAL MEBTING. 


Tue following is the programme of proceedings for the week 
in the Fourth Department—Pvuetic Heatrn. 


President: William Fairbairn, Esq,. F.R.S, 

Vice Presidents: William Farr, M.D., F.R.S.; John Simon, 
Esq., F.R.S.; Thomas Watson, M.D., F.R.S., President 
of the Royal College of Physicians. 

Faripay, June 6rn.— Address of the President of the De- 

rpartment. . 

Dr. Letheby: On the Progress of the Rates of Mortality in 

the City. 

Benjamin Scott: Ancient Water Conduits and Modern 

»Drinking Fountains of London. 
Dr. Waller Lewis: On the Health, past and present, of the 
Working Classes of the General Post office. 


SaturDay, June 7ru.—A. E. Durham: Un the Comparative 
Hygienic Arrangements of the French and English Hospitals, 

Dr. J. C. Steel: Hospital Dietetics, 

Dr. Markham : London Hospital A buses. 

Dr. Thurle : What are the proper Situations for our Metro- 
politan Hospitals ? 

Dr. Miller: Condition of the Pauper Insane. 

Dr. Dobell: On the Prevention of Disease, and the Miti- 
gation of its Fatality. 


Monpay, Jung 9TH. — Mr, Godwin: On Overcrowding— 
Remedial Measures. 

Robert Rawlinson: The Principles of House Drainage and 
Town Sewerage. 

Alderman Mechi: On the Sewage of Towns as applied to 
Agricultural Parposes. 

W. Spooner Hill: Report on the Sewers and Sewage of 
Birmingham. 

Turspay, June 10rH.—Dr. E. Lankester: On the Genera- 
tion of Typhoid Fever. 

Dr. Lyons: Fevers. 
Two o'clock p.m.—Meeting of the Ladies’ Sanitary Association. 

The Lord Mayor in the chair. 
Evening Meeting at Burlington House — Discussion on the 
ects of Occupation on Health. 





Wepnespay, Jone lita. —Dr. Milroy: On the Health of 
the Army and Navy compared together. 

Dr. Hassall: Observations on the Employment in the Arts 
of Scheele’s Green or Arsenite o! Copper, and other Metallic 
Pigments. 

Mr. Ernest Hart: The Sale of Poisons, and the Prevention 
of Accidental Poisoning. 

D. Symes Prideaux : Noxious Vapours. 

The late Dr. M‘Wi'liam: The Health of the Mercantile 
Marine. 

Dr, Edward Symes Thompson: On the Dangers from Sani- 
tary Defects in places resorted to by Travellers in search of 
Health, 


Tuurspay, June 12TH.—Dr. Letheby: On the Daties of a 
Medical Officer of Health. 

Dr. Graily Hewitt: On a Common Cause of Mortality among 
Children. 

Mrs, M. A, Baines: Excessive Infant Mortality—How can it 
be Stayed ? 

A. Bryson: On Quarantine as a Means of Preventing the 
Spread of Infectious Diseases. 

Dr. E Haughton: On the Influence of Amusement on the 
Public Health. 


Fripay, Jones 13ru.—Sir Joshua Jebb: Ventilation. 

Dr. Sanderson: Observations on the Natural Movement of 
the air in Public Buildings similar to Hospitals, and the Appli- 
cation of Artificial Means of Ventilation, founded on an Expe- 
rimental Inquiry into the Ventilation of St. Mary's Hospital, 
Paddington. 

Dr. Aldis: Gas, its Effects upon Health, and the Results of 
Gas Legislation. 

Epwry Layxester, M.D.,F.R.S., 
W. O. Marxuam, M.D., 

G. Mutroy, M.D., 

R. Rawuixsoy, Esy., C.E., 


Secretaries. 





ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srtr,—In the conversation respecting the above College de- 
tailed in THe Lancet of the 17th ult., p, 528, in Mr. Cattlin’s 
very temperate letter, Mr. Propert is asked, *‘ If, when the new 
building (enlarging the school) be completed, the charge of the 
exhibitioners would be reduced to the original promised sum of 
£30?” Mr. Propert answered, that ‘* each exhibitioner cost the 
College £43 ; therefore he was sorry that he could not hold out 
any hope that the sum would ever be reduced below £40.” 
This statement was made at the annual general meeting of the 
College on the 12th ult. 

The rules of the College say that each exhibitioner shall pay 
the prime cost of his education; but by Mr. Propert’s state- 
ment it appears the College fends are mulcted this year at least 
£3 for each exhibitioner. The Council act thus notwithstand- 
ing the Solicitor-General’s decided opinion that they have not 
the power to devote one farthing of the funds of the College 
towards the education of the exhibitioners, I think, therefore, 
that by their own laws and their own construction of the Act 
of Incorporation they are liable to a Chancery proceeding if 
they do not charya each exhibitioner £43. Next year the prime 
cost may be, for what we know, £50; and this necessarily 
fluctuates every year with the cost of provisions, and the general 
management of the College. This uncertainty of charge must 
create dissatisfaction, must lead to — cavilling, and is 
subversive of the best interest of the school. 

The class of education cannot be too high, nor the ch 
too low, to meet the urgent want of the profession ; and I fally 
believe that, unless a change is made at once before the new 
school buildings are occupied, it is highly probable that a rival ' 
school will be started, and a large falling off in the number of 
members will naturally take All well-wishers of the 
Royal Medical Benevolent must hope that some 
may be devised to render this great institution worthy of our 
noble profession. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Queen’s-road, Dalston, June, 1862. Joun D. Jonrs, M.D. 








SuprRanNnvaTIoN ALLowancgrs TO Mgpscat OrFicers. 
—At the meeting of the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund 
Society of Ireland, held on Monday at Dublin, resolutions were 
monk aaibe the claims of medical offisers to superannuation 
allowances, 
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THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 1862. 


in #Memoriam: Thomas Wiaklep. 


Tue earthly existence of Taomas WAK.Ey has ended : thus 
the hope fondly cherished, in spite of reason, is broken at last, 
With the buoyancy characteristic of phthisis, nurtured by the 
elastic and irrepressible energies of the victim, he kept alive in 
his mind the belief that he might yet return to the scene of hie 
labours. [t had always been the privilege of that vigorous intel- 
lect to impart his convictions to others. When those convictions 
were urged upon hearts that beat towards him with affection— 
that but too well wished to believe, they found a ready accept- 
ance, Bat personal feelings must not be indulged in this place. 
The tribute that is justly due to Taomas Wax Ey is of a public 
character. At the close of a long career, devoted with un- 
swerving earnestness, and crowned with the most signal success, 
to the advancement of medical science and the political good of 
the medical profession, it is right that his services should be 
honoured in that journal which constituted the chief weapon 
which he forged to fight the battle of his brethren. 

Of all men, to Tuomas Wak ey belongs the undisputed title 
of the Great Medical Keformer. Like all successful reformers, 
his early years, his first struggles, were passed amid the storms 
of conflict, Individual interests were too closely linked to the 
corporate abuses he had undertaken to abolish, to render it 
possible to wage the contest on which he had entered with all 
the enthusiasm of his nature, without exciting some personal 
hostility. He has, however, enjoyed the good fortune and the 
rare satisfaction of living down the angry feelings which com 
passed him in early life. The good that he has done, the solid 
benefits which he has conferred upon his profession and upon 
society, are the fitting reply to all the imputations that once 
were hurled against him. Few now will refuse to reverence 
his memory. The good he has done will live after him, and 
will fructify year by year, a perennial stem of increasing fer- 
tility. Even the veterans amongst us—those of them especially 
upon whom fell some of the heavy blows of the young Re- 
former—who thought they were personally aggrieved and in- 
jured, have long since acknowledged his worth; many became 
his warm friends; and some of them have even lived to benefit 
in person by the reforms which they once dreaded as fatal 
innovations, It may be truly said that there is not now an 
hospital physician or surgeon, who could afford to rest his 
claim to his position upon sterling merit alone, who does not 
feel that the recognition of that claim as the pre-eminent title to 
honour is one of the triumphs of Tuomas Waktry. The London 
hospitals and the London schools, which, less than forty years 
ago, were virtually the property and inheritance of a small irre- 
sponsible oligarchy—which were of scanty profit to science, and 
engines of tyranny that crushed the soaring hopes of the young, 
now stand proudly forward as comparatively open and free in- 
stitutions, shedding multiplied blessings upon the poor, glowing 
with healthy and active scientific life, and kindling and feed- 
ing the fire of a noble emulation by holding out a certain reward 
to honourable industry. For the last twenty years the instances 





have been few in which the authorities, medical or lay, of our 
metropolitan hospitals have deemed it safe or politic to appoint 
to important positions men who could not fearlessly challenge 
promotion on the ground of merit. The immediate fruit of 
this altered feeling and policy has been a constant stimulus to 
labour and scientific research, which have trained a large body 
of distinguished men to uphold before the public the honour 
and influence of the profession. Nor has the good effect been 
limited to the creation of a body fit to occupy the more digni- 
fied positions on the hospital staffs. Every student, how- 
soever modest his ambition or humble his prospects, has had 
secured to him able and earnest teachers, the right of using 
freely the opportunities which the hospitals afford for his 
improvement, and the certainty that upright conduct and 
honest labour will win their just reward. These are among 
the benefits which all of us in common owe to the initiative 
genius and ardent courage of Toomas Waktey. But it is espe- 
cially the privilege of those in whom original talent and self- 
reliant perseverance are combined with native independence of 
character to feel how deep is the debt of gratitude he claims. 
Such men, who cannot climb by cultivating the mean arts of 
subserviency and intrigue, might still, but for his labours, have 
been doomed to chafe and fret under the rule of ignoble medio- 
crity. Every young man, unendowed with friends and wealth, 
if he have but worth and courage, henceforth will find in the 
reformed government of our medical institutions that encou- 
ragement and aid which are even surer avenues to success. The 
principle of free competition, which has wrought such important 
changes in the public services, and given so great an impetus 
to education, was planted and watered by Toomas WAKLEY 
in the soil of Medicine. It had become a part of our insti- 
tutions, it had proved its value amongst us, long before it 
made its way into the public services. To have achieved the 
reform of our hospital system would be honour enough. Buta 
mind so energetic and powerful as Tuomas WAKLEY’s was not 
satisfied with partial success. In Parliament, and as Coroner 
for Middlesex, he still fought for the advancement and honour 
of Medicine and of his brethren. As a member of the House 
of Commons, he was the first to assert the claims of the medi- 
cal profession to public consideration. He won for them the 
Medical Witnesses Act, which annually brings a large revenue 
to medical practitioners, and secures the better administration 
of justice. His popular qualities, his unrivalled power of sway- 
ing public assemblies, he made subservient less to his own 
advantage than to the assertion of the just claims of his pro- 
fession. When he contested, at enormous cost, the Coronership 
of Middlesex, there was probably no other medical man who 
would have had a chance of success. He challenged his right 
to that office on the ground of his medical skill, and he has by 
the dignity and efficiency with which he executed the duties, 
proved to the world the truth of the principle that a Coroner 
should be a medical man. It is by his great example that he 
has opened the way for other medical men to become Coroners 
too. 

The genius of Tuomas Waktky may be fitly characterized as 
inventive, initiative, and suggestive. He started priaciples; 
he founded institutions. These are the enduring monuments 
of genius. Some philosophers maintain that a force once 
exerted goes on acting for ever; that a sound, a motion im- 
parted, never ceases. Whether or no this be true in the phy- 
sical world, it is certainly true in the moral world. A good 





606 Tae Lancer,] 


SANITARY STATE OF LIVERPOOL, 


[June 7, 1862, 








action, a great discovery, the establishment of a good principle, 
noble words, continue to influence mankind through Time, Tue 
Lancer will perpetuate the memory of Tuomas WAkLty by 
cherishing after his death—as it has done during the many 
years of bis literary inactivity —the principles to which he 
consecrated his life, His example, his memory, are a living 
* Ae a 
“ How can he die, he who has left his soul 
On the rich canvas or the breathing scroll ? 


When the last hue is from thy canvas fled, 
memory gone—then, Genius, thou art dead !” 


—ii 
— 


In some leading observations made by us in our last number 
on the improved sanitary condition of Manchester, and on the 
useful labours of the Salford Association, we pointed out that 
Liverpool was, happily, not being allowed to run alone the 
course of improvement. Other great towns are evidently get- 
tins anxious as the western city that remediable sources of 
sickness and mortality shall cumber their thresholds as little 
as possible. Our readers are aware that some discussion has 
been going on in these pages as to whether more has not been 
claimed by Liverpool than it is fairly entitled to. Dr. Kensett’s 
argument is certainly worthy of respect—viz., that Liverpool 
must await a proper comparison with the progress made by 
other towns before everything she lays claim to can be freely 
acceded. But with this ready admission, we cannot help feel- 
ing that, if the whole matter be viewed from a fair general point 
of view, there is no reason to dispute the trath of Dr. Duncan's 
assertion as to the greatly improved death-rate of Liverpool 
and the marked advancement it has recently made in most 
sanitary matters. The letter of the Medical Officer of Health 
for the place in question, which we published in our number 
of May 24th, p. 562, sufficiently explains, we think, those facts 
which served as stumbling-blocks to Dr. Kessext. 

We have now before us the Report on the Health of Liver- 
pool for 1861. The Returns of the Registrar-General for the 
same year showed a somewhat less favourable state of the public 
health throughout England than in 1860, and Liverpool con- 
tributed its full share to the increased mortality. The death- 
rate of the borough during the two preceding years was— 
according to the Medical Officer of Health—unprecedentedly 
low, and, as is frequently the case after a long period of great 
healthiness, it underwent an augmentation during the last year. 
Nevertheless, it did not rise above the average of the previous 
five years, and was much beneath the average of the years 
preceding 1856. The deaths registered during the fifty-two 
weeks were 12,933, being 1697 more than in the previous 
year, and about 600 less than the average of the preceding ten 
years, corrected for increase of population. In the parish the 
deaths were 8680, and in the out-towns 4253 ; giving for the 
former a death-rate of 31°9, for the latter of 24, and for the 
borough of 28°8 per 1000. This mortality is about equal to the 
average of the preceding five years; but as compared with the 
mean of the ten years, 1851-1860, there will be found a saving 
of about 600 lives, and as compared with that of the ten years 
preceding the Sanitary Act, the Returns show that, high as the 
mortality was, not less than 1650 lives were saved last year in 
Liverpool. 

Amongst the sanitary improvements really required by this 
important place of traffic is the peculiar one of a proper 
** depét for smothered cattle.” Of the need for this, the reader 
of the following extract from a previous Report by Dr. Duxcan 
will have ample assurance :— 








‘* 1] beg again to represent the urgent necessity for a depdt 
for cattle smothered, or accidentally killed, on board the 
steamers while on their transit to Liverpool, and also for the 
unsound meat seized in the markets. In some years as many 
as 400 head of dead cattle are landed from the steamers, and 
much inconvenience has been hitherto experienced from the 
want of a proper depdt, within a reasonable distance of the 
North Docks, to which the Irish and Scotch steamers resort, A 
boiling-house will form a necessary portion of such an eatablish- 
ment, for the purpose of extracting the oil and fat, and so 
diminishing, as far as possible, the loss to the owners, In 
selecting the site, therefore, care must be taken to avoid a 
densely- peopled locality, or one which is likely soon to become 
So, as experience has shown that in such situations the process 
in question — whatever precautions may be adopted —must 
inevitably be more or less a nuisance to the inhabitants. Nor 
should the site be one to which the necessary access is through 
crowded or populous streets. On two occasions during last 
winter the aggregate number of dead cattle carted through the 
streets from Clarence Dock to the Abattoir near St. Andrew- 
street, and thence to Vauxhall-road in one case, and to Faza- 
kerley in the other, was upwards of 180, much to the annoy- 
ance of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood and of the streets 
through which the carrion was carried.” 

Hopes are held out that the difficulties in the way of pro- 
viding this long-required desideratum have at length been 
overcome ; plans have even been prepared, and a suitable site 
selected upon land belonging to the Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board. The new system of lodging-house inspection recently 
adopted in Liverpool continues to produce the most satis- 
factory results. But looking at the practice of overcrowding 
generally, it is clear that further legislative interference is in- 
dispensable to the remedying of some of its most salient evils. 
Excepting within the City of London, and in the case of com- 
mon lodging-houses, no power has yet been granted by which 
control can be exercised and systematically maintained over 
the dwellings of the poorer classes. A report mado by the 
Assistant Commissioner of Police on the condition of single 
rooms occupied by families in the metropolis without the pre- 
cincts of the City authorities, after giving in detail about forty 
most painfully disgusting examples of overcrowding, says :— 

*<It is evident from these cases, which might be greatly 
multiplied, that all the evils which the Acts for regulating 
common lodging-houses were intended to remedy still exist, 
almost without abatement, in single rooms occupied by families; 
single rvoms so occupied being exempt from the operation of 
the Act.... The causes are the avarice of owners, and the 
poverty or debasement of occupants; and the only hope of 
improvement seems to be in some legislative enactment.” 

As the Medical Officer of Health for the City of London 
properly observes, this overcrowding is the worst of all the 
unwholesome influences with which sanitary reformers have to 
deal; and until it be corrected, we shall never be secure from 
those outbursts of disease which appear often to set all our 
sanitary precautions at defiance. If proof be needed of how 
much remains to be done in regulating some of the most ob- 
vious arrangements connected with the assemblage of the 
poorer classes, particularly in great towns, let reference be 
made to the Report of the recent Deputation from the Metro- 
politan Association of Officers of Health to Lord Patmersror. 
To refer alone to the evidence of Mr. Renpiz, of Southwark, 
we may state that he had visited a school containing 110 chil- 
dren, which was held in a sort of loft. Upon one side the 
window opened into an extensive rag warehouse, where ex- 
ceedingly offensive rubbish was stored in large quantities. 
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Upon the other side existed the very foul and offensive back 
yards of poor, overcrowded houses. In these yards refuse of 
fish and vegetables was allowed to accumulate, and the yards 
themselves were ip most cases sloppy and badly paved. The 
so-called water closets of this school had been without water 
for four years! Another school contained 200 boys down- 
stairs and 150 up-stairs—a most objectionable arrangement in 
an unhealthy neighbourhood, the children probably having 
only from seventy to eighty cubic feet of space for air. The 
last pupil-teacher had been dangerously ill from disease attri- 
buted to the vitiated atmosphere of the place; and his successor 
was absent, ill with fever apparently from the same canse, 
The late master had left, from similar causes affecting his 
health. In conclusion, we may observe that the Borough-road 
Normal School is built over a swamp, and that water fre- 
quently overflows the basement story. Our sanitary reformers 
must not yet slumber. 





Medical Srnotations, 


RECENT DEATHS UNDER CHLOROFORM. 


Tue terrible frequency of deaths consequent upon the ad- 
ministration of chloroform for surgical purposes is a matter 
which cannot be regarded with indifference. Two deaths are 
now to be recorded, both under somewhat noteworthy circum- 
stances, John Emanuel Hill, of Norwich, aged sixteen years, 
was one of these unhappy persons. From the evidence given 
at the inquest, and the remarks of the coroner, we gather that 
the lad was the subject of disease of the bone of the great toe, 
the result of injury, He was placed under chloroform by Mr. 
Willis, not a qualified medical man, in the presence of Dr. E. 
C. Holland and Mr, Crawford Bell, both qualified practitioners, 
but said to entertain homeopathic views. Dr. Holland stated 
that the patient was a very healthy young man, that from a 
careful prior examination he was satisfied there was no 
disease which would render the inhalation of chloroform dan- 
gerous, that a very small quantity of chloroform was adminis- 
tered, and that the patient died in five minutes from the com- 
mencement of the inhalation. We pass over the statement of 
Dr. Holland, that from the first he considered that nothing 
would save fe but amputation of the toe; and we only call 
attention here to three facts: the quantity of chloroform does 
not seem to have been measured; it was administered by an 
unqualified person, without using any apparatus for determin- 
ing the proportion of chloroform in the inspired air; it was 
employed for a minor operation, The second case is that of 
Pierre Pelletier, aged thirty-three, the subject of fistula. His 
physician had examined the head and heart prior to causing 
chloroform to be administered, and found nothing to create 
doubt. However, the patient died under chloroform. Mr. 
Gant, of the Royal Free Hospital, found the heart and lungs 
extensively diseased; the disease of the heart is described as 
“atrophy.” Mr. Gant commented, apparently with some 
severity, on the mode of administration, and the laxity of the 
prior examination of the deceased. The physician, however, 
appeared to have taken most of the usual precautions, and he 
was properly aequitted of all criminal implication in the death 
of the patient. Bat here, too, it is proper to point out that 
the chloroform does not appear to have been given in measured 
quantity, that no apparatus was employed for regulating the 
admixture of air, and that the operation was one of a minor 
character. These conditions have now been found concurrent 
in so very large a proportion of fatal cases, that we cannot but 
continue to attach to them the importance which we have 
always maintained’ to belong to them. 





Some dozens of lives have now becn sacrificed by the adminis- 
tration of chloroform for the extraction of teeth, the removal 
of superficial seb t , amputation of toes and fingers, 
and other trifling operations. Although Dr. Holland went to 
the extreme point of saying that he considered from the first 
that nothing could save his patient’s life but amputation of the 
toe, yet it may be properly assumed that the affections men- 
tioned do not involve issaes of life and death. Moreover, we 
would point out that the facilities for procuring local anesthesia 
are too much neglected in these cases. The removal of super- 
ficial tumours, the evulsion of nails, and the incision of abscesses 
may be performed with the most complete absence of pain if 
the part be previously refrigerated by the well-known mixture 
of ice and salt, The most painful of minor operations is the 
evulsion of the great toe-nail. Mr. Ernest Hart recently 
stated at the Medical Society of London that he had more 
than once performed this operation with the aid of the freezing 
process, the patient being completely unconscious of pain. It 
is sometimes complained that this process is tedious in its ap- 
plication ; but to ensure rapidity, it is only necessary that the 
ice should be very finely powdered, or, what is better, flaked 
with the end of a knife or cucumber-slice. It has lately bcen 
stated that the local application of chloroform in a particular 
manner, which we recently described, causes anesthesia of 
the part; the application of P steeped in solutions of 
aconite has produced the same effect. The more zeneral appli- 
cation of local anesthesia is a means of diminishing that con- 
siderable mortality from the use of chloroform which must 
justly increase the growing fear with which the profession and 
the public regard that useful and beneficent agent. There are 
some features in many of the cases ending fatally which seem 
to show that a false security has been engendered as to the use 
of this agent. Dentists, druggists, and practitioners of but 
limited experience are found administering chloroform under 
very trivial inducements, and omitting those precautions with 
which some of the most experienced and accustomed chloro- 
formists would not venture to dispense. No prior examination, 
or a very imperfect one, is made; the chloroform is not mea- 
sured; no apparatus is used; the admission of air is regulated 
by a rule of thamb; the pulse and respiration are not sys- 
tematically watched and noted ; and death occurs. It is highly 
desirable that a stricter régime should prevail, and that the 
administration of chloroform should not be thought or spoken 
of or practised as a light matter. We protest against its em- 
ployment where local anwsthesia may be substituted, where 
unskilled persons are the agents, where proper examinations 
and watchful supervision are not instituted, where provisivn is 
not made for its careful measurement and the regulated admis- 
sion of 95 per cent. of atmospheric air, and where means of 
resuscitation are not apparently provided. The frequent recur- 
rence of deaths by chloroform is a veritable misfortune to hu 
manity and to science ; it is one against which we are bound to 
employ all the care and forethought which are applicable to i's 
prevention. 








SOCIAL SCIENCE. 


A LARGE number of the members of the medical profession 
are no doubt enrolled among the attendants of the Social 
Science Congress this week. Those who are not, and who can 
take time to join that Association, will find in it the oppor- 
tunity of many hours of pleasant discourse and profitable 
reflection. The daily meetings of this Association at Guildball, 
and of the Congrds de Bienfaisance at Burlington House, will 
take place at eleven o'clock throughout the following week ; 
they will be replete with interest to all thinking men, of what- 
ever grade or pursuit; but to the members of the medical pro- 
fession, occupied with the physical and mental well-being of 
their fellow-men as the essence of their daily occupation, full 
of information as to their wants and failures, and the way of 
rectifying them, these meetings afford the means of giving 
and receiving knowledge alike interesting to the individual 
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and important to society, Moreover, in their social relations 
as friendly international gatherings, as peaceful congresses for 
purposes of beneficence and good will, and as the meeting- 
ground of men widely severed by distance, but closely bound 
by community of thonght and pursuits, these days and even- 
ings of fruitful converse are full of pleasure and good purpose. 
The hospitalities of the College of Physicians, and of other 
learned and corporate bodies, will tend to increase this plea- 
sure, and to multiply the opportunities of friendly meeting. ‘The 
presence of a large number of medical practitioners will be alike 
useful in the direction of several of the discussions, and valuable 
to the many who may go there to learn as well as to teach. 


MYSTERIOUS DEATHS. 


Tuer is a painful check to our utility in the declaration 
made by Dr. Taylor, that he has been unable to detect the cause 
of death in the children supposed to have been murdered at Man- 
chester. Neither organs nor tissues yielded to the anatomical 
experts any indication of such change as might be induced by 
physical violence or narcotico-irritant poison.. There was no 
peculiar odour; no appearance of asphyxia. They were wrapt 
in the sleep of death, but the agent of his bidding was not 
visible. The most cunning search of chemists failed to detect 
any subtle alkaloid or known poison. It must be remembered 
that the means of detection of the alkaloids are becoming daily 
more certain. Since the trial of Palmer, the statements of Mr. 
Rodgers, Mr. Herapath, and Dr. Letheby, have been fully verified ; 
and not only can the most minute fraction of a grain of strych- 
nine be detected, but the comparative permanence of the alka- 
loid on the decomposing tissues has been demonstrated. Moreover 
the physiological test has proved most delicate and accurate ; 
and the effect produced upon animals by the administration or 
application of a small quantity of the contents of the stomach, 
shows quickly what is the nature of the organic poison to be 
sought. Similar conclusions have been established in regard 
to nicotine by Melsens,—a fact which cannot be too widely 
known. Meanwhile poisoning by noxious and volatile vapours, 
such as chloroform, is suggested as a new field of crime. We 
are extremely indisposed to believe that such a thing could be 
done as the easy asphyxiation of children by chloroform. At 
any rate it is not in all cases that chloroform would cause 
death, and it is doubted whether the supposition will be found 
to be correctly based when further circumstances shall be dis- 
closed. ‘ 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION. 


Tue jubilee of this important and valuable institution was 
held last week. We refer to it because amongst the recipients 
of its bounty there have been no less than forty-five of the 
widows and daughters of medical’practitioners. There are at 
the present time seven of these annuitants, and seven more 
candidates for the next election. What a lamentable picture 
does this present of the poverty and destitution which too often 
attend the widows and orphans of those in our profession who 
during their lives occupy a position of respectability and use- 
fulness, but who fail to provide for those who are nearest 
and dearest tothem. Fifty years ago the pursuit of our noble 
profession would seem to have been as hard-working and pre- 
carious as it unfortunately now is. It is to a poor artist, 
Peter Hervé, that the National Benevolent Institution owes its 
origin. In honour to the memory of such a man, we record 
here the fact that nearly fifty of the widows and orphans of 
our professional brethren have had their last days cheered and 
made comfortable by his disinterested and noble exertions, 

Is the institution which he founded sufficiently known to 
the members of our calling? We think not; otherwise it 
is impossible to suppose that so few of them would be found 
among the contributors to its funds. For fifty years it has 
pursued its beneficent career, dispensing its blessings among 





—— ——— 


those whose lot in life demands the utmost kindness and con. 
sideration. We call attention to it on this occasion from a full 
knowledge of the mode in which its affairs are conducted, Not 
a shilling of unnecessary expense is incurred. The cases selected 
are inquired into with the greatest possible care, and its entire 
proceedings are conducted in a manner which reflects the highest 
credit upon its executive. The National Benevolent Institation 
has a claim upon our profession which cannot be ignored, It 
appeals to our judgment and our sympathies. Its antecedents 
speak ‘‘trumpet-tongued” of the services which it has ren- 
dered tous. For the future it will be our bounden duty to 
demonstrate that we are not unmindful of those associated with 
us who are looking with anxious hope for the result of the 
next election. 


GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL. 


TueE General Medical Council terminated its meetings for the 
session on Wednesday, the 2lst ult. After some motions with 
reference to the proper qualifications of public vaccinators, the 
report of the Register Committee was read, from which it ap- 
peared that the Register was falling off considerably in its sale. 
Some proceedings then took place with regard to facilitating 
the distribution of the Register. It is to be regretted that 
the motion of Dr. Andrew Wood, seconded by Dr. Emble- 
ton, was not carried, as it would have tended, we think, to 
good results, The finances of the Council do not appear to be 
in a very flourishing condition, but they estimate that their 
income from all sources will in the year 1862 exceed the ex- 
penditure by about £116—a somewhat narrow margin. Alto- 
gether, the recent session, though not apparently very fruitful 
in result, gives promise of future benefits. 


THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


We are glad to see that the next member of Council who is 
eligible to a seat at the Board of Examiners of the College of 
Surgeons is Mr. Kiernan. His election could not occur at a 
more opportune time, for no man among us has done more to 
extend our knowledge of anatomy. His reputation is great, 
and deservedly so, wherever the science of anatomy is studied 
or taught. He is the right man come at the right time. 








THE POISON OF THE ADDER. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Srr,—Having read in your journal of the 24th ult. some ob- 

servations wherein all bad effects from the bite of the common 

iper are said to be obviated “‘ by suction and sur- 

rounding the bitten part with a tight ligature,” I think it 

right to state that such a desirable result is by no means uni- 
form or to be depended — 

About two years ago I the misfortune to be wounded in 
the forefinger of wets we hand by a full-grown 

ner ter. lshouah 1 inetanti 
i , and 
to th 
tuti 
the pono fang of the vi 
t ison- ® viper is i i 
which the creature frequently inserts it, the ex 
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i ty. 

My own opinion is, that the only effectual remedy, as i 
cases of hydrophobia, consists in the immediate excision of the 
injured part; and where that is not practicable, there can be 
no doubt that the precautionary means pointed out by Dr. 
Bishop ought never to be neglected. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servan 
E. J. Parry, L.R.C.P. Edin, 
Ballymenach, Argylishire, June, 1862. 








Tae Cancer Hospritat, Brompron.—The first festival 
in commemoration of the opening of the new Hospital for 
Cancer, at Brompton, was held on Monday last, at Willis’s- 
rooms: Mr, John Abe] Smith in the chair, 
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MEMOIR OF THOMAS WAKLEY, ESQ. 


Tue biography of Mr. Wakley may almost be said, since the 
time he established Tae Lanogr, to be the history of the 
Medical Profession. The influence which he has exerted for 
forty years on the social and political condition of the prac- 
titioners of Medicine has been such as to identify him with the 
changes which have occurred during that long period. There 
are comparatively few practitioners now living who can recol- 
ject the state of the profession half a centary ago; at the time, 
indeed, when Mr. Wakley commenced his early studies in the 
art. The improvements which have been effected during the 
last forty years have been great and striking, and it was mainly 
due to the courage, energies, and talents of one man that these 
changes were made—that man was Toomas WAKLEY. 

He was born in 1795, at Membury, in Devonshire, and was 


the son of Henry Wakley, Esq., a gentleman much respected | 
in the county, and who lived to a great age, a fine specimen of | 


the English yeoman. When quite a child, young Wakley 
was described as a boy of restless disposition, and before he was 
eight years of age he expressed an earnest desire to go to sea. 
He took one voyage to Calcutta when ten years of age, as a 
midshipman, but relinquished the sea as a profession in con- 
sequence of the death of the captain of the ship, and his father’s 
objection to his following that occupation. Subsequently to this, 





them to be the equals, if not the rivals, of what were then called 
the pure practitioners, With these objects in view—and that 
they were vast, and difficult of attainment, few will deny—he 
established Tue Lancer, It must be recollected that at this 
time not a single clinical lecture was delivered in any of the 
hospitals in London ; and no reports of cases which occurred 
in them were published, It can readily be imagined what 
effect the appearance of such a work had on those who held 
appointments in hospitals, or who were connected with the 
corporations, and many of whom made strenuous efforts to put 
down the inconvenient publicity given to their proceedings by 
of cases occurring im the wards, and of lectures delivered pub- 
licly in the theatres. It was through the ageney of this journal 
that the lectures of Sir Astley Cooper were fiest made public, 
and the results of the experience of that great surgeon given 
to the medical profession. It must not be supposed, however, 
that the difficulties of carrying on Tuk Lancer, against a host 
of influential and angry opponents, were small. On the con- 
trary, the difficulties, and even dangers, were such, that a man 
of less energy of character and determination of purpose than 
Mr. Wakley would have succumbed to the persecutions and 
prosecutions with which he was visited. Mr. Wakley had 
early contended that, as a public journalist, he was entitled to 
give an account of what a surgeon acting as a public servant 
within the walls of an hospital said or did. Accordingly, he 
proceeded to publish the lectures of Mr. Abernethy, delivered 


young Wakley passed some time at school at Wiveliscombe, and | in the theatre of St. Bartholomew's Hespital. This was re- 
was afterwards apprenticed to an apothecary at Taunton. He did garded as an infringement on the property and rights of the 
not, however, remain with this gentleman until his indentures | lecturer ; and Mr, Abernethy, supported by most of the hos- 
expired, but finished his apprenticeship partly with Mr. Coul- | pital surgeons and physicians in the metropolis, moved for an 
son, of Henley-on-Thames, and partly with Mr. Phelps, of | injunction in the Court of Chancery to restrain the publication 
Beaminster. In the year 1815 he repaired to London for the | of the lectures in question. The arguments on both sides were 
purpose of completing his education by walking the hospitals. | lengthy and elaborate. It was justly considered that the ques- 
The visits which he paid to the various hospitals, with the | tion was one of vital importance, and every effort was used on 


object of fixing his choice on a place of study, forcibly im- 


pressed him with the neglect and confusion which prevailed in 
regard to the hours at which the medical officers attended, cation Mr. Abernethy succeeded in his object ; but on a third 


either to go round the wards or to lecture in the theatre. His 
choice fell eventually, however, on the united hospitals of 


Guy’s and St. Thianas’s, where Sir Astley Cooper was then in | 
his zenith, and gave the lectures on surgery. The practical 
and sagacious mind of young Wakley soon saw the error of the | 


lecturing system as it then prevailed, and, leaving the dis- 
courses on botany, materia medica, &., to be studied mainly 
in books, he devoted himself to the study of anatomy and hos- 
pital practice. .‘‘ Anatomy,” he would say, “is the foundation 
of all medical practice; there can be no good surgeon who is 
deficient in anatomical knowledge.” He was always opposed 
to the mere lecture eystem, and retained his opinion to the last 
on this subject and in reference to the importance of anatomy 
and clinical instruction. In less than eighteen months after Mr. 





either side. The result of tho first application was the refusal 


| of the Chancellor to grant an injunction. In his second appli- 


hearing of the case a few months afterwards, the Chancellor 
(Lord Eldon) delivered his judgment in these few words— 
**I dissolve the injunction.” 

This was, indeed, a triumph for the press, and the influence 
which it exerted has been great and lasting. Mr. Wakley 


| during his early career as an editor was made the subject of 


several actions for libel, not for attacks on private character, for 
these he abborred, but arising out of his strong denunciation of 
the public acts of public men. The Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons once moved for a criminal information in con- 
sequence of an article respecting their treatment of naval sur- 
geons ; but the Council abandoned the case, and did not file 
the bill. The most remarkable, however, of these actions, and 


| the only one which it will be necessary to refer to here, was 


Wakley entered at Guy's Hospital, he passed his examination | the celebrated action for libel which was brought, in 1823, 
at the College of Surgeons—an ordeal which he characterized | against Tux Lancet by the late Mr. Bransby Cooper. Mr. 
as ‘‘the veriest farce imaginable.” He continued to attend | Cooper had operated for stone on a patient in Guy’s Hospital, 
the Borough hospitals for two or three years after becoming | The operation was tedious, and the patient died. The gentle- 
a member of the College, and then settled in Argyle-street, | man who reported the case for Taz Lancer drew up his report 
having purchased an old-established practice in that locality. | in a form and with expressions that we cannot, looking back 
He remained in Argyle-street for about three years, in the | on the transaction through a vista of thirty-four years, com- 
course of which he married the youngest daughter of Mr. | mend or even excuse. But the present times are different from 
Joseph Goodchild, a retired merchant of great wealth and | the past. Such a report could not now be published. We 


respectability. 

In the autumn of 1823 he retired from practice and projected 
and published the first number of Tae Lancer. It is evident 
that, whilst he was studying at the hospitals, his mind had been 
strongly imbued with the necessity of great changes in the 
mode of electing the medical officers of these institutions, who 
at that time were the mere nominees of a clique. He felt im- 
pressed with the importance of destroying the system of self- 
election in the medical corporations, and of raising the educa- 
tion of general practitioners to such a height as would enable 





refer to the case, however, as being one of the turning points 
of Tue Lancet’s career. Mr, Wakley, having been assured 
over and over again that the facts detailed in tae report of the 
case were strictly correct, and considering it right that those 
facts should be made public, published them in Tue Lanogr, 
An action was immediately commenced by Mr. Cooper, and 
came on for trial before Lord Tenterden and a special jary on 
Dec. 12th, 1828. 

A leading journal, commenting on these proceedings, re- 
marked :— 
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** The trial excited intense interest, and some officers of the 
Court obtained in many instances fees of a sovereign for pro- 
curing seats in which the proceedings could be heard, Sir 
James Scarlett was leading counsel for the plaintiff. The 
damages were laid at two thousand pounds, but the plaintiff 
obtained only one hundred, the jury remaining out of the box, 
deliberating on their verdict, until after midnight. A memor- 
able circumstance distinguished the law proceedings in this 
trial. Mr, Wakley, as the defendant, having pleaded a jus- 
tification, insisted that although he was defendant he had a 
right to go into his case first—a point which was strenuously 
and energetically opposed by Sir James Scarlett, as its con- 
cession would give the defendant the benefit of a reply, or the 
last speech, Mr, Wakley coolly the question on the 
point of law, showing that before jary could consistently 
consider the subject of damages, they ought to be satisfied that 
damage bad been done. He instanced cases of trespass—some 
in which Lord Tenterden (the judge on the present occasion), 
when Mr. Abbott, had been concerned. He showed that when 
damages were sought to be obtained, where a right of way was 
claimed, the-first thing always to be discussed was, w a 
right of way existed, Seoeer if it did, there was no trespass, 
So ought it to be, he contended, in cases of libel, where a jus- 
tification was pleaded, and as his (Mr. Wakley’s) pleas were 
wholly affirmative, he claimed a right to begin. After the 
ease had been fully argued on both sides, the following deci- 
sion was given by the Jadge, Lord Tenterden :— 

** * As the decision of this point may be hereafter cited as 
an authority, and as I believe I have now the opportunit 
of consulting two of my learned brothers of the Court, I shall 
obtain their sanction before I decide it.’ Lord Tenterden here 
retired to consult with two of the other learned jud who 
were in an adjoining Court. His lordship remained absent 
about ten minutes, and on his returning said,—‘I am of opi- 
nion that the defendant in this case has a right to begin.’ ” 

** On the subject of this very important decision, —important 
to the liberty of the press,—which had never before been ob- 
tained in cases of libel, Sir James Scarlett, in the course of 
the trial, thus spoke :—‘I am no enemy to the periodical 
press ; far from it, though I have never flattered it, and will 
never court it; but this I will say, that the example of this 
proceeding has given it a triumph and an influence which it 
never had before !’ ” 

“The decision of the Judge was most honourable and valn- 
able, and Mr, Wakley is entitled to the gratitude of every 
lover of a free in England for the ‘triumph’ which he 
then procured for it. In giving, in cases of libel where a ‘ jus- 
tification’ is pleaded, the right to the defendant to go into 
his case first, and then to bring the concluding speech to bear 
upon his opponent, the editor who conducts his journal upon 
public grounds, is armed with a prodigious degree of power, 
and one which was never possessed by the press before it 
was obtained by Mr. Wakley at the trial in question. At the 
same time, the editor who disgraces the press, by slandering 
private character, is placed, as he ought to be, in an infinitely 
worse position, because, not being capable of coming forward 
with a plea of justification in Court, he virtually acknowledges 
his guilt, and the falsehood of his imputation.” 

We have alluded to the case of Mr. Bransby Cooper because 
it is in fact one of the leading features in Mr. Wakley’s career, 
and because it was fraught with quences of so tous 


But this was only one amongst many of the indignities to which 
members were ex By the efforts of Tuk Lancer, many 
of these humiliations and acts of injustice have long since been 
discontinued. But the battle to attain these rights was long 
and obstinate. Not only was Mr. Wakley subjected to legal 
proceedings for addressing the President and Council in the 
theatre of the College, but he suffered the indignity of personal 
violence on that occasion from the hands of poli ordered 
to remove him, The subject which Mr. Wakley was desirous 
of submitting to the notice of the Council was the unjust and 
cruel treatment to which naval surgeons had been subjected 
by the authorities. It was in his capacity of Editor of Tne 
Lancet that Mr. Wakley exposed the impostares of Chabert, 
the Fire Kin and denounced - 


ings attracted great attenti 
ay me can be no doubt that Mr. 
service to the profession and the 
decided conduct in regard to these 
In addition to other services that 
the profession may be mentioned the 
ing a system of clinical teaching in \. 
copemmnse of Tue Lancet, clinical teaching was unknown, 
e was the first to publish re of the ings of the 
various medical societies, is course met with strenuous 
and long-continued opposition, and it required years of resolute 
perseverance to bring this kind of reporting to anything like 
perfection. It is now an im t elemeat in professional 
instruction. Mr, Wakley was always the defender and upholder 
of the rights and privileges of the surgeons of the united ser- 
vices, and of the Poor-law medical officers, He lent his aid 
effectually to the reform of the laws affecting Junatics. His 
name is associated with most of those ings which had 
reference to the welfare of the great body of surgeons in general 


ractice, 

¥ Mr. Wak'ey held the office of Coroner for Middlesex upwards 
of twenty-three years, He had been early impressed with the 
necessity of a Coroner having had a medical education, and 
repeatedly insisted on this with much force in the pages of Tu 
Lancer, On the death of Mr. Unwin, Coroner for Middlesex, 
in 1830, he became a candidate for the vacant office. He was 
opposed by the late Mr. Baker, and, after a contest unequalled 
in severity and excitement, lost the election by 136 votes only, 
the numbers for Mr. Baker being 3670, and for Mr. Wakley 
3534. It was during this remarkable contest that Mr. Wakley 
first displayed his ex i powers as an orator to the 
masses, The excitement on Goteorel pup and the neigh- 
bourhood was so great at the close of each day’s poll that it was 
calculated on one occasion that upwards of 90,000 persons were 
present. Though on this occasion unsuccessful, the discussion 
of the question of a medical Coronership had attracted much 
public attention, and, doubtless, contributed to his suecess 
when he offered himself again to the freeholders in 1839, on 
which occasion he waselected by an enormous majority, During 
the time he held the office of Coroner he effected many whole- 
some changes in the mode of conducting inquests. 
entirely remodelled the form in which the verdicts had pre- 
viously been returned. His physiological knowledge enabled 
him to confate some popular errors that had long prevailed as 
to causes of death—amongst the rest, in children vulgarly pre- 
d to have been “ overlain,” and in which he ascertai 








a character to the freedom of the press. But no man ever re- 
tted more than did Mr. Wakley the injury which Mr. 
meee sustained from this action. It is gratifying to be able 
to state here, that for several of the last years of Mr. Bransby 
Cooper’s life he was on terms of cordial intimacy with Mr. 
Wakley ; that he sat for his portrait, which appeared in THe 
Lancet, and furnished -the facts contained in his biography 
Those who knew Mr. Wakley can Cae 


accompanying it. 
stand bow two such men as himself and Mr. Cooper could be- 


come reconciled after so serious a 
erous, kind-hearted men, and, 
insult or injury, incapable of bearing malice. 
Mr. Wakley having succeeded in establishing his right to 
mblish public lectures delivered in a public theatre, directed 
his energies to a reform of the government of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons. At that time the Council were wholly 
irresponsible and self-elective. The members were treated 
with insult and contempt. As an instance, it may be men- 
tioned that they were not allowed, even on the occasion of 
the Hunterian oration, to enter the College by the front door ; 
this was reserved for the Council and their friends! The mem- 
bers were admitted to the theatre through a kind of wicket- 
gate, situated at the back of the College in Portugal-street. 


uarrel. They were both 
owever ready to resent 





that the death almost universally occurred from suffocation, but 
her ar mavien 0s the pebtin by Ghoscomgn, ouah 208 SaRaiiey 
t service to the pu ry courage, zeal, 1 

with which he falfilled his duties. The memorable Hounslow 
case, amongst a host of others, is a sufficient proof of this. The 
exposure of the cruel punishments then inflicted in the army 
profoundly affected the public mind, and led to a permanent 
and progressive amelioration. * 

The larity which Mr. Wakley obtained was due not 
euliy'to hiv tehannedn hecverk of Medical Reform, but to the 
services he rendered to the cause of progress generally. He 
was strongly opposed to all centralization in government, and 
as the unflinching and eloquent advocate of the rights of the 
poor he was second to none. 

Under these circumstances, it was reasonable to expect that 
he might aspire to senatorial honours. On the passing of the 
Reform Bill in 1832 he received a requisition from a large body 
of the electors of Finsbury that he would offer himself as 
candidate to represent them in Parliament. He complied witb 
the request. this occasion he was unsuccessful, Mr, Grant 
and Mr. Serjeant Spankie being elected by considerable majo- 
rities, On the second occasion also he was defeated; but 
1835 he succeeded in obtaining a majority of upwards of one 
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many thousand votes. Mr. Wakley continued to represent the borough 
been of Finsbary until 1852, on one election he and Mr. Duncombe 
s long having i a majority of several thousands over their 
legal opponents. 
nm the hilst in Parliament his name was h ably iated 
rsonal with the successful efforts which were made to obtain the par- 
dered don of the Dorchester labourers : hiv speech on that occasion 
sirous is stated by those who heard it to have been one of unusval 
t and eloquence. Whenever he had the o; ity, or when cir- 
jected cumstances required it, he defended and upheld the rights of 
Tne his brethren, He framed and carried the Medical Witnesses 
abert, Act, of which the effect was to put in the pockets of the pro- 
nack- fession many thousands a year in remuneration for services in 
ceed. the Coroner’s Court—services which were previously compul- 
arred, sory and unpaid. He always spoke and voted for the aboli- 
rtant tion of all taxes upon knowledge. He also obtained a select 
s and committee of the House of Commons to inquire into the state 
of medical education and practice. Before this committee, 
ed to during the session, an immense mass of valuable evidence was 
blish- accumulated. Mr. Warburton was the chairman of the com- 
to the mittee, the report of which had great influence on the progress 
n0Wn, of medical reform. 
of the The following sketch of Mr. Wakley as a speaker in the 
nuous House of Commons is from a work entitled ‘‘ The Orators of 
solute the Age,” written by Mr. G, H. Francis, and published in 
g like 1847 :— 
sion “There is decided character about Mr. Wakley as a plat- 
rolder form-speaker. Although any violence of tone which t 
i ser- may at one time have been in his s has been softened 
is aid down, he is still, in his physical and even in his mental pecu- 
His liarities, a type, and a very striking one, of the agen aes 
bh had Nay, his broad, burly frame, his powerful voice, his careless, 
eneral unstudied action, and his blunt, off-hand mode of address, may 
have contributed, even more than his actual conduct, or the 
wards sentiments he has from time to time expressed, to gain for him 
th the his former pps reputation. He is just the man to sway 
», and a mob: nothing daunts him; no man dare attempt to put him 
£ Tur down. Not even O’Connell himself can wield with such a per- 
lesex, fect will the rude elements of democracy. He stands amidst 
e was the storm and shock of a public meeting Tike a rock or a tower, 
nalled immovable, uninfluenced, even by its utmost fury. An abso- 
only, lute command of temper, yet a determined spirit to put down 
akley opposition, a watchful eye, a shrewd perception, and a ready 
touch of humour to catch the current of feeling as it turns, give 
10 the him a power over a miscellaneous multitude such as could not 
aeigh- be wielded by men of, perhaps, much greater intellect, but 
it was not the same amount of determination, patience, tact, and 
5 were knowledge of the weak side of human nature; for in a 
ussion crowd the weak side shows most prominently ; the best men 
much shrink from publicity. 
NEES * Mr, Wakley, as a speaker in the House of Commons, is 
39, on more distinguished for shrewdness and common sense than for 
during any of the higher accomplishments of the orator, A plain, 
vhole- simple, blant, downright style disarms suspicion and bespeaks 
. He FF contidence, even at the ontset of his address. A manly frank- 
d pre- ness, both im his bearing and delivery, precludes the idea of 
abled any preparation, or of any design to entrap by means of the 
led as ordinary tricks and contrivances of the practised debater, He 
y pre @ has a brief, conversational manner, as h his thoughts were 
tained quite spontaneons, and not the result of preparation. He 
n, but seems to be thinking what he shall say next, as if the snb- 
od im- ject came quite to his mind, and he were, by « sort of 
lustry # compulsion, drawing as much truth out of it as he could. 
nslow # This gives both fi ess and vigour to his speeches. By his 
. The singular shrewdness and common sense, his perfect command 
army of temper, his good-humoured irony, and store of information, 
anent available at the moment on almost all subjects, he has ac- 
- quired an amount of influence in the House rt gee ed to 
e not the demands of his position. He has inspired much confidence 
to the in his judgment, and by an original, because an unfettered, 
. He turn of thinking, he contrives to strike out new views of the 
t, and subjects before the House, and to supply materials for think- 
of the ing or for debating out of what seem to be threadbare themes, 
This is the consequence of the original turn of his mind and 
t that the independence of his position. He has no party ties; he 
of the has received no training ; he has no class prejudices, such as 
» body obtain influence in the House of Commons; but he has been a 
fasa shrewd and constant observer of human nature in all es, 
1 with and is not burdened with an overpowering sense of the imma- 
Grant culate purity of public men. Still you never hear from him 
of 


those coarse personal corruption against individuals 
which will often from Mr. Duneombe, notwiths anding his 
gentlemanly manners and superficial refinement. Broad as his 
insinuations sometimes are, there is a degree of delicacy in the 





phraseology in which they are clothed ; and though he often 
indulges in a sarcastic humour, it seldom or never carries a 
venomous sting. Although a very honest and uncompromising 
pees advocate, determined in his exposure of public abuses, 
and still more in his championship of the neglected poor, 
he shows a gentlemanly respect for the forms and restraints 
which experience has rendered necessary in debate, and a for- 
bearance to press to useless extremities of personality. 
Many a highly educated aristocrat in the House of Commons 
might take a lesson, in this respect, from this self-taught and 
self trained politician. Mr, Wakley loses nothing in personal 
inflaence by this sensible self-restraint. If he has not quite 

ered the prejudices entertained towards ultra- Radical in- 
truders by men of birth and station, he has at least made them 
feel his intellectual power and acknowledge his moral equality. 
In this respect he has done more to advance the interests 
of the millions, by making their advocacy table, than 
have many more fiashy and showy popular leaders. His style 
of speaking is the most simple and unaffected. He has been 
too busily engaged in the hard work of life to have had much 
time to bestow on oratory. He has the appearance of a pro- 
vincial, and has also the accent of one. The associations thus 
excited still further negative the idea of polish or preparation, 
You might fancy, but for the knowledge of passing events, 
not less than of subjects of a higher order, which his speeches 
display, that he was some country farmer suddenly smitten 
with a passion for sp seek math _ structure of his 
speeches is quite inartificial, and the language usually the 
most simple and colloquial of every-day life. it is plain, even 
homely, without being inelegant : a manliness of sentiment. 
and a guict self-possession in the speaker, impart a kind 
of dignity to the most ordinary expressions. There is 
breadth and force in his a ent and declamation; and a 
rough pathos in his descriptions of pauper suffering is often far 
more stirring and affecting than the most accomplished elo- 
quence of more finished Nene Mr. Wakley does not so 
much make speeches, as deliver the thoughts which burden his 
mind on any given subject with frankness and sincerity. Even 
hard words do not come offensively from him, such is bis good- 
humour and the amenity of his disposition. He constantly 
displays great shrewdness of perception, unmasking the motives 
of opponents with a masterly power, and, at the same time, 
with an avoidance of coarse imputation. Yet he can be sar- 
castic when he chooses; bat his sarcasm is more in the hint 
conveyed, and in the knowing look of face and tone of voice, 
than in any positively cutting expressions. He handles the 
scalpel with delicacy and skill, never cutting deeper than is 
absolutely necessary. Some of his ‘points’ have, from time 
to time, told remarkably well ; such, for instance, as that in 
which he described the Whig ministry as being made of 
* squeezable’ materials. That one expression contributed con- 
siderably towards gaining for him the position he holds in the 
estimation of the House of Commons,” 

For several years Mr. Wakley had been gradually diminish- 
ing the activity of his labours in the management of this jour- 

and for a long time past had altogether ceased to take 
art in its direction. To the last, however, he preserved a 
jealous regard and affection for it. 

About a year and a half ago Mr. Wakley began to be troubled 
with a cough, attended by muco-purulent expectoration, occa- 
sionally accompanied with clots of blood. Emaciation, though 
not to any great extent, succeeded, and in January, 1861, 
owing to increasing debility, he wr to Brighton, and 
placed himself under the care of Dr. Alfred Hall, whose 
assiduity was extreme. For some tiure he greatly improved 
under that gentleman's able treatment ; but owing to repeated 
slight attacks of hemoptysis, he returned to London in April 
following. He remained in London and the neighbourhood until 
July, when he proceeded to Scarborough ; but deriving noadvan- 
tage from his residence there, he returned to London in Septem- 
ber, and on the advice of Dr. C. J. B. Williams, Dr, Brinton, Dr. 
Henry Bennet, and Dr. Hall, he sailed for Madeira in October 





last, For a time he seemed to be gaining strength,and he made 
arrangements to return home by the ship which now bears 
his over the waters. His death was the result of hemoptysis 


to a considerable extent, which occurred in consequence of a 
fall upon the beach when landing from a small boat in which 
he had been sailing, in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
coast, This happened on the 11th ultimo, and he died on the 
16th, at twenty minutes past two p.m. During his stay in 
Madeira he was under the melical care of Dr. Lund, whose 
kindness and attention were unremitting. He has placed the 








family of Mr. Wakley under a debt of gratitude which it would 
be impossible to repay. The deceased had expressed an earnest 
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wish that his body should be buried in his native country ; it 
was therefore embalmed, and placed on board the Comet sailing 
ip on the 24th ultimo, 

an instance of the active and suggestive intellect of Mr, 
Wakley, it may be mentioned that, suffering as he was at 
Madeira, he had meditated and carried out a plan for import- 
ing. various English fruit-trees into the island, the g of 
whieh were accordingly sent to him for the purpose. 

In personal appearance Mr. Wakley was somewhat above 
the middle height, firmly and strongly built ; his complexion 
was fair, and somewhat ruddy; his forehead high and capa- 
cious, with a profusion of flaxen, curly locks, which fell nearly 
to his shoulders ; his eyes were fre with a peculiar penetrat- 
ing and ious ex e had an aquiline nose, and a 
firm and decided and chin. His chief mental charac- 
teristics were promptitude, firmness, and tenacity of purpose. 
He was more humorous than witty, though some of his sayings 
have passed almost into axioms. He was in a high degree sug- 
gestive, and no one could be long in his company without being 
struck with the readiness, and, indeed, the rapidity, of his 
appreciation of the points of the subject on which he hap- 

ed to be conversing. He was good-natured from con- 
stitution, hospitable, and had the rare capacity of making 
friends and attaching them to himself. Those who knew 
him only in his public career, when introduced to him in 
private were often astonished to find that the uncompromising 
reformer, the ee of public abuses, had a 
winning manner, and be as gentle as a woman. If 
he the courage of a lion, he had at the same time 
its magnanimity and its forbearance. When his feelings 
were aroused in the cause of those who were oppressed, he 
assumed the office of an advocate, occasionally with more fer- 
vour than discretion. He hated ‘‘ shams,” and loathed that 
feebleness which succumbs to mere authority. Had he been 
differently constituted, either physically or mentally, the toils 
and labours to which he was subjected would have consigned 
him to an early grave: the ‘* ute heart” would have ~— 
since ceased to beat, and the ‘‘ eloquent tongue” would lon 
ere this have been silent. Under circumstances which woul 
have depressed and appalled the ardour and fortitude of com- 
mon men, he was buoyant and hopeful. Had he been a general 
his natural ity might have induced him to make prepara- 
tions for a d ; but he would never have anticipated such a 
result, and would have led a ‘‘ forlorn hope” with as much 
confidence as he would have headed a conquering battalion into 
a conquered city. This self reliance was, indeed, the main 
secret of his success ; without it he would still have been a re- 
markable man, bat. he never would have been able to combat 
the adverse circumstances in which he was occasionally placed. 
He was not a man well read in the learning of the schools, or 
versed in modern languages; but few men—amongst whom 
be mentioned Cobbett, with whom he was early asso- 
—possessed a more accurate knowledge of his mother 
, Whether for persuasion, invective, or satire, he 
it with the power of a master. But as has been 
well said by Mr. Francis, in his sketch of him as an orator, 
“* there was nothing malignant in his attacks :” he could polish 
the arrows which he sent forth from his quiver when they were 
launched at an opponent, so that when they wounded it would 
not be with a poisonous influence, but would be effective more 
in consequence of their pointedness than their acrimony. 
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Vv. 
REPORT ON SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


OvpLy enough, the issues of the contest in surgical instra- 
ments are likely to be somewhat different at this Exhibition from 
those of the last. Our makers are put on their mettle now, 
not so much as to excellence of material, perfection of finish, 
delicacy of workmanship, and ingenuity of design; but the 
main question of relative cheapness is prominently raised. A 
great foreign maker claims to produce the cheapest scalpels in 
the world, and to excel in moderation of price while he affords 
unexceptionable workmanship, In the manufacture of ordinary 
steel instruments of merit it is not at all probable that England 
will in the end to be undersold by other countries, but the 





relative high rate of wages here, and the excellent salaries paid 
to our best workmen, may temporarily place us under a dis- 


| advantage. Meantime, in all the highest qualities of fabrica- 


tion the English display is not to be surpassed by any competi- 
tors. We are glad to see that the English makers, with the 
most proper feeling, cordially welcome the foreign makers; and 
that the workshops, models, and experience of some of our best 
houses are freely and fraternally placed at the disposal of the 
eminent surgical mechanicians from Italy, France, Sweden, 
and other countries who are or have been in London. The 
English patterns may already be seen in a great number of the 
foreign cases, and to the initiated eye it is evident that the 
continental makers have learned much from us, as we have 
also from them, since the last Exhibition. 

Confining ourselves for the most part to a description of new 
instruments, of a practically useful kind, introduced since 1851, 
we may call attention to three new bullet-forceps which are 
shown. When the Crimean war came to give an impulse to 
military surgery, we had no really good instrument of this kind. 
At the instance of Dr. Fogo, Messrs. Whicker and Blaise de- 
vised their ‘‘ disjointed scoop bullet-forceps.” The advantages 
possessed by this instrument are,—that it takes a firm hold 
upon the ballet, when seized, whatever its shape; that, being 
disjointed, like midwifery forceps, the blades may be introduced 
into the wound separately, and then locked for withdrawal ; 
and separately they form a good scoop, when this is wanted. 


Fries, 4 & 5. 








(Fig. 4 & 5.) This excellent forceps has rendered great service 
to our troops ; and a notion may be gained of the importance of 
a really simple and good implement for this purpose when it is 
stated that since the introduction of this instrument, Messrs, 
Whicker and Blaise have been called upon to manufacture not 
less than twenty thousand of them for the use of the military 
and naval services in this country and elsewhere. Coxeter has 
also a very ingenious bullet-extractor, which has been employed 
with success on the field of battle, and was greatly approved 
by the late Mr. Guthrie. The principle of its construction will 
be at once seen by reference to the engraving (Fig. 6). The 


Fig, 6. 
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sharp-toothed rod which runs along the hollow stalk of the 
scoop fixes the fragment with firmness, whatever be its shape. 
Weiss and Son have a bullet-extractor which enters as a straight 
flat stem, from the end of which, when the foreign body is 
reached, a scoop-shaped piece may be projected so as to slide 
behind the bullet and draw it forward. 

By the aid of these instruments we can avoid much of the 
old difficulty of extraction involving the dilatation or incision 
of the wounds, For other purposes in surgery, however, it is 
still necessary to practise dilatation, and a great variety of 
dilators and specula may be seen. The excellent three- 
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bladed dilator which the late Mr, Wiss introwuved still holds 
its ground in continental and English armamenta; but in- 
numerable modifications of dilators and specula are exhibited, 
which for the most part seem to owe their origin to the fancy 
of the surgeon, and do not deserve description here as generally 
useful varieties. For the dilatation of the rectum or of the 
female urethra, under ordinary circumstances, we see nothing 
here to supersede Weiss’s three-bladed dilator, which we ob- 
serve Mr. Teale has modified for use in the median operation 
of lithotomy. In some difficult cases of stricture of the rec- 
tum, however, the surgeon is often greatly puzzled to find an 
eficient instrament for overcoming this obstinate malady, Mr. 
Samuel Lane has an instrument, made for him by Whicker and 
Blaise, for a case in which it was necessary to examine and ope- 
rate within the rectum, although the slightest dilatation of the 
anus beyond the ordinary extent produced the most excruciating 
agony. The desideratum here was to constract an instrument 
capable of dilating to any amount within the rectum, but which 
would not in any degree dilate the sphincter. The bivalve 
speculum effects this successfully ; it may be inserted to its 
fall extent with no greater dilatation than the finger; and by 
a rack adjustment it is capable of being dilated internally 
almost to any degree, presenting to the eye through the ex- 
ternal orifice an extensive surface without painful dilatation of 
the sphincter, In addition there is a very good bladder dilator 
for stricture of the rectum, by Mr. Lane (Figs. 7&8). This 
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instrament is becoming popular among surgeons; it is very 
useful, Within the last day or two, we observe the addition 
to Mr. Coxeter’s instruments of a very efficient rectum 
dilator designed by Mr, Ashton, in which the strictured 
part, and that only, is dilated by hydraulic pressure, Mr. 
Coxeter also exhibits a new form of joint suitable for 
all two-bladed specula and dilators; it is circular in shape, 
moved with great ease by a screw, and, though working 
very freely, is exceedingly firm. We have not fathomed the 
secret of this joint, which is really worth looking at. Weiss 
and Son show a vaginal speculum and plug (Figs. 9 & 10), for 


Fia. 9. 
Fie, 10. 


One-third nataral size. 
which they claim several advantages. The dilating action, 
by means of a screw working the collar at the mouth, is 
direct, and therefore mnch more powerful than when in- 
direct, as in the well-known instrument of somewhat similar 
suape. Thus it permits the use of an indiarnbber sheath or 
bag stretched over the speculum, which entirely prevents the 
soft parts from falling into the intervals of the blades when 
the instrument is dilated. This sheath need only be used when 
desirable from the laxity of the parts, and it certainly obviates 
the great inconvenience commonly found in using the valvular 
speculum, The mouth of the instrument is bell-shaped, and 





thus admits light freely, avd affords room for manipulating. 
The speculum is also provided with a new plug of elastic ma- 
terial, dilated by means of an elastic bottle attached to the 
other end of the stem. The effect is to cover the edges of the 
speculum completely, and to allow the plug to be withdrawn 
with greater facility. A speculum on the same principle 
was, however, made two or three years since, we believe, 
for Dr. Rawlings, by Mr. Pratt; and it was then found that 
the indiarubber sheath, after being used a little, tended to fold 
in, and the general result was not favourable. Mr. Pratt em- 
ployed the same movement for his speculum as this of Messrs. 
Weiss. M. Charritre shows a great variety of specula; that 
of Ricord is the most practical, with the Dablin improvement 
—wmaking the handles more portable. The kinds of speculum 
and vaginal dilator amount to upwards of two score, and form 
the subject of a special thesis by M. Vernhes. We refer enthu- 
siasts to that thesis and the new illustrated octavo catalogue of 
Charritre. Mathieu has a very good chambered speculam, 
which supplies a water bath where the actual cautery is to be 
used; it was made for Dr. Aran. 

For dilatation of the urethra, we find the same embarras de 
richesse as for dilatation of the vagina and rectum. These 
mucous passages have almost exhausted the ingenuity of sur- 
geons and mechanists. Most of the principal makers show the 
tabular dilators, guides, and rods of Mr. T. Wakley. They 
show also a vast array of instruments for incising and rup- 
turing strictures of the urethra, M. Charritre exhibits in- 
struments of Dieulafoy, Segalas, Civiale, Reybard, Voille- 
mier, and others, for scarifyiug, to which we refer the curious, 
as well as to the case of Messrs. Whicker and Blaise, who 
seem anxious to import these implements into our English arma- 

mentaria. Messrs, Weiss 

Fie. 11. show an effective urethro- 

tomeof Mr. Wood, and Mr, 

Coxeter gives to the light 

for the first time on this oc- 

casion a compound arethro- 

tome by Mr. H. Thompson, 
which is thus figured, 

The operator tirst 
No. 2 grooved catheter (a) 
into the bladder, and, 
drawing off the urine, is 
thus assured that bis in- 
strument has safely tra- 
versed the urethra. This 
instrument remains there 
throughout the whole ope- 
ration, and ensures the 
certainty and safety of the 
succeeding steps. Next, 
the conductor(s) isscrewed 
to the catheter. The ure- 
throtome (Cc) is slipped into 
the ve, and necessarily 
stops at the anterior face 
of the stricture; its handle 
(d), being pressed, propels 
forward the blade (6), and 
divides the obstraction. 
The urethrotome is then 
withdrawn, and the No. 9 
gum catheter (ex), open at 
its end, is slipped over the 
conductor into the bladder. 
Finally, the conductor 
being withdrawn th 
the gum catheter, 
operation is completed. 
It will thus be seen that 
after the small catheter 
has been passed, nv diffi- 
culty can be met with in 
making the requisite in- 
cision, and in placing a 
fall - sized instrument in 
the bladder subsequently. 
The blade of the urethro- 
tomé may be used of any 
breadth required. 
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THE CORONERSHIP OF MIDDLESEX. 


Ly compliance with the anticipations, and, indeed, cordial 
wishes of many of the most influential members of the medical 
profession, Mr. Thomas H. Wakley has announced himself as a 
candidate for the Coronership vacated by the death of his 
father. It is widely felt, both in and out of the profession, that 
the best person to fight for the principle, that a Coroner, whose 
duty it is to discover the cause of death, ought to be a medical 
practitioner, is the son of the man who first established that 
important principle. It is not probable that any member of 
the medical profession, who could be induced to throw himself 
into an arduous contest, would receive so large an amount of 
sympathy and sapport from the public, That the principle at 
stake, of maintaining by election at the hustings that the 
future Coroner for Middlesex should be a medical man, is one 
that has been deeply rooted in the public mind by the ad- 
mirable manner in which the late Mr, Wakley vindicated the 
dignity and executed the duties of the office, is amply proved 
by the concurrent spontaneous expressions of the press. A legal 
candidate has himself, however, borne the clearest testimony 
tothe truth of this principle. It is put forward by a barrister-at- 
law as a foremost claim, that ‘‘ he was educated for the medical 
profession.” His plea would have been a legitimate one had 
he not abandoned the study of Medicine before it was possible 
to aequire more than that little modicum of knowledge which 
is dangerous rather than useful; had he given to the world that 
only reliable guarantee of medical skill which adiploma confers; 
had he, lastly, acquired that solid and useful mastery of the 
art.and science which only years of study and earnest work in 
the active duties of the profession can impart. For a man who 
has just taken a trot through an hospital, and then devoted 
himself to practice at the bar of the Old Bailey, te claim a 
medical appointment, passes ordinary comprehension, 





GENERAL COUNCIL 


OF 


MEDICAL EDUCATION & REGISTRATION. 


MINUTES OF MEETING, Wepwespay, May 21, 1862. 


Roya. CoLitece or Paysicians, Lonpon. 
Mr. Greey, President, took the Chair at one P.M. 

Moved by Dr. Christison, seconded by Dr. A. Smith, and 
agreed to,—‘‘ That the manuscript of the Pharmacopeia having 
been put before the Council by the chairman of the Pharma- 
copeia Committee, the Council adopt the work as the ‘ British 
Pharmacopeia,’ which the Council was directed by the Medical 
Act, sect. 54, to cause to be published.” 

A report of the proceedings of the Committee of the whole 
Council held this day as to the Pharmacopcia having bven read, 
it was moved, seconded, and agreed to, ‘* That the report just 
read be adopted.” 

Moved by Dr. Acland, seconded by Dr. Andrew Wood, and 

to,—** That in answer to @ question which has been 
submitted tothe Council concerning the proper qualifications 
of public vaceinators, the Council have to observe that, by the 
regulations of the Privy Council, dated December Ist, 1859, and 
interpreted by a letter to the Medical Council from the Privy 
Council, dated 8th November, 1860, ‘except where the Privy 
Council, for reasons brought to their notice, see fit in particular 
cases otherwise to allow, no person’ shall in fature be admitted 
asa contractor for vaccination unless he possess the same qua- 
lifications as are required by the order of the Poor-law Commis- 
sioners as qualifications for a distriet medical officer,’ and pro- 
duce also a special vaccination certificate; nor can any person 
be admitted as deputy to a contractor for vaccination, but 
* under the same conditions as are appointed for the admission 
of a contractor.’ ”’ 

Dr, Alex. Wood presented the report of the Committee on 
the sale and publication of the Register. 


Report. 


** Your Committee haye to report'that the sale of the Register 
in 1861 was, as to that. of 1560, as follows:— 





Number of copies sold in 1860 
” ” ” Ts61 


Less in 1861 than in 1860 by 
Amount by sales ... 1860 
” 99° oe 1861 


Less in 1561 than in 1860 by ... £72 9 2 


‘* Your Committee are glad to be informed that there is a 
prospect of the sale increasing this year. 

‘*Your Committee have considered the recommendation of 
the Finance Committee, contained in the minutes of the Coun- 
cil for May | 6th (No. 38, page 2), and beg to suggest that it be 
remitted to the Executive Committee to ascertain whether the 
printing could not be executed at a lower rate than at 

‘* It is further recommended that the President be requested 
by the Council to write to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pointing out to him the inconvenience that has 
arisen, and is likely to arise, from the clerks of court and regis- 
trars of births, deaths, and marriages not being necessarily 
possessed of copies of the Medical Register. 

** ALEXANDER Woop, Chairman.” 

Moved by Dr. Alexander Wood, seconded by Sir Charles 
Hastings, and agreed to,— ‘* That it be remitted to the Execu.- 
tive Committee to ascertain whether the printing of the Medi- 
cal Register could not be executed at a lower rate than at pre- 
sent. ” 

Moved by Dr. Alexander Wood, seconded by Sir Charles 
Hastings, and agreed to,—‘* That the Council request the /’re- 
sident to write to the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, pointing out to him the inconvenience that has arisen, 
and is likely to arise, from the clerks of county courts, coro- 
ners, and registrars of births, deaths, and marriages not being 

i of copies of the Medical ogg 
r Andrew Wood, and seconded by Dr. Em- 
bleton,—‘* That it be remitted to the Executive Committee to 
take steps to secure that copies of the Register be placed for 
sale in the hands of the principal booksellers in all towns in the 
United Kingdom where county courts and assize courts are 
held.”—Motion negatived. 

Dr. Andrew Wood required that the names of the majority 
and minority should be entered on the minutes. 

Majority.—Dr. Burrows, Dr. Acland, Dr. Bond, Dr. Storrar, 
Dr. Alexander Wood, Mr. Watt, Dr. Thomson, Sir Charles 
Hastings, Dr. Sharpey, Mr. Teale, Dr. Christison, Dr. Stokes. 

Minority.—Mr. Arnott, Mr. Cooper, Dr: Embleton, Dr. 
Andrew Wood, Dr. A. Smith, Mr. Hargrave, Dr. Apjohn, Mr. 
Lawrence. 

The Report of the Committee on the sale and publication of 
the Register was adopted. 

Moved by Dr. Acland, seconded by Dr. Stokes, and agreed 
to,—‘* That the Executive Committee be directed to prepare a 
list of persons, public officers, and public institutions, to whom 
acopy of the Register shall be transmitted annually, in the 
name of the Council, and that such list be annvally inserted in 
the Register.” 

Moved by Dr. Storrar, seconded by Dr. Burrows, and agreed 
to,—** That the Report be adopted of the Committee appointed 
to consider whether any and what steps should be taken to re- 
move from the Medical Register the names of persons who may 
have beem guilty of infamous conduct in any professional re 
spect, which was to the Council at its meeting on 
the 16th instant.” —({ Vide Minutes, No. 38; p. 4) 

Uri. Stokes presented the of the C ittee app 
to examine the answerwof the ies in reference to the 
following resolutiom-of' the: Medical il; —viz., ‘* That the 
Regi be directed to communicate with the several 
and Bodies mentioned imSebiedule A’ of the Medical Act, 
the view of ascertaining whether they have taken any steps to 
determine how far the certificates given to students for attend- 
ance on hospitals or lectures are ted on bond fide attend: 
ance.” —(See Minutes of General Committee on Education for 
Monday, July Ist, 1861, sect, 2.) 


os | 





REPoRT. 

The Committee appointed to report to the General Medical 
Council on the answers received from the various licensing 
bodies in Schedule A, with reference to the question as to what 
steps they bave taken to determine how far certificates of at- 
tendance on hospitals and lectures are granted on bond fide 
attendance, beg to state that answers have been received from 
ee These answers the Committee have con- 

e 
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These letters were in some cases received from the respective 
registrars or secretaries of the above-mentioned bodies; in other 
instances, from their re tatives in the Council. 

In the Universities of Cambridge and Dublin, in which the 
great majority of the medical students are passing their terms 
in Arts, regularity in attendance is ensured; in Dublin, by roll- 
call by such professors of the School of Physic over whom the 
University has direct jurisdiction; and in Cambridge by inserip- 
tion of names, and by delivery of cards bearing the student's 
name. 


In Oxford the majority of the examiners decide on the ques- 
tion as to how far the certificate is satisfactory. 

The remaining bodies may be divided iato two categories. In 
one, various modes are adopted to ensure regularity of attend- 
ance, which must, to a great degree, effect the object. Under 
this head may be placed the Universities of Edinburgh, Aber- 
deen, Glasgow, and Durham, and the Royal College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh. 

In the second category may be placed those bodies which 
rely on the care and trustworthiness of those teachers whose 
names appear on the certificate. Under this head may be enu- 
merated the Universities of London and St. Andrews; the 
Royal College of Physicians, London ; the Roya! College of 
Surgeons of England; the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Glasgow; the Society of Apothecaries of London, and the 
Apothecaries’ Hall, Dublin. 

e Committee are not yet in a position to state what is the 





of Ireland, and the Queen's University in Ireland. It may, 
however, be stated, that in those bodies to which Schools of 
Medicine are attached, attention is paid—though by the adop- 
tion of different methods—to ensure a bond fide attendance of 
those students to whom certificates are granted. Great diffi- 
culty arises on the part of those bodies by which licences are 
granted, yet where no School exists under their immediate 
jurisdiction, in determining the question of bond fide attendance, 
It is plain, farther, that in cases of attendance at private schools, 
the certificates of the teachers who grant them have to be re- 
ceived by the licensing body on the responsibility of the grantors 
of the document. It is not to be lost sight of, that licensing 
bodies have every day presented to them certificates from 
schools at a distance from them, and over which they have no 
power. These iderations, especially when the present and 
obvious overloading of the curriculum of study enforced in these 
countries is borne in mind, make the attempt at an effective 
supervision of class-room or hospital sthentiahen a matter of 
great difficulty. In the opinion of the Committee, the means 
most likely to lessen the evils which necessarily flow from a 
loose system of granting or receiving certificates, must be 
sought for in some important modifications on the part of the 
licensing bodies of the curricula now enforced. 
W. Sroxes, Chairman, 

Moved by Dr. Stokes, seconded by Dr. Apjohn, and agreed 
to,—‘* That the Report be received, and that the consideration 
of it be deferred to the next sitting of the Council in Com- 





practice, in reference to this question, of the King and Queen’s | mittee on Education.” 


College of Physicians of Ireland, the Royal College of Surgeons | 


Dr. Burrows presented the following 


REPORT. 


The Finance Committee beg leave to present, in the Table subjoined, a balance statement of the income and expenditure of 
the year 1 61, compared with the income and expenditure of the preceding year ; also an estimate, as far as the committee are 
able to judge, of the probable income and expenditure for the year 1862 :— 


Income for the year 


860. 
Fees received by— 2 at’ «€ 
Branch Council for England ... --| 2149 6 0 
Scotland 


547 10 0 
Ireland 07 15 0 
Dividends received by— 
Branch Council for Engiand ... 
wa ” Scotland ... 
Ireland 


571 6 0 
og 87 9 2 
“| 9 13 9 


Sale of Registers 
Penalties aide 


——_——._ 304 10 0 


™9 711 
14 10 


Income for the year Estimated income for the 
1861. year 1$62. 

s d. £4eadm 4 4 dad £«. d, 

Pe 2696 10 0 Sen 0 

64415 0 ae 0 
676 10 0 “ll 0 

————._ 4017 15 -—_-——_ 
600 15 11 
82 19 
72 511 


Overdraft from 





Total receipts i 
Excess of 


Expenses of General Council aid ae 
Branch Council for England ... 

os “ Scotland... 

Ireland ... 


769 13 10 
254 6 10 
575 8 1 





Total expenditure 


——_—_ 755 

165 17 8 _ 93 
5 

0 


0 

; ? 

4134 5 7) Sedand 5 
2 


expen- 
ditare over in-> 1327 4 
come 


£5461 9 9 


| Expenditure for the year 
1860, 

£ead é& 
3862 


£5461 9 9 


24871 11 4 £44890 0 0 








Expenditure for the year | Estimated expenditure for 
1861. the year 1862. 

a d. £2 48 £24. £ 4 

1 0 oe 3320 18 11) 

658 14 3 ene | 

*370 16 11 mn | 

398 16 7 


15998 9 -————- 1428 7 9) 


— | 
4749 6 8) 
122 4 8 Balance 


£71 11 4) 


Balance 


® This includes £55 15s. due to the members of Council for attendance and travelling expeuses in 1860. 


The Committee have received from Dr. Garrod the following 
statement of the accounts of the Pharmacopeia Committee, 
which they have duly examined, and found to be correct. The 
vouchers produced by Dr. Garrod have been delivered to the 
Registrar :-— Re 

E EIPTs. £ ma 
1859. Received by Mr. Nussey, and afterwards 

paid to Dr, Garrod (in part)... + 0 

June, 1860, Received from Mr. Green through 
Mr. Nussey_... a whe -» 500 0 

£1000 0 


EXPENDITURE. 
Payment of the Members :— 
Oct. 1859. To London Secretary - 
*To Edinburgh Secretary 
*To Dublin Secretary 
Expenses of Sub-Committees :— 

To London Secretary <i eo 

To Edinburgh Secretary ... —P 

To Dublin Secretary a —s 


* Indorsed cheques are at the Branch Bank of Er gland. (See letiers from 


Dec. ,, 





Mr. Nussey, June 29th, 1860.) 
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£ed, 
Brought forward ... -. 339 4 6 


Payment for Conference, May, 1859 :—- 
Z£ad 
July, 1860. Edinburgh Delegates, viz. : 
Dr. Christison By 
Dr. Wilson 
Dr. Maclagan 


38 17 0 
3517 0 
38.17 0 
—_—— 116 
Dublin Delegates, viz. : 

Dr. Apjohn ... 

Dr. Williams... 

Dr. Neligan ... 


London Delegates, viz. : 
Sir J. Clark 
Mr, Nussey ... 
Dr. Farre 
Dr. Garrod 
Mr. Squire 


78 
Expenses of Branch Committecs :— 


Oct, 1861. London Secretary ... Ps. ad 51 
Edinburgh Secretary 2 a 36 
Dublin Secretary ... nti ap Sl 


Conference, 1861 :— 


General Secretary for Beadle’s fees 315 6 


871 6 3 


Balance in hand ... 128 13 9 


We have this day compared these accounts with the several 
vouchers, and found the same to be correct. 
W. SHARPEY, 


A. Surru, Auditors. 


May 19th, 1862. 

With respect to the demand likely to be made on the funds 
of the Council on account of the publication of the Pharma- 
copeia, no approximate estimate can be offered by the Com- 
mittee, 

The attention of the Committee having been drawn to the 
cost of publishing the monthly lists of new entries on the Local 
Registers, it has appeared to the Committee that the advantage 
derived from such frequent publication is not commensurate 
with the expense incurred. The Committee accordingly re- 

nd that bh forth the publication be quarterly ; and, 
with a further view to economy, they suggest that the quarterly 
lists of the three Branch Councils be printed in London, in the 
same type and form as those used for the General Register. 
G. Brrrows, Chairman. 

Moved by Dr. Sharpey, seconded by Dr. Andrew Wood, and 
agreed to,—** That, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Finance Committee, printed lists of new entries on the 
Local Registers be henceforth issued not oftener than once a 
quarter,” 

** That the quarterly local lists, authenticated by the Regis- 
trars of the Branch Councils, be transmitted in manuscript to 
the Registrar of the General Council, who shall cause the same 
to be printed in London, in the type and form used for the 
General Register, and copies to be sent to the members of the 
Council.” 

Moved by Dr. Sharpey. seconded by Dr. Andrew Wood, and 
agreed to,—‘* That the Report of the Finance Committee be 
received and adopted.”’ 

Dr. Alexander Wood presented the following Report of the 
Committee on communications from the colonies, in regard to 
the operation of the Medical Act in the Colonies :— 

Three such communications have been received—one from 
Canada, which has been disposed of by the Council ; one from 
Penang, inquiring whether the Medical Act extends to the 
East India settlements as well as to the cvlonies and Great 
Britain ; the other from Natal, South Africa, inquiring how far 
the operation of the Medical Act extends w the British 
colonies. 





An examination of the Medical Act shows that it provides 
(Seet. 31) that—** Every person registered under this Act shall 
be entitled, according to his qualitication or qualifications, to 





practise medicine or surgery, or medicine and surgery, a8 the 
case may be, in any part of her Majesty's dominions, and to de. 
mand and recover in any court of law, with full costs of suit, 
reasonable charges for professional aid, advice, and visits, and 
the cost of any medicines or other medical or surgical appli. 
ances, rendered or supplied by him to his patients.” 

Further, by Sect. 32, it is provided that—‘* After the first 
day of July, 1529, no person shail be entitled to recover any 
charge in any court of law for any medical or surgical advice, 
attendance, or for the performance of any operation, or for any 
medicine which he shall have both prescribed and supplied, 
unless he shall prove upon the trial that he is registered under 
the Act.” 

At a meeting of the General Medical Council, held on the 
25th November, 1858, a Report by a Committee on Colonial 
Practitioners was brought np, and on that report the Cuuncil 
came inter alia to the following resolution:—** That the re- 
commendation of the Committee to dispense with the provisions 
of this Act in regard to reyistration iu favour of persons now 
practising medicine or surgery in any part of her Majesty's 
dominions other than Great Britain and Ireland, by virtue of 
any of the qualifications described in Schedule A, and to 
admit them to registration on payment of a fee of £2 uy to the 
Ist of January, 1551, and afterwards on payment of £5, be 
adopted.” 

It is therefore evident that, while the Medica! Council have 
offered facilities for the registration of practitioners in the 
colonies, they have taken no steps to enforce it, it may, how- 
ever, be doubtful how far a person not registered could recover 
charges in a colonial court, unless authorized to do so by a low) 
Act. ‘“ 

It is, however, clear that where restrictions are imposed on 
practice by local Acts, no such restrictions can have any effect 
on persons practising in the colonies who are registered under 
the Medical Act, Victoriz 21 and 22, cap. 90. 

ALtXaxDER Woop, Chairman. 

Moved by Dr. Andrew Wood, seconded by Mr. Teale, 
and agreed to, —‘* That the Report of the Committee on com- 
munications from the colonies, with regard to the operation 
of the Medical Act, be received and adopted.” 

Dr. Embleton presented the following Report of the Com- 
mittee on the returns from the bodies in Schedule A, in com- 
pliance with the 16th and 23rd recommendations of the Report 
of the General Committee on Education (1861), —viz. : 

‘** That the various educational and licensing bodies be re- 
quested to transmit to the Registrar of the General Council 
returns embodying any alterations which they may from time 
to time introduce into their courses of general study and exa- 
minations which qualify for the registration of medical students; 
and that a copy of such returns be sent by the Registrar, as 
soon as convenient, to each member of the General Council.” 

‘** That returns from the licensing bodies under Schedule A 
be male annually, on the Ist of January, to the General Me- 
dical Council, stating the number and names of the candidates 
who have passed their respective final examinations, and tbe 
number of those who have been rejected,” 

Your Committee have to report— 

Ist, That returns in compliance with the 16th recommenda- 
tion have been received from the following bodies,—viz,; the 
University of London ; the Royal College of Physicians, and 
the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh ; the Faculty of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Giasgow; the King snd Queen's 
College of Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, and the 
Apothecaries’ Hall, lreland; the University of Dublin; the 
Queen's University, Ireland, 

In the present somewhat unsetiled state of the regulations 
of the various bodies, and in consequence of the recent pro- 
ceedings of the Council, it appears advisable to do little more 
than lay these returns before the Council, Your Committee 
would, however, recommend that before the next general 
meeting of the Council, each body in Schedule A be requested 
to send in its latest regulations, with a manuscript reference 
to, and explanation of, the alterations that may have. been 
made since their last return; and that the Registrar be re- 
quested to give due notice of this requirement to each of 
bodies, 

2nd. That returns in compliance with the 23rd recommenda- 
tion have been received from the sulijoined bodies,—viz.: the 
Royal Colleges of Physicians of England and of Edinburgh; 
the King aud Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland ; the 
Koyal Colleges of Surgeons of England and of kdinburgh ; the 
Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow ; the 
College of Surgeons in Ireland ; the Apothecaries’ Society of 
London ; the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland ; the Universities 
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of Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 


and Dublin. 
The return from the Royal Coll 


the licence of this College, and the number of those rejected, 
from May Ist, !861, to May 10th, 1+62. 


This return gives the number and names of those who have | 


obtained the licence of the College in connexion with the licence 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, and also the number and 
names of those who have obtained the licence of the same Col- 
lege in connexion with the diploma of the Faculty of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Glasgow, for the same period, 

In the two last cases the number of those rejected has un- 
avoidably been omitted. 

The return of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, 
therefore, not being made up from the Ist of January, 1861, to 
the Ist of January, 1862, and being also otherwise imperfect, 
your Committee are unable to classify it with the other returns 
received, 

No returns have yet been received from the undermentioned 
bedies,—viz.: the University of Aberdeen; the University of 
St. Andrews; the Queen’s University in Ireland. 

This is doubtless owing to some inadvertence, or to the want 
of due notice for the sending in of the returns, and your Com- 
mittee beg leave to direct your attention to the great desira- 
bility that the bodies in Schedule A should exactly comply 
with the terms of Recommendation No. 23, 

Your Committee have carefully examined the returns sent 
in, and foe 2 to present the general results of their exami- 
nation in the following tabular form, for convenient reference, 
The table gives the total number of candidates who have been 
examined, the number of those who have been rejected, and 
the number of those who have passed their final examination 
by —_ licensing bodies who have sent in returns to the 


Coun 
Table of Returns, 
Bodies in Schedule A that have sent in No. of 
urns, Candidates. 
Royal College of Physicians, London 105 
King & Queen's College of Physicians, 
Treland ge, gage ye, 
Royal College of Surgeons, England . 531 
- ia" ae Edioburgh 102 
Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Cee.” ee et ae tee | 

Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland... 149 
Apothecaries’ Society, London... 
Apothecaries’ Hall, Treland 
University of Oxford .. ... 

Cambridge ... 

Durham... 

London... 

—— oe 

lasgow 
Dublin 


Rejected, Passed. 


- 
Kawweooon 


200 

The returns received are laid before the Council ; and your 

Committee recommend that the returns not yet received be 

applied for by the Registrar, and that the whole be carefully 

preserved by the Registrar of the General Council until the 
next pina. ¢ meeting. D, EmBLeton, Chairman, 


Moved by Dr. Andrew Wood, seconded by Mr. Hargrave, 
a agreed to,—‘* That the above Report be received and 

opted.” 

Moved by Dr. Andrew Wood, seconded by Mr. Hargrave, 
and agreed to,—** That the Executive Committee consist of 
the President, Dr, Burrows, Dr. Sharpey, Dr. Acland, and 
Mr. Arnott,” 

Moved by Dr. Andrew Wood, seconded by Dr. Storrar, and 
agreed to,—‘* That it be delegated to the Executive Com- 
mittee to remove from the Register the names of any persons 
who shall have been convicted in England or Ireland of any 
felony or mislemeanour, or in Scotland of any crime or offence.” 

Moved by Dr. A. Smith, seconded by Dr. Corrigan, and 
agreed to,—‘* That the powers vested in the Executive Com- 
mittee by the Standing Orders, and such powers as have been 
given to them by any resolutions of the meeting of the Council 
this year, be in force until the next meeting of the General 
Medical Council.” 

Moved by Dr. Andrew Wood, seconded by Ur. Stokes, and 
agreed to,—‘* That the Standing Order which requires the ad- 
Journment of the Council at six o’clock be suspe 








| Moved by Dr. Embleton, seconded by Mr. Teale, and agreed 
| to,—** That for Recommendation No, 23 in the Report of the 
of Physicians of Edinburgh | General Committee on Education, 1861, be substituted the 
includes the number and names of students who have obtained | 


following :— ~ 

“That returns from the licensing bodies in Schedule A be 
made annually on the Ist of January, and in the subjoined 
form, to the General Medical Council, stating the number and 
names of the candidates who have their first as well as 
their second examinations, and the number of those who have 
been rejected at the first and second examinations respectively; 
and that the Registrar forward a sufficient number of forms, 
with a notice of their being returned in due time, 


PASSED. 


REJECTED. 


lst Examination. 2sp Examination. Ist Exam |?wp Exam. 


No. Name. Name. No, No. 




















Moved by Dr. A. Smith, seconded by Mr. Hargrave, and 

1 to —‘“* That the sum of £600 be voted by the General 

Medical Council, in addition to the vote of £500 on the 24th of 

November, 185~, and of a similar amount on the 16th of June, 

1860, towards defraying the expenses incurred by the Phar- 
macopeia Committee.” 

Moved by Pr. Storrar, seconded by Dr. Sharpey, and agresd 
to,—‘* That the order for the appointment of the Education 
Committee be discharged.” 

Moved by Dr. A. Smith, seconded by Mr. Hargrave, and 

to,—“ That the best thanks of this Council are emi- 
nently due, and are hereby offered, to the Royal College of 
Physicians of London, for their obliging and courteous accom- 
modation during the present session of the Medical Council,” 

Moved by Dr. ange Wood, Ty by Nee 
and agreed to,—‘* That a gratuity of ten guineas be given te 
the servants of the Royal College of Ph ot aw of London.” 

The minutes were read and confi 





Correspondence, 


“ Audi alteram partem.” "nay 


POUR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM ASSOCIATION. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—I have this day forwarded to the individual members 
of the Select Committee of the House of Commons a pamphlet 
containing a letter explanatory of the steps taken by the Poor- 
law medical officers for an improvement of the system of Poor- 
law Medical Relief, followed by a copy of the medical evidenee, 
so far as it has been published up to this time, arranged under 
heads, each subject having the proposed regulation, the evi- 
dence laid before the Committee, and the remarks thereon with 
notes, systematically arranyed ; to which are added, proposed 
regulations on the duties of medical officers, and on vac- 
cination. In the Appendix there is a list of the names of 133 
honorary subscribers and 191 Poor-law medical officers, who 
have sent nearly 5000 subscriptions to the Association ; also 
there is a copy of the memorial of the Executive Council of the 
British Medical Association, and of the petition from the Master 
and Wardens of the Society of Apothecaries, with a notice that 
a petition has been forwarded to Parliament from the Council 
of the Royal College of Surgeons (but as a copy of it had not 
been received by me it could not be printed). The pamphlet 
also contains a copy of the Articles from the General Consoli- 
dated Order and other orders relating to the duties, &., of 
medical officers ; and extracts from the official circulars, witb 
an index, 
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I sincerely trust that this pamphlet may be the means of ren- 
dering clear the medical evidence which is scattered through 
the several volumes of reports already published, and thus con- 
duce to a favourable rt from the Select Committee, who, I 
am given to understand, will not receivefurther evidence. As 
only a limited number of the pamphlet has been printed be- 

those subscribed for and required for official personages, 
am reluctantly compelled to announce that future subscribers 
of a less amount to the Association than 10s.. must not expect 
to receive a copy. This I regret, as I should have preferred 
each Poor-law medical officer to be in possession of it in order 
that he might then judge of the propriety of the grounds for 
redress sought for by the members of the Poor-law Medical 
Reform Association. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
12, Royal-terraee, Weymouth, May 3ist, 1862. Ricuarp Grirrrs, 


SELF-APPLYING SPONGE PESSARY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lanoet. 


S1r,—Though old, I am not dead yet ; and, in relinquishing 
the practice of my profession, which I have exercised for the 
space of forty-four years in the metropolié— nec ignotus nec 
ignorus,—I wish to leave in your pages attother record of my 
devotion to that branch especially which has reference to 
maladies afflicting the other sex. 

Under the name of ‘‘Self-applying Sponge Pessary,” I 
desire to make known a very aediidiamiomes by which 
uterine prolapsus (unless of a very aggravated form) ean be 
effectually supported with the greatest ease, without the 
manual interference of a medical attendant. 

8 pessaries have ever been in favour with the patients 
themselves, for many obvious reasous: amongst others, their 
Pliability—the complete manner in which they apply them- 
selves to the vagina imparting a feeling of support, and, fur- 
ther, the facility 7 afford of preserving pra: sat by means 
of injections with the improved female syringe. But if the 
sponge is of a large size, it is not readily inserted by the ordi- 
nary Now the object of my contrivance is to facilitate 
‘the latter operation ppl wor herself. 

That contrivance ists, first, of a conveying tube, four 
inches and a half in length; and, secondly, of a slenderstem, 
intended to bear the s Both are made of the finest and 

test turned ivory, a high polish, ‘The diameter of 

tube is one inch (or one inch and a half if a larger sponge 
be required) at the upper-end; and one inch, half an inch, or 
three-quarters of an inch, as may be, at the lower end. Here 
there are two semi-oval pieces of the ivory walls cut out, oppo- 
site one another, an high; the remaining edges of this 
end of the tube being slightly turned outwards, so as to afford 
a hold for the fingers for pulling the tube out. The tube so 
constructed not inaptly reminds one of Recamier’s speculum, 
and might, on coastal be employed as such, as [ have done. 

A sponge of the finest texture, and oval, about the size of a 
pullet’s egg (when dry), is firmly sewn on a round and slender 
ivory washer, half an inch in diameter, perforated with holes 
for the needle to pass through, and having moreover a female 
screw in the centre, into which the ivory stem is screwed when 
the instrument is to be introduced. This arrangement allows 
ofthe same stem being employed with two, three, or more 
sponges similarly secured on their respective ivory washers, 
whereby great facility is afforded of changing the pessary daily 
or more frequently, for the sake of perfect cleanliness and 
comfort. The sponge and the stem thus combined constitute 
the pessary, the introduction of which by the patient herself is 
effected in the following manner :— 

The stem, bearing the sponge, being introduced by its free 
end into the upper or narrower part of the tube, is gradually 
, down towards the wider or lower end until the sponge 

disappears almost entirely, leaving only a very small, 
round segment visible. By moistening the sponge and com- 
ing it, this manceuvre becomes easy of accomplishment. 
tient next separates the labia with her left hand, and 
uces with the other the instrument by its smaller end 
into the vagina, either in a standing or sitting posture, pushin 
it first somewhat backward and then upwards, until the evert: 
edges touch the labia. In this position she applies one or two 
fingers to the small, round knob which terminates the stem, 
and holds it firm in its position ; while with the fingers of the 
right hand she withdraws, by means of the everted edges, the 
tube from the vagina—an operation greatly facilitated by the 


presence of the two semi-oval cuts. The pessary will now're. 
main in its place without wabbling or falling ; but it may-far. 
ther be secured, if so desired (though there is little occasion for 
it), by passing a staylace through a hole made for that purpose 
in the small end knob of the stem, and fastening the same to s 
belt or a napkin. 

To withdraw the instrument the patient, standing and bend. 
ing forward, has only to pull the stem by the k with the 
staylace, or even without it, at first straight downwards, and 
next by bringing the stem more towards the abdomen. In 
every case in which | recommended such a contrivance among 
patients capable, from their position in society, to appreciate 
the boon, the result has been most successfal. The feeling of 
confidence and support experienced by the patient has been 
universally acknowledged. Mr. Weiss, instrument-maker, to 
whom I made over one of the instruments manufactured under 
my direction for the information of the profession, has kindly 
undertaken to have others made after the pattern, and keep 
them ready for use. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A. B. Granvitiz, M.D., F.BS. 

Curzon-street, May-fair, May, 1862. 





MIDWIFERY STATISTICS. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancet. 


Srr,—Some doubt being thrown upon the midwifery state- 
ments of Dr. Moore,* if you think the following worth a corner 
in your valuable publication, I should like to show what oc- 
cu in my experience during the space of twelve months, in 
by no means a large midwifery practice. To save time and 
yoy I simply give the broad outlines of each case, isi 

t these were not all the “‘ bad cases” which fell ‘to my 
lut during those twelve months—such as obstinate diarrhea, 
“ gathered” breasts, &c. &e,, giving no end of trouble. I may 
also add that my brethren bere lost cases during that time, and 
that the weather was unusually severe. 

A few words to’‘‘Tyro,” in addition to Dr. Moore’s good 
advice. Let me tell him that there is no royal road to become 
a “lucky doctor” in midwifery practice. To attain success he 
must patiently use the brains the ighty has given him— 
make his observations carefully case as it comes be- 
fore him; then, in a few years’ time, by 
and kindness of manners, he may 
tion and success. I would strongly read 
the memoir of the late Dr. Hope, and’take him for his guide 
and model through life. 

Oct. Ist, 1860.—Mrs. N. Labour premature; placenta 
previa ; uterine hemorrhage very great; recovery slow. __ 

Oct. 14th. — Mrs. B. Labour protracted; forceps; child 
alive ; recovery good. 

Oct. 20th.—Mrs. E. Labour premature; uterus prolapsed ; 

t hzemorrhage ; recovery slow. 

Nov. 24th.—Mrs. H. Labour prematare ; hemorrhage /right- 
Jul before labour pains came on, none after they had well set 
in; child born in four hours, dead ; diarrhea; phlebitis; death, 

Dec. 16th.—Mrs. W. Labour protracted ; child bern whilst 
its mother was kneeling on the floor. No one with her at the 
time, When first seen by me (some two hours after) she was 
suffering under a long fainting fit. There appeared ‘tovhave 
been great hemorrhage, as the floor was deluged with blood. 
Placenta adherent, which w s not removed for some hours; 
the same thing took place at her previous labour, Obstinate 
vomiting ; diarrhcea ; recovery very slow. 

Dec. 2ist.—Mrs. B. First labour ; very protracted ; forceps ; 
severe hemorrhage ; death from pneumonia ten days after. 

Jan. 17th, 1861.—Mrs. R., a great awkward, overgrown 
Irishwoman, with contracted pelvis. Labour to 
four days ; craniotomy; the largest child I ever saw. I was not 

rmitted to have it weighed! Some degree of paralysis of the 

adder; recovery slow. 

Feb. 7th.—Mrs. D. First labour ; case soon over ; no milk ; 
delirium ; mania for several months; recovery perfect, but 
very slow. 

Oct. 4th.—Mrs. B. Placenta previa; great hemorrhage 
before labour pains came on, none after membranes —_ 
tured, which was done as soon as possible ; labour prot ; 
forceps; child dead; phlegmasia dolens ; recovery perfect, but 
very slow. 

Whilst pen in hand, I should like to mention a case I had 
recently under my care. The mother of a large family is again 
in about the third month of utero-gestation, accompanied with 





~ *"fux Lancer, ante, p.307. 
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very obstinate vomiting and prostration, so much so that she 
could keep neither fluids nor solids on the stomach more 
than a few minutes ata time. She took the usual remedies in 
such cases, but with no benefit until I gave her the following : 
Strychnia, two grains; rectified spirits of wine, two drachms ; 
solution of pe ee acid to two ounces. One drachm of this 
mixture to be added to eight ounces of water, and one ounce to 
be taken three times aday. In four or five days.she could eat 
anything. Yours truly, 
Marshfield, April, 1862. J. G. Sprosron, M.R.C.S.L. 


Redical Hews. 

Rorat. Cottece or Screrons or Enotanp.—Tle 
following gentlemen passed their primary examinations in 
Anatomy and Physiology at a meeting of the Court of Ex- 
aminers on the 3rd inst., and, when eligible, will be admitted 
to the pass-examination :— 
Caldwell, John Thomas. 
Cartwright, Samuel Hamilton. 
Conyers, James Saitus. 
Eddison, John Edwin. 
Gammage, Robert George. 
Greene, James Sherwin. 





Mnassen, Arthur. 
(Sullivan, t:dward, 
Perke, Charles. 


Saville, John James. 
Staff, George Thomas 
Taylor, John William. 
Wallace, Arthur Kennedy. 
Wardle, James Henry. 


The following gentlemen passed their primary examinations 

on the 4th inst. :— 
Anstey, Arthur Newlrnd. Lawrence, H. Cripps. 
atkinasm, Donen Logan, William: 

Parks, Charles Holman. 

Redfern, Thomas, 


Woodcock, John Rostran, 
Woodforde, Alfred. 
Kelly, James. 


Apornercartes’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 29th ult. :— 

Bloomentha!, Theodore, Canterbury-row, Kennington. 
Waterloo-s'reet, Brighton. 

Denton, Bverard William, Ivy Lodge, Hornsea, Hull. 

Goddard, » - ental 

Jones, John Bangor, N. Wales. 

King, James George, Havant, Ham » 

Rickards, Walter, Cosby, Leicestershire. 

Vanderstraaten, Julian Louis, Shaftesbury-crescent. 

The following gentlemen alsoon the same day passed their 

first examination :— 
Evershed, M. F., Guy's Hospita!. 
1 ing’s College, = 
«pital, 
Thomas, King’s College 
's Hospital 





Campetper Universtry.—A Congregation was held on 
the 30th ult., when the first examination for the degree of 
Bachelor of Medicine took place, The following have been 
examined and approved :— 

Bagshawe, F., M.A., St. John's College. 
Philipson, G. H., B.A., Caius College. 
Sturges 0. B.A. Bmawasiuel Colleges 
Wilkes, A.’G. PBA. Trinity College. 

Tue Cuotera has broken out amongst the French 
forces in Cochin China. It is now raging at Saigon. 

British Mussum.—The number of visitors to the 
Museum last year reached 641,886, a considerable increase on 
the previous three years. 

QuapruPte Birtn.—A few days ago the wife of Mr. 
Henry Graham, of Mitcham, was safely delivered of three 
fine children—two boys anda girl. A fourth was still-born. 
_ Sanitary Resrrictioys ty Avsrria.—The Minister of 
State has forbidden the sale of several hair dyes, some coming 
from England, and others manefastured in Austria. 

Deara or M. Acar. — This excellent man, chief phar- 
macien to the Emperor of the French, died on the 2Ist ult. A 
Very touching discourse was delivered at his funeral by M. 


Lonexvity.—The returns that have been issued show, 
during the year 1860, the deaths of 22 men and 47 women in 
En and Wales who had arrived at or passed the age of 
100 years, 
Tas Haretess Mew or Avstrarta.—There exists 
beyond the Balonne River, in Western Australia, a race of 
men entirely destitute of hair on any part of their bodies. 
They appear to be of Mongolian or Chinese origin. 
Test ror Porsonovs Parrr- Hanornes. — Common 
spirits of hartshorn or ammonia is a very sure and easy test 
for arsenic. On application, the beautiful but dangerous green 
turns to a decided blue. 
Ustversiry or Loypon.—A provincial matriculation 
examination of the University of London will be held at 
Queen’s College, Liverpool, in July next. Copies of the regu- 
lations may be obtained by applying to the Secretary at the 
College. 

Lercnes.—Dr. Ebrard observes that an adult leech 

with blood requires nearly eighteen months, in a state 

of captivity, for the process of digestion. Young and free 
— accomplish the same task in six weeks or two 
mon 


Necrsstry ror Coroners’ Inqursts 1x Scortanp-— 
A writer in the Scotsman particularizes the deaths of no less 
than nine pedlars, all of whom he states to have been mur- 
dered, No inquest was held in any of these cases, and no one 
brought to justice for the crime. 


South Starrorpsutse Hosprrat.—The attempt to 
provide a ward for the reception of sick children in this hos- 
pital is likely to prove eminently successful. Already the 
donations amount to £180, and the annual subscriptions to 

4. 

Susscriptioxs 1n Kinp.—Mr. J. C. Close, manufacs 
turer, Stoke-on-Trent, has presented a valuable collection of 
articles of crockery to the South Staffordshire General Hos- 
pital—an example which other tradesmen might, perhaps, use- 
fully imitate. 

Tre New Process ror Preservinc Meat From 
Purreraction.—This process, shown at the Exhibition, is to 
extract the atmospheric air means of a vacuum, and then 
to admit nitrogen or azote. is permeates the substance of 
the flesh, and prevents the putrefactive change which would 
otherwise ensue. 

Rovat Berxsarre Hosrrtat.—The erection of the 
new wings of this building is now completed to the satisfaction 
of the Board of Management. The new works were handed 
over on the day of the expiration of the contract. The upper 
floors‘have been varnished, so as to do away with the damp 
arising from the washing of the boards. 


Tue Gortrta rx Lrverroot.—Several specimens of 
gorillas, one of which, it would appear, is the largest which 
has-yet been seen in this country, have arrived in Liverpool, 
The femur of the largest is 16} inches in length, being 2 inches 
longer than the femur of the largest skeleton in the British 
Museum, and very much larger than M. Du Chaillu's. The 
animal, when alive, must have measured 6 feet in height. 


Dury orr Sant vsep 1n Manvuracturss 1n Franco, 
—The Gaztte du Midi states that a deputation from the mer+ 
chants and manufacturers of Marseilles lately waited on the 
Emperor to explain to bim the injury caused by the tax on 
salt used by manufacturers, particularly those of chemical 
productions and of soap. A bill will be introduced tne 
the salt used in manufactures from the duty now imposed on 

A Mopern Cyctors.—Dr. Dupaul lately exhibited to 
the Academy of Medicine at Paris the bedy of an infant which 
had lived a short time. It bad only one eye in the centre: of. 
its forehead. The nose was wanting, and the nostrils reduced 
to a small orifice. The mother of this monstrosity was twenty- 
three years old, and had previously given birth to a properly- 
formed child. 

A Portastze Sryptic.—For the ration of a con» 
venient. styptic, it is recommended by the Moniteur de 
Sciences Médicales to soak amadou or German tinder in a solu- 
tion of perchloride of iron of a density of about 1250. It 
should be dried in the sun, and ru bet ween the hands 
to restore its suppleness and ity, Small pieces applied to 
leech bites soon stop their bleeding, They may be held in. 





Conneau, principal physician to the Emperor. 


their places by strips of plaster. 
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Acetate or Potasn in Gonorruama. — Dr. Betoldi 
states, in the May number of the Annali di Medicina, that he 
has had much success with this salt in gonorrhea, given in 
doses of about one drachm a day. The author seems to look 
upon this medication as novel, and is probably not aware that 
acetate of potash has for some time been given in this country 
in cases of gonorrhea, with variable results. 


Mouzzurne or Docs 1n Bertin TO PREVENT THE 
Spreap or Hyprornogria, — From 1845 to 1853, the mean of 
the deaths from hydrophobia was twenty-eight per annum. 
Upon strict muzziing of all dogs being then enforced, the result 
was, that in 1854 there were but four deaths, in 1855 one, in 
1856 one, and from 1857 to 186: none at all. The tax upon 
dogs has proved useless in this respect both in France and 
Prassia. 


Tuatiivum, THe Last New Exvement.—The last new 
element, which has recently been discovered, in extremely 
minute quantity, in some ores of sulphur, by the aid of the 
spectroscope and process of spec'rum analysis, is shown at the 
International Exhibition by its discoverer, Mr Crookes. Several 
of its compounds are also exhibited. Thallium gives a single, 
bright-green line in the prismatic spec ram; hence its name, 
from thallus, a green branch.—Zntellectual Observer. 


Tue New Recorstration Bitt.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Jrish Medical Association, held at the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Dublin, on Monday, a protest was agreed to 
against the 31st clause of the New Registration Bill, imposing 
on members of the profession the duty of furnishing returns of 
births and deaths without remuneration. The meeting also 
urged on the attention of the Legislature the claims of the 
Poor-law medical officers in respect to superannuation allow- 
ances, 


Bairish Assoctation FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
Scrence.—The next meeting, which is to be held at Cambridge, 
will commence on Wednesday, the Ist of October, as officially 
announced by the Secretaries. Cambridge being a place of 
easy access from London, it is anticipated that the uttendance 
will be large, but. by no means so great as at Manchester last 
year. An [ndex to the volumes of Reports of the Association, 
from 1831 to 1860, has been prepared, and is now ready for 
issue to the members. 


OputTHatmia.—The new species of ophthalmia which 
startled the French physicians a few weeks ago in the garrison 
of Vincennes, is more extensively spread than was at first sup 

The soldiers whose optic nerves become paralysed the 
moment the sun goes down are not to be found in that locality 
alone. The disease has appeared with great virulence at Stras- 
burg and other places, and has much embarrassed the faculty. 
Perfect vision returns in the morning, but at sunset the 
patients again lose their sight. The most searching investiga- 
tion is being made as to its cause and cure. 


A Human Satamanpenr.—A curious exhibition takes 
place every evening at ‘he corner of the Rue Ville Just and the 
Avenue de St. Cloud, Paris. In a small field there situated a 
wooden house, covered with pitch and other combustible mat- 
ters, is erected daily, and set fire to at about eivht o'clock each 
evening. A man jumps into the midst and pulls down blazing 
rafters, which he carries away. This salamander can stay in 
the fire from five to seven minutes. His clothes are said to 
be made of asbestos, covered with sponges freely imbued with 
geome chemical preparation. 


Tae Corr or THE Monawk Inpians at Oxrorp.— 
Crthathytanka, chief of the Mohawk tribe of Indians, who 
arrived at the University of Oxford some time back for the 

of completing his education under the direction of Dr. 
Acland, Regius Professor of Medicine, has matriculated at St. 
Edmund Hall. After completing his studies there, it is pro- 
bable he will enter one of the medical schools in London, A 
journal states that he has soon accustomed himself to the re- 
fined habits of the University, and may be seen daily in the 
streets of Oxford. 


Royat Humane Socrety.—On Tuesday Earl De Grey 
and Ripon presided at the anniversary meeting of this Society, 
held at the Hanover-square Rooms. Two gentlemen attended 


at the express direction of the Emperor of the French. M. de 
Ch&teauneuf read an address congratulating the Royal Humane 
Society upon i's success during the past century, and thanking 
it for the aid it had rendered in che establishment of a similar 





society in France, where, during the last nine ae Bo ~ 4 
an: - 


persons had been saved on its coasts from shipw 


ferent sea accidents, 4500 from accidents on rivers, 790 from 
fire, and more than 1000 from other accidents. Mr. Young, 
the secretary, then read the report. During the past year 221] 
cases of immersion, attended with risk to the lives of 270 per- 
sons, had been brought under the notice of the Society, and of 
these 222 were successfully treated, the remaining 48 having 
been past recovery, of which 23 were cases of attempted 
suicide. 

Sr. Taomas’s Hosprtar.—On Tuesday the adjourned 
special meeting of the governors was held at the hospital, 
London-bridge ; Alderman Sir J. Musgrove, president, in the 
chair, supported by about seventy of the governors. The re- 
port of the grand committee on the question of securing accom: 
modation until the rebuilding of the hospital having been read, 
a long discussion ensued, in which the Earl of Leven, Mr, 
Tite, M.P., Mr. Alderman Salomons, M.P., Mr. Alderman 
Humphrey, Mr. Alderman Copeland, Mr. Alderman Gabriel, 
and others, took part. Resolutions were passed, empowering 
the grand committee to take all necessary measures for securing 
without delay accommodation for the in-patients and out- 

atients in such place or places as they may deem suitable, also 
for the accommodation of the officers and servants, who will 
be displaced in July, and for the removal of the museum and 
library ; and farther authorizing the committee to take the 
necessary steps to erect such building as may be required for 
the reception and accommodation of urgent cases, and for dis- 

nsary business, at a cost not exceeding £15,000. Thanks 
ies been voted to the chairman and the committee, the 
Court separated, 

Curr or Ganorenxe.—At the last meeting of the 
Académie des Sciences, Dr, Langier sent in a paper on a new 
mode of treating gangrene. It having been ascertained by Dr. 
Reveil that gangrene is occasioned by the diminution or total 
elimination of the oxygen necessary to maintain the vitality of 
the part attacked, Dr, Langier conceived the idea of keeping 
gangrenous parts immersed in an atmosphere of oxygen con- 
stantly renewed. The two cases treated by him in this 
manner have both ended in a complete cure, although the age 
of each patient exceeded seventy-four years. 


Vera Cruz —The yellow fever is making fearful 
ravages among the allied troops at Vera Cruz. ‘Two of the 
heads of the French medical staff have fallen victims. Three 
of the officers of our own small force of 700 men have suffered. 
There were at one time 220 on the sick list. More men have 
been sacrificed by a three months’ residence in this pestiferous 
region than would have fallen in a hostile march from one end 
of the Kepublic to the other. It is singular that, after the 
experience which has been obtained of this dreadful malady, 
no measures have been taken to arrest its progress amongst 
the troops. The axiom that ‘‘ Disease Kills more than the 
sword,” was never more strongly exemplified than in this re- 
markable instance. 

PoriricatioN or THe THames.—A deputation to pre- 
sent a memorial concerning the regulation and purification of 
the Thames waters had an interview with Secretary Sir George 
Grey on Tuesday at the Home Office. The memorialists 
solicit the Government to issue a commission of inquiry, or to 
cause full inquiry to be made into the condition of the Thames 
and its tributaries, specially for the purification of the Thames 
waters for the use of the metropolis and of the towns in the 
Thames district, as well as the amendment of the health of 
the population which adjoins them. 


ACCIDENTS IN COMING FROM THE Derpy.—Several acci- 
dents, some being of a serious nature, occurred on the Clap- 
ham, Brixton, and Vauxhall roads, by the throng of vehicles 
and horsemen returning from the race ground. The surgical 
staff of Guy’s and St. Thomas's Hospitals were actively engaged 
during the evening in attending to cases that were taken to 
these institutions. Many were received into the various hos- 
pitals, but, being of minor importance, the wounds were dressed 
and the sufferers will be treated as out- patients. 


Benericirat Cuance or Crimats.—M. Guyon com- 
municated a short time ago to the Academy of Medicine of Paris 
the case of a family suffering in the West Indies of elephantiasis 
Grecorum, and in whom the disease was completely arrested 
by a removal to France. The same physician has now brought 
forward two instances of disap ce of goitre by change of 
climate, The first refers to two little girls who caught goitre 
in Chili; their mother was advised to return to Belgium, her 
native country, and the change effected a complete cure. The 
second case is that of Swiss peasants, who emigrated to Algeria, 
where they entirely lost their goitres. 
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MEDICAL VACANCIES, 


Tare? are vacancies in the West of London Hospital for two Physicians 
and an A-sistant House-Surgeon. 

The election of a Medical Officer for the United Parishes of Whittlesey, 
Cambridgeshire, is appointed to take place on the 17th instant. 

An Assistant-Physician is required for the Metropolit 
Devonshire-square. 

A vacancy has occurred for an Assistant-Physician to the Hospital for Sick 
Children, Great Ormond-street. 

There is a vacancy for a Resident Medica] OMicer to the St. Marylebone 
General Dispensary. 

The office of House-Sargeon to the Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital 
is now vacant by the resignation of Dr. John Walter Bury. 

There is a vacancy fur a Medical Officer for the Workhouse and District No. 1 
of the Worcester Union, by the death of Mr. John Greening 

A Medical Officer is required = the Stickney District of the Spilsby Union, 
Lincolnshire, by the death of Mr. George Meas. 

A Medical Officer is wanted for District No. 2 of the Everton District of 
the West Derby Union, Lancashire, by the resignation of Mr. Matthew Lynch. 

There is a vacancy for a Dispenser to the Farringdon General Dispensary 
and Lying-in Charity, Bartlett’s-buildings, Holborn. 


H Stal 
? 


Free 





MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Ds. Ropert Kwox has been elected Curator of the Museum of the Ethno. 
logical Society of Loudon, 

Dr. Mark Batt Tanner, House-Physician to the Westminster Hospital, has 
been appointed Assistant-Physician to the Westminster Maternity Charity, in 
the vacaney occasioned by the resignation of Dr. Hamilton Roe. 

Mr. Arthar W. Edis has been appointed Resident House-Physician to the 
Westwinster Hospital, vice Dr. Mark Tanner, resigned; aod Mr. Arthur 
Beadles House-Surgeon, vice M. A. Conolly, resigned, 

Mr. C. Browne has been elected Resident Apothecary to the St. Marylebone 
General Dispensary. 

Mr. Llewellyn John Summers has been appointed Medica! Officer to the 
Banwell District of the Axbridge Unien, Somersetshire, in the room of Mr, 
William Henry Parsley, resi 

Mr. J. O'urien Kou-h, Assistant-Surgeon of the Salop Infirmary, has been 
elected House Surgeon of the South Staffordshire Hospital. 

D>. Hillier has been appointed Physician to. the Hospital for, Sick Children. 

Mr. Louis Stromeyer Little has been app the 
Londen Hospital. 

Mr. William Henry Griffin has been appointed Resident Surgeon and 
Apotheeary to the Western General Dispensary, Marylebone- 

Mr. William Edgar Grose Barnes has been elected House-Surgeon and 
Secretary to the West Norfolk and Lynn Hospital. 

Dr. Charles Rice Williams has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
cinator for the Rotherfield District of the Uckfield Union, Sussex. 

Dr. George Pearce has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
for the Dilwyn District of the Weobly Uniov, Herefordshire. 

Dr. George Berwick has been re-elected Medical Officer for the West Dis- 
trict, Sunderland Union, 

Mr. Charles William M‘Dowell has been appointed Resident Medical Officer 
to the South-Eastern Dispensary, Grand Canal-street, Dublin, vice Mr. Eldon 
Piers Butl r Ward, appointed Kesident Medical Officar to the Mountjoy Male 
and Female Convict Prisons, Dublin, 

Mr. John Truscott Skrimshire has been elected Medical Officer and Public 
Vaceinator for the Blakeney District of the Walsingham Union, Norfolk, vice 
Mr. Joseph Chamberiaine. 

Dr. William Burton has been appointed Medical Officer for the New Leake 
District of the Boston Union, Lincolnshire. 

Mr. William Sutherland Meeke has been appointed Medical Officer for Dis- 
trict No, 1 of the Market Drayton Union, Shropshire. 

Mr. Henry Bishop has been elected Medical Officer and Publi: Vaccinator 
for the Second District of the Tunbridge Union, Kent, 
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Dirths, Marriages, xn Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
On the 28th ult,, at Jche-ctredt, Berkeley-square, the wife of T. H. Smith, 


Bank, Jedburgh, the wife of Dr. Bell, Inspec- 
ue seral of Hospitals, of 


the 30th alt. at Wetcomin, ‘Torquay, the wife of John Caddy, M.D. 

sgn B.N., H.M.S. Phaeton, of a daughter. 

On the 3ist alt. at St. John’s _ Ryde, Isle of Wight, the wife of Benja- 
min Archer Kent, M_D., of a daughte 

On the ist inst., at Harley-street, the wife of Dr. Harley, Professor in Uni- 
versity College, of a daughter. 

On the 2ud inst., at Montague-square, the wife of C, H. F, Routh, M.D., of 
ason, 


MARRIAGES, 


On the 28th dd at the Parish Church, West Derby, John Bennett, Esq. 
MR.CS., of hart, near Chapel-en-le Frith, to Septima, daughter of James 
ne, 4 of oer Edge-hill Li 

On the 28th ult. at Liscard ndependent Chapel, William Aickin, M.D., of 
Belfast, to Margaret, only ter of C. R. Hall, Esq., oT 

On the 29th ult, at St. ‘s, Paddington, Frederic R. man, M.D. 

of Harpencen, to Eliza Jane, daughter of the late W. Wright, Esq., of Gra- 
"s Town, 

On the 3rd inst., at the Parish Church of St. Peter, Medmenham, Bucks, 
Matthew Baines, M.D., of Thurloe-square, to —— “elder of the 
Rev. Thomas Arthur Powis, M.A., Rector of Sa: St. Andrew, Hunts. 

On the 3rd inst, at St. John’s, T tonstone, A: Clark, M.D, to Helen 
Annette, only daughter of Alphonso t, Esq., of Leytonstone, 


BIRTHS, » MARRIAGE, AND GRATE DIARY OF THE WEEK. 
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DEATHS. 
= Tower Gardens, Tain, N.B., G. G. M. Miller, Esq., L.R.C.S.E., late of 
ngwal 
On ne 20 of April, at Tripoli, in Barbary, Mrs. Elizabeth Dickson, widow 
of the late John Dickson, Esq. Sarg. R.N., daughter of Archibald Dalzell, 
Esq., some time Governor-General of Cape Coast Castle, &c. 
On the 23rd ult., at Hill Grove House, Wells, Somerset, Joseph Wm. Moss, 


M.D., aged 59. 

On the 24th ult., Michael Henry, last surviving son of the late Dr. Under- 
hill, of Manchester, and formerly of Wolverhampton. 

On the 30th ult., at Stratford, Essex, Phebe Cornthwaite, wife of T. F. 
Clay, Esq, M.R.C, 3 

On the 3rd inst., at = Northamptonshire, Frances, eldest daughter of 
Frederic Cox, Esq. M 





BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 


Dr. Fleming on Medical Statistics of Life Assurance, 

Dr, Wetzlar on the Medical Properties of the Aix-la-Chapelle Hot 
Sulphureous Waters. 

Dr. Haughton on the Turkish Bath. 

Evidence on Poor-law Medical Relief; with Remarks by Mr. Griffin. 

Dr. Meadows’ M wwual of Midwifery. 

Mr. Heath’s Manua! of Minor Surgery. 


Medical Diary of the Geek. 


(Sr. Manx’s Hosrrtat yor Fistvta aNp OTHER 
Disxases oy THE Recrom.—(Operations, 1} P.x. 

Rova. Fares Hosrrrac.—/perations, 2 r.m. 

Mereorourtas Fase Hosrrray. — 


2 Pm. 
Guy's Hosrrtat.—Operations, }} P.u. 
Wesruinster Hosritat.—Operations, 2 P.x. 
Rovat I ystrrvrion.—4 p.«. Rev. G. Butler, “On 
the Art of the la t Century.” 
Royat Meprcat awp CureveGicat Socrery oF 














MONDAY, Juwz 9 


TUESDAY, Jcxz 10...... 


produced by 
MrIppLesex bat al lem, 
Sr. Magy’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 Pu. 
ae Cottzes Hosrrrav. — Operations, 
P.M. 
Roya. Osrsoraprc Hosrrray. — Operations, 2 


PM. 
Norra Lowpow Mepicat Socrery.—8 P.u. 
. Grover's Hosrrrat.—Operations, | P.x. 
Cuwtaat Lowpow Ormrsatuic Hosrrm.t. — 
Operations, } r.x, 
Lonpow Hospitat, ions, 14 P.x. 
Geeat ao Hosrrrat, Kine’s Cuoss,— 


WEDNESDAY, Juws 11 


THURSDAY, Jvxz 132... 


Operations, 
Lowpow Sveercat Home.—Operations, 2 P.u. 
West Lorpvow Hosrrrau.—perations, 2 p.x. 
Rorat Iwstiretion. — 3 r.«. Dr. Lyon Playfair, 
“On the Progress of Chemical Arts (1851-88). a 
Wesrutnstex Orurzatuic Hosrrray. — Opera- 
tions, 14 Pa. 
Royrat Iwstirerrow. — 8 p.uw. Major-General Sir 
a. Rawlinson, “On Cuneiform Writing, and the 
st. & a. —Operati: 
Tuowas's eee ions, 1 Pm. 
= + ee meatal OsPrTaL.—Operations, 1} 


FRIDAY, Jowz 13 


SATURDAY, Jvwz 14... > Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} p.m. 

Cuagine-cross Hosrrrat.—perations, 2 ».«. 

Rovat Iwerrrvrrow.—3 v.«. Prof. Anderson, “ 
Agricultural Chemistry.” 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 
£0 4 6] For halfa page 
For a page 
The average number of words in each line is eleven. 
dvertisements which are intended to appear in Tux Lancet of any parti- 
cular week, should be delivered at the Office not later than on Wednesday in 
that week: those from the country must be accompanied by a remittance, 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
Unsramrpxp, 
Six Months... ... 
Three Months ... 
Stampxp. 
Tv 
ine” ‘as cob ab ete axe can. Gan" oto 17 4 
Three Months ... — oe. ves. lug nee ° 8 8 
Post-office Orders in payment should be addressed to Guonos Faw, 
Tuz Lawozt Office, 423, Strand, London, and made payable to him at the 
Strand Post-office, 
Tas Lancet may be obtained from every r 
in the World, 
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Co Correspondents. 


Dr. Shettle.—1. We are of opinion, under the circumstances of the case, that 
C., being qualified, was the proper person to give evidence at the inquest. 
At all events, it was ungracious that he should not have received a part of the 
fee.—2. There eannot be a doubt on the merits of the case. C. was perfectly 
justified in the course he pursued. An unqualified practitioner is not en- 
titled to the-privileze of the rales of etiquette which prevail amongst those 
who have given proofs of their right and ability to practise. 

4 Fellow of the Obstetrical Society.—The instruments devised by Dr. Barnes 
for the induction and acceleration of labour may be obtained of Messrs. 
Weiss, Strand, or Mr. Millikin, St. Thomas’s-street, St. Thomas’s Hospital. 


Tae Mercvetat Varourn-Bara. 


To the Bditor of Tax Lancar. 


Srr,—A controversy on the use and effects of the mercurial r-bath in 
the eotenens chains lately been going on in the pages of Taz Lancet, 
in which my name been frequently mentioned. As the originator of the 
treatment of syphilis by the mereuri r-bath, or, in other words, by the 
mixture of the vapour of certain Supetdiins of mercury common steam, 
and as [ have the testimony of twenty years’.experience in the treatment of as 
cases by it, | am warranted in speaking positively as to its uses 


I am not rash enough to assert that the mercurial vapour-bath will cure 
syphilis in many of its forms; but I can say that it has tly cured a 
vast number of cases of that disease which hove been positively entomched by 
any other remedy. of the question of the cure of syphilis, there 
erect Cotes achich the mercurial vapour- 
bath is most powerful, and at the same time the least harmful, therapeutic 
agent that can be = It neither salivates nor confines the patient, and 
it stomac’ the protracted and injurious effects of 

whether these be cucetene of mercury or iodine. To all forms 
of syphilitic affeetions of the it is especially suite, and many of the forms 
of phagedewna have been arrested by one single application. 
to its mode of employment, or to indi- 
hich it is amost likely to be ot service. The 
rs in theihands of the profession, and my 


any thi 


It is unnecessary for me here 
eate those forms of disease in 


own experience in the use of this remedy, I 
many parts of this country it has been used 

Mr. Henry Lee found it 

modification of it, under ee a * the calomel 


extraordinary cures with it, after all other methods 
In India, Mr. Moore (“ Diseases of India,” p. 187) 
state the result of my own experience, which is, 
of syphilis oceurring in India, of whatever 
efficient, and less costly to the constitution, as 

proved to be.” 

1 remain, Sir, yours obediently, 
Birmingham, June, 1862. Laneston Panxas, F.B.C.S. 


To'the Bditor of Tax Lanczr. 


Sta,—The discussion now going on in journal between Mr. Weeden 
‘Cooke.and Dr. Inglis on “Mercury in lis” is of the utmost importance to 
the and . The last letter of Mr. Cooke (Tus 

ae BT ps gt ge a be or, mom 
blished on this subject. He now.admits that mer- 
“ a forms cae. It — vty to fol- 
mercury cou: locally in ‘orms 
A mh yi but since this mode of p toa a is imp aA 
organs are attacked by the disease, the alternative of re- 
¢ mode of admin —i.e., of saturating the entire 
to remove a local disease—is rendered unavoid- 
it farther follows that, in the view of Mr. Cooke, 
ee ~ Heepes ery — in their a is, 
every organ, system, e body is healthy, except the part affected. 
Now, both these points, as defined by Mr, Cooke, are so diametrically at 
of conduct, the principles of action, by which literally 
are and directed in actual prac- 
be thanked by the whole profession if 1 venture, 
able and experienced a surgeon as Mr. Cooke, to 
decided explanations the several points 





Mr. C. H. Hyde.—Bradley and Bourdas, Belgrave-road, and many other 
chemists. 


J. 8. S.—Balfour’s or Bentley’s. 
Dr. L. W. Sedgwick and R. 4.—The communications shall appear next week. 


Stxyvounin:. 
To the Rditor of Tux Lancet. 


Srr,—Hoping to obtain, through the of your 

inionof the medical profcssion on the above subject, may I beg 
of the following :— 

What are the effects of strychnine in cases in which its administration 
produces convulsions and tetanus 

The experi of those bers of the medical profession who have made 
the properties of strychnine their study, would materially assist. an interesting 
investigation. Your obedient servant, 

June, 1862. 


Inahil 





journal, the 
e insertion 





InQuimer. 





———-A[ 
Wager has not been misinformed. In the Patent Oifice of the United States 
are deposited a specification.and model of a“ tape-worm trap.” The latter 
is a very small hollow tube of gold, so arranged as to contain a small piece 
of cheese for a bait. The patient, after a fast of four or five days, is ordered 
to swallow the trap, with a string attached. It is stated by the inventor 
that after a long-eontinued fast, the worm will aseend into the stomach, and 
greedily seize the cheese, be thus caught in the trap, and can be easily pulled 
up by the string. For further information upon this ridiculous idea, our 
correspondent may refer to the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical Reporter 
of April 26th. 


Studens.—We cannot give further information than that the combination ip 
question is employed by the eminent French practitioner. 


Ma. Baxur Brown axv Da. Stzwart. 
To the Béitor of Tux Lanost. 


ann, -Snculy teen application which I made to you the result 
of the arbitration in the dispute between Mr. 1. B. Brown and Dr. 
= were good enough to give me an answer in Tas Layogrt of the lth alt. 
umours most injurious to the tation of both these gentlemen had been 
in active circulation. I waited, with many others of my medical acquaintance, 
with much anxiety to learn the result of the inquiry which had been institated. 
On the issue of that inquiry depended the position which a large number of 
medical practitioners were to assume in r ference to the two gentlemen whose 
conduct was called in question. Permit me to thank you, then, for affording 
i to understand 


reasons why the arbitrators had determined to withhold their j 
the on, for it cannot be denied that the matter in dispute had become 2 
public question. What does !’r. Benuett mean at 
either “im: or “unfair”? I 
it what are we toa 
meaning of three lines contained in the award ? 
ee 4 
learn to express his meaning in ec! comprehensibie language. 
ble that he will be more “ discreet”’ in his eriticiems, and less “equivocal 
a l am, Sit, yours obediently, 
une, 





Obstetricus.—Professor Réeeamier was, we think, the first to deseribe dis- 
tinetly “pelvic hematocele.” This he did some thirty years ago. Whether 
the extravasation is always extra- or intra-peritoneal, is a disputed point. 
Some think it may be either. 


A Ten Years’ Subscriber —Mr. J.G. Perry is the Medical Inspector of Prisons 
for England. 
W. S.—Consult a solicitor. We cannot advise in the matter. 


Tae Sawrrary Conprrion or Lrverroot. 
To the Editor of Tux Lanonur. 

Srr,—I have very little to say in reply to Dr. Dunean’s observations beyond 
expressing we must all tee! at the improvement which 
lately to have place in the salabrity of Liverpool. Dr. Dunean i 
that a very pr me A ne dye _—  — 
ing a populat years ; no one, | pre- 
sume, for a moment would to blame me for quoting the latest autho- 
rity on the sabject. As yy Mr. Chadwick’s Report, | simply mentioned it 
to show that the same death-rate had been going on for many 
years previously 


In conclusion, 


the kingdom. 
Brighton, May, 1862. Wri Kenoest, MD. 
P.S.—You will perhaps permit me to mention that in my letter to you on 
this subject, which appeared in your impression of the 10th May, instead of its 
being “the mean chances of life being amongst the working classes during 
fifteen aughs to hove Sam, Geenten Ghansse “Sneng RED aN 
only years,” 


Inquirer.—Dr. Clay declares that he is willing to afford any reasonable expis- 
nation to “Inquirer,” provided he gives his name. Under these cireun- 
stances, we must decline to insert “‘ Inquirer's” letter. 

Dr. 2. Inglis —Next week. 

Tertium Quid must attach his name to his communication. 


Tax Mzprcat Counc, awp Mapicat Stupents. 
To the Editor of Tux Laworr. 


Str,—Suppose A. be articled to B. in the year 1858. ein y his 
and is to serve three years. Then he is to “ walk the hospitals.” In mean- 
time out come the recommendations. Is he not in a fix? He mast either pey 
compensation for violating his indentures, or have eigliteen months extra hos 
me apart prey 1 ask you, Sir, is it justice? Can the Medical Council 

ly control the different contracts entered into before it was in existence, 
and make retrospective laws? Would it not be more honourable to make the 
following resolution :— All ticeships entered into before eee 
and attendance at lectures and hospital practice after that date be 
the commencement of professional study. 

At the present time scarcely two Col agree in their regulations, For 
instanee, the College of Surgeons recognises apprenticeship; the of 
Physicians, attendance at a medical school; yet they make certain . 
Do the exceptions refer to those auprantionh before 1861? Would it beasé- 
visable to petition the Council? Or will your all-powerful pen be sufficient? 

Yours respectfully, 
June, 1862. CALOMBL. 
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F. G.—We believe that it was Oppolzer who first stated that the bicarbonate 
of soda was contra-indicated in pyrosis. He maintains that the agent in 
question actually produces waterbrash, by giving rise to the formation of 
certain salts from the acids of the stomach. Calcined magnesia and the 
carbonate of ammonia are the proper antacids in pyrosis. 


4a Elector.—Mr. Wakley was member for Finsbury for eighteen years. 


A Case vor a Cournt-Mepicat. 
To the Editor of Tux Laxcet. 


Srra,—A perasal of the award of the arbitrators in the case of Dr. Stewart 
and Mr. Brown indaces me to the ques ion—What course should Mr. 
Brown have adopted (without aling to law) if Dr. Stewart had refused to 
submit their dispute to arbitration? Everyone who has the pleasure of know- 
ing Dr. Stewart is well aware that he would never have resorted to so unworthy 
a subterfuge; but there are other bers of the profession w seuse of 
honour is less delicate. 

Let me give a case which has actually occurred within the last few months. 

Dr. X. and Dr. Y. are Fellows of the Colleze of Physicians, and both of them 
are more or less known in the profession. One is a university professor; the 
other, susnent gages to a metropolitan hospita!, and editor of a medical 
journal. 

Dr. Y. (the editor) published a review of a work written by Dr. X., in which 
he not only made use of extremely offensive language, but in which the views 
and the very words of Dr. X. were so dishonestly garbled and perverted as to 
call forth strong reprobativn in your own pages and in those of one of your 
contemporaries, 

Dr. X. having every reason to believe that the character of the article had 
escaped the editor's n tice, wrote a courteous letter to Dr. Y., in which he 

inted out some of the passages of which he complained, and begged that his 

ter and the offensive articie should be referred to some perfectly neutral 
competent authority, who should decide whether or not Dr. X. had just grounds 
of complaint against Dr. Y.; and, if 1 am not mistaken, Dr. X. suggested that 
Dr. P., a very eminent physician, who was once editor of the Review in ques- 
tion, and who now holds an important office uader Government, should be re- 
quested to act as arbitrator. 

Dr. Y. did not condescend to take any notice of Dr. X.’s apparently fair and 
reasonable operas. 

Dr. X., with the view of giving Dr. Y. (who is mach his junior) every facility 
for escaping from the awkward and questionable position in which he was in- 
volving himself, wrote a second letter, stating that if Dr. Y. had any personal 
objection to Dr. P. as arbitrator, Dr. X. was willing to reter their differences to 
any physician of eminence whom Dr. Y. might name. 

This proposal met with no more success than the previous one. 

Dr..X. is now in the position in which Mr, Brown might have been placed if 
his opponent had been of his own character, or conscious of the 
weakness of his case. 

Unless we are to adopt the monstrous view, that when a physician assumes 
the editorial office he is released from the ordinary duties and obligations of a 
gentleman, jt seems to me that if, as I honestly believe, the above facts are 
correct, Dr. Y.’s conduct admits of no defence. 

I shall be obliged if any of the readers of Tux Lawcet who have made medi- 
re a their special study will inform me what further steps Dr. X. should 
take. 

I enclose my name, which is at the service of any Fellow of the College who 
may feel that he is personally affected by this letter, and beg to remain, 

Your obedient servaut, 

June, 1862, 





Virpex. 


4 Sufferer.—Cases of the kind are treated at all the recognised hospitals in 
London. 


J. H., Medical Officer —We cannot agree with the opinion expressed by our 
correspondent. If a proper bond of union existed between Poor-law medical 
officers, the reform so urgently required would be effected. 


Tas Prsxrorrr Casz. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet, 


Str,—I beg to forward to you 10s., being the contribution of Mr. Harding, 
of Percy-street, in aid of the fund you have so kindly taken charge of for Mr. 
a, In my letter of the 12th April, 1 stated that it was probable that 
the defendant would have to pay his costs, the action had been de- 
cided favourably to him, This I] now learn will be the case; ‘or within these 
last few days Rich has been gazetied a bankrupt, and being a person without 
any means whatever, the whole of Mr. Pi.rpoint’s costs, amounting in the 
gross to the sum of £188 18¢., falls upon him. 

Surely we cannot allow a ted member of our profession to be thus 
heavily muleted in his efforts to defend his reputation. At t the money 
forwarded to you will not reach the above-named amount. If only a few gen- 
tlemen will be at the trouble of asking their immediate professional neigh- 
bours for a trifle, the sam would be svon made up. For myself | may state 
that I have never yet alluded to this case without eliciting much sympathy 
for Mr. Pierpoint, and that, too, of a preetical character; but I have un- 
fortunately exhausted all my medical acquaintances, and I have not the time to 
solicit strangers. 1 am, Sir, yours as ye 

Jos. mes, M.D. 


Dean-street, Soho, June, 1863. 

Enquirer.—A fall account of the process appeared in Taz Lancer of May 3rd, 
page 467. 

Ivy Lex will send his name and address, he shall receive the information he 
requires by private note, 

A Student.—It will be necessary to attend the class. 


Caw a Faroe Exist my tas Sromaca ? 
To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 


_ Str,—The account by a Norwich Rector of the supposed existence of a frog 
in the stomach from of water-cresses must not be taken for fact. The 
poor parishioner is ly either a monomaniac or hyp hondriacal. 


Yours o| uy, 
Lowestoft, May, 1962, M.B.C.S. 





Dr. C. R. Bree—t is certainly most unusual for a physician to circulate testi- 
monials in the manner which has been practieed by Dr. Alexander Wallace. 
Such a proceeding is opposed to the recognised rules of medical propriety, 
and we believe has the very opposite effect to that which the circulator of 
such documents anticipates. 

Eboracensis.—1. There is no law of the land to prevent it.—2. Yes, if there is 
no bye-law of the institution prohibiting such a proceeding. 


Nagpoo-Saep. 
To the Editor of Tas Laxcet. 


Srr,—In your “ Notices to Correspondents” of May 24th, you state, in reply 
to Mr. Reed, of Bloomsbury-square, that an exploring party was found dead in 
Australia, and that suspicions are entertained that they were poisoved by 
nardoo. Allow me to state that | was in Australia throughout the whole time 
that the late great expluring expedition was in the interior, and having been 
an intimate friend of the unfortanate leader, Mr. Burke, [ took a great intr st 
in all the proceedings. When Messrs, Burke, Wills, and King returned to the 
depdt at Cooper's Creek, and found it deserted by their comrades, they lived 
upon nardoo-seed snd a little fish supplied by the natives. After a time the 
supply of fish ceased, and they then subsisted on the nardoo alonc, as long as 
their strengt'a enabled them to colleet it. This, however, gradually failed, and 
poor Barke und his companion perished. King, being possibly of a stronger 
constitution, manazed to survive, and is now, for aught I know, alive and well. 
It would therefore seem that, although the nardoo may not be capable per se 
of supporting /ife for an indefinite period, it certainly is not poisonoux. The 
natives consume it in large quantities. It is a small black seed, and said to be 
the production of a kind of trefoil ; but | have never seen the plant itself. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, . 

May, 1962. M.B.CS. 


Guy's Hosrrrat BDrewntat Dovwse. 
To the Editor of Tax Lanczt. 


Sra,—Your correspondent, “ D. G. M.,” is in error when he asserts that the 
Guy’s Hospital biennial festival has not taken place this year. 1t was held on 
February 18th at the Freemasons’ ‘lavern, a previous notice of the mecting 
having been freely aivertised in your columns. 

I can only regret that “ D.G. M.” was absent on that occasion, as the mag- 
nitude of the assembly and spirit of the past and present pupils fu ly proved 
the truth of his remark, that such meetings have a powerful influence in keep- 
ing up old friendships and early reminiscences, 

am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Finsbury-sqaare, June, 1862. Taomas Beyawt, Hon. Sec. 


Isvivence oF Ix-anp-tx Baxgprne. 
To the Bditor of Taz Lancer. 


Sra,—I have been thinking for some time to communicate the following im- 
— to some medical journal, and having read in your issue of the 

4th May the article ou “ Marriages of Consanguinity, I at once considered 
that I ought to send the particulars, which are as follows :— 

About eleveu years ago a party who kept beagles (in common with a few 
others) was anxious to have the best breed; and as he considered the dogs 
belonging to him were the best from which to breed, he came to the resolu’ ion 
that whelps bred of the brother and sister would come up to the required 
standard. He carried out his vi-ws, and the bitch bad five or six young ones 
at the regular time. Of these there were not two perfect, some wanting the 
nostrils, eyes, nose, ears, and in two or more cases the two fore feet were absent, 
in others the hind feet. ‘Ihe whelps that were perfect were of a soft nature, 
not lively like others that were of different blood. The party who through 
ignorance violated Nature's laws never attempted the like in future. 

Though pert there are numerous cases where animals in the wild state 
are bred like to the above, it would be interesting if it could possibly be known 
whether results like to those detailed ever took place. However, the case men- 
tioned by me was considered in another light, and the party at once came to 
the jasion that, even amongst the lower animals, due regard must be paid 
to relationship. There must, as a natural consequence, be greater regard paid 
to rela'ionship amongst the higher animals. His conclusions were that some 
law should be made to prevent relations, such as cousins, entering into 
marriage with each other. 

I may add that I saw the whelps, and have given 
their malformation as I can remember, Y 

London, May, 1863. 


as good an account of 
ours, 


” Tuomowp. 


Communications, Lerrens, &c., have been received from—Dr. R. Knox; Mr. 
Lockwood; Dr. L. W. Sedgwick; Mr. Roope; Dr. Willoughby; Dr. Wade, 
Birmingham ; Mr. Nunneley, Leeds; Mr. C. Hunter; Dr. T, Hillier; Mr. P. 
Squire; Mr. Edis; Dr, Shetule, Shaftesbury ; Mr. Hole, Wisbeach ; Dr. Bree, 
Colchester ; Mr. Oldaker, Avonfield ; Mr. J. Anderson ; Mr. Langston Parker, 
Birmingham ; Mr, E. Jones, Aberdare; Dr. M. Tanner; Mr, W. Oxley, Hud- 
dersfield; Dr. Knipe; Dr. Johnson, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Parsuns, Leicester, 
(with enclosure;) Mr. Matthews; Dr. Jephson ; Dr. Mactiregor; Mr. Deck ; 
Mr. Robinson, Edinburgh ; Rev. R. Pritchard, Whitchurch, (with enclosure; ) 
Mr. Sweeting, Lynn, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hailing, Edinburgh ; Mr. Lister, 
Low Hill, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Griffin, Weymouth; Mr. Horsell, Pewsey ; 
Dr. W. Husband, Edinburgh, (with enclosure;) Mr. Se’by ; Mrs, Trevelyan, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Herold; Dr. T. Williams, Swausea ; Mr. B. Hansman, 
Bristol, (with enclosure ;) Mr. M‘Intyre; Mr. Rieax; Mr. Tite, (with enclo- 
sure;) Dr. Little, Lockerbie, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hobson ; Mr. Hastings; 
Mr. Kelly, Manchester; Mr. F. Mason; Mr. C. Browne; Mr. E. Heffernan ; 
Mr. Summers, Banwell; Mr. Shedd, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Griffin, Soath- 
ampton ; Mr. Hyde, Longford; Mr. Braund, Martock ; Mr. Austin, Bootle ; 
Mr. Rowley, Barnsley, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Stacy, Hastings; Mr. Seward, 
Cah lish, (with encl ¢;) Mr. W. P. Brookes; Bthnological Society ; 
Royal Institution; W.S.; A Student; An Elector; Enquirer; Impartial ; 
J. H.; Ebo is ; A Scottish Graduate; Medicus; M.D., (with enclosure ;) 
E. B.; A Fellow of the Obstetrical Society ; Tertium Quid; Wager ; Studens + 
Obstetricus ; A Sufferer; &c. &c. 
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WATER BEDS AND CUSHIUNS, FOR INV ALIDS’ USE. 


S. MATTHEWS & SON, (late C. Macintosh & Co.,) 58, CHARING CROSS 
Opposite the Napier Statue. 








ARTIFICIAL LEG AND TRUSS MAKER. 


PRATT, 420, Oxrorp-street, W. 


e others can be supplied with ARTIFICIAL LEGS, HANDS, CRUTCHES, 


at meh euuaienaty less than those usually charged. 


(By Ap ppointment to the Army.) Officers and 


all kinds of SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS AND APPLIANCES, 











To the Surgical and Medical ‘Disteniiaie, —W. F. Durroch, ‘Sandfecturer wt Surgica 


Instruments to ‘the Royal Navy, Greenwich Hospital, Guy’s H 








oners and L for the in various articles. 


ital, &c. &c., begs to inform the Profession that he i 
SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS of 7 description, and that he has attained the highest reputation by the 
made Geutlemen favouring him with 





and patronage of ihe. most eminent 
r ord-rs may rely on having their Instro- 


Practitio 
ments finished in the best and one ‘modern style. Surgical instruments made to Drawings and kept in repair.—Estab ished 1 
No. 28, St. Thomas’s-street East, and No. 1, Dean-street, near the H ae aoc im Southwark. —Late Mauutacturer to the leading Houses in the trade. 








Pulvis Jacobi ver, Newbery’s, 


Is the ORIGINAL & GENUINE, was Maa. A:D. 1746, 
And is Prefcribed, with the greateft fuccefs, “‘ by the higheft authorities,” for 
Fevers, Ague, Cerebral Congeftion, Rheumatifm, Chills, Influenza, &c. &c. 
FRAS. NEWBERY & SONS, 45, ST. PAUL’S CHURCHYARD. 


Prices for Difpenfing—1 0z., gs. ; 3 oz., 3s. 4d. 











Human Osteology. id. 
Messrs. MILLIKIN & LAWLEY, Surgical Instrument 
Makers, 161, nateae ing King’s College,” have a i assortment of 
a Hands, Feet, se ite Bones, 
Articulated Skeleton from £5; Disarticulated, from £3 ; “Skalls, from 15s. 
A Priced List sent post =e on n application. 


N.B—A variety of specim 
Belts. — 


Ladies’ 


The increasing demand for these supports has 
SS Y to devote lar care to 
their manufacture. They are made of various quali- 
ties and prices, to suit all who are suffering from the 
complaints incidental to females, 
7s. 6d., 10s, 6d., 15s., 21s., 31s, 6d., and 42s, 
PROLAPSUS UTERLI. 
Ww. iH. ‘B. has effected great improvements in the 
of Appli for the relief of those suf- 
IB fering from this complaint. They are easily adjusted, 
and may be sent by post. 
C Ease Srocxrves, 4c. for Vanicosz Vers. 
. A female in attendance. 
W. H. BAILEY, 418, OXFORD ST., LOND. 
I An Illustrated Catalogue free upon application. 


SPARES & SON, INVENTORS OF THE 


Soon Urinals for Male and 


PEMALE RAILWAY TRAVELLERS, INVALIDS, & CHILDREN, 














The above Urinals 
are made ou the most 
approved principles, 
and are all fitted with 
the recently-invented 
valve, which will not 
allow any return of 
the water by the upper 


ter than 
articles ne in KNex Car & Annie Soce. 


| OR “a liberal discount to the’ Medical Profession. De- 
RAVELLING. = scriptive Circulars and Lists of Prices sent per post. 


Hospitals, Infirmaries, and Unions supplied on the best terms with 
article for the use of the sick and invalided. wi 


SPARKS & SON, Patent Surgical Truss and Bandage Makers, 
28, Conduit-street, New Bond-street, London, 


the Faculty. —A Card. — 


Fr. G. ERNST, ag Anatomical Mechanician, 
urer of Instruments, Elastic &e. &e., 
1, a street, London, W.C., and 
ti ibition, North Gallery, Class 17, No. 3506. 


ya Millikin (late Bigg:and Millikin), 


* 9, St. Thomas’s-street, Borough, SURGICAL ee MAKER 
to Guy’s and St, Thomas's and Manufacturer of Apparatus for 
Spinal Curvatare and Deformities of the Ms get or Lower ee ‘Trusses, 


Uterine and other Stockings, Knee Caps, 
Artiticial kage, Aon, Arma, and Hands, Crutches, bce. &e. 


Piles and Prolapsus Ani—The most 


eminent of the medical profession and thousands of persons afflicted with 

the above complaints can testify to the advantage of ATKINSON'S REGIS- 

TERED RECTUM SUPPORTER in the curative treatment of Piles and Pro- 

opgne bet Gatay Some ae. It ge be Ard ae relief, 

and can be worn under all circumstances, Price 42s. tent free on receipt of 

P.O. order, with circumference of body below the waist, to B. F. Atkinson, 3, 
Hemming’s-row, Charing-cross. 


* 











TO SURGEONS, DENTISTS, STUDENTS, AND OTHERS. 


‘The best House for Second-hand 


INSTRUMENTS, where there is the largest Stock in London, is 

Mr. WM. LAWLEY’S, 78, Farringdon-street, City. Army and Navy 

Cases, Pocket Case , ‘Dissecting Cases, &c. &e. And if you 

INSTRU MENTS, the well-known House of MILLIKIN & LA 

Strand, adjoining King’s College, is the best in London, where every descrip- 

tion of instrament or Appliance may be had on the most recent prin- 

ciple and the shortest notice. 
was large Stock of first-class Instruments siways on Sale, at the lowest 

cash prices. Instruments Bought, Sold, or Exchanged. 








Spiral Abdominal Belts, 


, Obesity, Ovarian Disease, and 
with hinged for Hernia, Bade ow principles #0 
proved by the first Phy 
geons. Directions for 








ata, b,c; depth, from a to c, mat, Cieamier 7 
a Illustrated and priced Cineulars 
on application to 

ED: HUXLEY, 12, Old Cavendish-street, Oxford-street. 


somm ue) — ‘Tfuxley’s Patent Moc- 


MAIN TRUSS, in which the trouble- 
some lever “ is entirely dispensed with, is 
of wearers to be 
the most enmfortable and efficacious Truss yet 
devised, 


Prices to the profession only— 
8i: 9s. and 12s, 
Doth, 13s, Gd. and 1s, } Nett. 


Ep, HUXLEY, 12, Old Cavendish-st.,Oxford-st, 








ae 


a ee eS ee ee oF ee 





